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7 from M 1 ddleburgh # Bruges, and 


- thence to Dunbirꝭ. Great Fertility of the + 
Country St. Omer's—Arras—Cambray— 
 Doway — Tournay — Admirable Huſbandry 
in this Country — Liſe — Manufattures— 
_ Ghent—Rich manuring of their Fields in 

- Flanders — Bruſſels — Converſation on the 
. preſent State of the Netherlands,  Politicks, 5 
n Commerce. | 


\RO M Middleburgh I fot out for Sluys, ; 
the 27th of June; part of the way I 


was forced to take a ſailing-boat. There. 

js nothing in that town which is worth the 
._ . * ſhorteſt ſtay; I only dined there, and in 
dhe afternoon reached Bruges, having paſſed | 
through a country. pretty well cultivated. 

1 fixed my quarters by recommendation: ue 
the Half Moon, where I found extreme 
5 good accommodation, and much civility. 

85 Bruges is an antient and extenſive city. 


walled in, the circumference being near five, 


f . There are near three hundred ſtreets 


LO: „„ 


77 
2 * * 
”— * 2 
8 


= 


* j 


in it, and a vaſt number of canals and rivers; 
but notwithſtanding a degree of ſpaciouſ- 


neſs, yet it is not an agreeable place; the 


houſes are in general very old, and extremely 


ugly, and the whole place ſhews evident 
ſigns of decay, and a loſs of that trade and 
manufacture for which it was once famous. 
They reckon ſix ſquares, ſeven gates, eight 

_ churches, and no leſs than ſixty monaſteries; 


a woeful ſort of population, inſtead of the 


_ induſtrious manufacturers which once filled 
5 the city; among the reſt, there is a nunnery 
of Engliſh, which ſeyeral Roman Catholic 


families in England have [contribiited . to 
fill. 


The churches of. Bruges _ not any 


ching in them very remarkable; the beſt i is 
the Jeſuits, which is an elegant edifice. In 
the church of our Lady, there are two fine 


monuments of Charles the Bold, Duke of 


- Burgundy, and his daughter and: heireſs, 
Mary of Burgundy; they are of braſs, with 


much enamelling; the workmanſhip good. 
What makes this place have a very me- 


| lancholy air, are the vaſt houſes ſtanding 


empty in every part of the town, which 


once were the reſidence of wealth and ſplen- 


dor. Among others, they have ſeventeen 
Ha which, in ag times of their pro- 
| | . 5 


5 
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. perity, were formerly the reſidence of con- 


ſuls from various kingdoms and ſtates in 
Europe. This town was famous for trade, 


before Antwerp aroſe, being the greateſt mart 


in Europe; England made it the ſtaple for 


her wool, and its cloth manufactories were 


much more conſiderable than thoſe of any 
other place or country. Bruges, at 
preſent, is not without trade. The Oſtend 


canal admits ſhips of from 2 to 300 tons 


up to the heart of the city, which makes 
more trade here than in any other town in 


Flanders. The merchandize imported by 


the ſhipping on this canal,” is ſent to many 
places from Bruges, | particularly by the 


: Scheld to the city of Ghent, and from 


thence, by other canals, to various cities; and 


that river, with the Scarpe and the Lys, | 
reach to Tournay, Menin, Lifle, and 


Doway: they have likewiſe a communica- 


tion with Antwerp, Louvaine, Mechlin, 
and Bruſſels. They have alſo ſome manu- 
factures; which employ many of their poor, 

particularly in broad ſays, any bh and other 

ONO. 35 


From Bruges to Oftend, Look mY k ff 
ſchuyt; the diſtance is twelve miles, which 


they perform in three hours. It paſſes 
5 ee a ao Je the ſoil inclinable ; 


3 to: 


i . FOR A VB LL & 384. 
to ſand, but very fertile, and well cultivated. . 


0 That town is ſmall, but well built, and clean, 
118 and does not exhibit ſo much decay of an- 
tient greatneſs as Bruges, It is ſituated in 
' [ V the midſt of a ſalt marſh, with ditches into 
Vvuhich the ſea is let; this ſituation makes it 
1 ſtrong, but the improvements in the modern 
| | art of attacking places will not allow it the 


fame of ſuch another fiege as that which it 
| ſtood againſt the - Spaniards, which laſted 
three years, and in which above an hundred 
thouſand men on both ſides fell; the French, 
in 1745, took it in eight days open trenches. 
It has of late years been moſt noted by the 
Eaſt India company, which the Emperor 
 _ eſtabliſhed here, and which the pay ns pk 
powers perſiſted in bullying him out of. 
is ſomewhat extraordinary, that thoſe vn a 
' ſhould have the modeſty to-puſh that affair 
in the manner they did; for why the Em- . | 
peror ſhould not have the liberty to form 
what eſtabliſhmentshe pleaſed in a ſea port, 
in his own dominions, is much more than 
any of the Engliſh or Dutch neee = 
PFF 
The 29th, I got to Newport, by: a el | 
: from Oſtend thither; this is a moſt pitiful 
fiſhing town, ill built, diſagreeably ſituated, 
mo has TTY” to afford a traveller any 
| amuſement. 


cy we 
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amuſement. After dinner, the landlord of 


the inn, who. is by birth an Iriſhman, 


brought me a bill, in which he had charged 
a pair of ſoals at ſixteen ſhillings, though 
they were of a moderate ſize, and notwith- 
ſtanding my reckoning, honeſtly reckoned, 
came to near a guinea: it was a piece of 
impoſition which I was determined not to 
ſuffer. Upon my refuſal to pay the bill, 
he was exceedingly impudent; he would 
carry me before the Eſchevin: Very well,” 
replied I, “let us go to the Eſehevin; I 
will attend you now.“ This eaſe of 
return diſappointed. him. I, wanted much 
to get to Nunkirk that night, which was 
not more than four and twenty miles, and 
had beſpoke a chaiſe for myſelf, and a horſe 
for my ſervant; and the raſcal of a landlord, 
finding that I did not purpoſe making any 
ſtay at Furnes, took it for granted, that 
time muſt of all things be moſt precious to 
me, and therefore thought, that rather than 
impoſition; but finding me reſolute, he was 
at a nonplus. He offered to abate a ſnil- 
ling: No, no, Sir, that will not do, you 


„ ſchall go to the Eſchevin with me. This 


c threat had its effect; the raſcal at once dropt 
an ſixteen. ſhillings to a crown, well ſatis- 
e BY O 
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; fied; I have no doubt, with double what the 
magiſtrate would have allowed him. Had 
he gone to him, he would probably have 


been more ſeverely mulcted. Here let me 
take octaſion to warn my countrymen, in 


travelling through any part of Holland or 


Flanders, to avoid inns kept by any of their 


own countrymen; I know very few excep- 
tions to the rule of finding all the inns kept 
by Englith, Scotch, or Iriſh, mere e to 


catch the unwary travellers. 


Feurnes is a little paltry: dirs 0 of ho e. 
deration, but Dunkirk demands more at- 


tention; This place, which has made fo 


much noiſe in modern hiſtory, is twenty- 
four miles from Oſtend, twenty from Calais, 
and fifty from Dover. Trade, and privateer- 


ing, with the King's buſineſs, which is in 


courſe executed here, makes it populous and 
flouriſhing. It is very well built; the ſtreets 
are broad, Wide, and well paved. The for- 
tifications before their demolition, L imagine, 
were very good; What they are at preſent, I 
know motzi moſt cert: 5 


anly not demoliſhed; 
the harbour never was' any thing formidable 


a 


to England, not admitting any larger ſhips - 
than frigates; but the fituation'is fo advan- 
tageous to cruizers; that the King's frigates, 
r a multitude of . made an infi- 


CCC 


nity of prizes, and it proved, in this manner, 
one of the moſt pernicious thorns that could 
be in the ſides of the trade of England. 
There are five ſquares in the town, all of 
them planted with trees, but they have not 
any thing very ſtr iking in them. The 
method alſo of building is not favourable 
to the beauty of the ſtreets, for all the beſt 
houſes have court-yards before them, and 
great gates into the ſtreets. In one of the 
churches there is a picture of St. George, by 
Rubens, which has very great expreſſion. 
The arſenal was once very well worth ſee- 
ing. but is ſo no longer. Dunkirk carries 
on a conſiderable commerce, not only by 
being a free port, but alſo from principally 
ſupplying Liſle, and ſeveral other places of 
importance, with every thing they import, 
and ſending forth whatever they export. 
The whole way from Bruges to Dunkirk is 


through a moſt rich ſoil, the graſs and corn 


all as fine as ever I faw.' | 
The ſecond of July I left D-mkick, 8 
| A nchiſe for St. Omer's; the diſtance is twenty 
miles, and through a country very richly 
cultivated. | I.obſerved: great quantities of 
clover in the fields; Which was a ſecond 
_ growth; the firſt having been cut ſome time 
Waser ; it Was now thick, and of a luxurious 
| | 5 SO 


1 


„ n NC : 
growth; the wheat crops were not at all 
ſuperior (judging by the eye) to what is often 

ſeen in England. Cole ſeed they cultivate 
alſo; they were tranſplanting it on ſmall 
ridges, which, if I recollect right, 1 is contrary. | 
to the Engliſh way of managing that crop; 
we fow it like turnips; the Flemings think 
their way much the beſt; and certainly it 
cleans the ground better than if all of it was 
ſo covered as to let the weeds ariſe. I re- 
marked ſeveral fields of turnips, but nothing 
in them extraordinary. Some tracts of 
country between theſe towns is light 105 
land., but none in Which · the ſoil is bad. 
St. Omer's is a large, and apipacently..a "A 
e de town, well and regularly built, ana 
very ſtrongly fortified; but what moſt con- 
tributes to its ſtrength i is the ſituation, which 7 
is in the midſt of a moraſs, ſo that by means 
of ſluices, (of which they have an amazing 
number) they can lay the whole neighbour- 
hood, for ſome miles, under water. The 
Jeſuits college here is a very handſome build- 
ing, conſiſting of two large ſquares; they 
are called Engliſn Jeſuits, and a great num. _ 
ber of them were born in the Britiſh domi- 
nions. The Abbey of St. Bertris is a fine 
edifice; from the tower, the conductor 
en You, chat you may, in a clear day, ſee 
59 ery the ö 
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| the coaſt of England; but it is a falhood: 
There are ſome very conſiderable manufac- 
tories at St. Omer's, particularly of cloth, 


druggets, duroys, ſnalloons, and ſtockings, 
which are flouriſhing; theſe are moſtly car- 
ried on by means of wool havens. og from i 


England. 


The ſame te and cultivation W | 

from St. Omer's to Bethune, as from Dun- 
kirk to St. Omer's, only the woods are more 
frequent: it is but a ſmall town, but . 7 


__ fortifications are very ſtrong. 


The fourth of July I reached Arras, which : 


is a conſiderable city, the capital of Artois; 
it 1s a populous and induſtrious place, fitu- 


ated upon a hill, at the foot of which runs 


a branch of the river Scarpe. The fortiſi- 


cations are reckoned very ſtrong, efpecially 
the citadel. The buildings are handſome; 
the ſtreets ſpacious,” and well paved: The 


principal market-place is an oblong, with 
Piazzas round it, but they have a diſagree- 
able effect. They talk of having above an 
hundred churches and chapels belonging to 
this city, which ſounds very magnificently, 


but they are moſt of them too trivial for 
notice, mean buildings, or crawded into 
holes and corners. The edifice moſt worth 


COTS is 8 Benedictine abbey, which en- 
5 e 
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joys a revenue of · thirty thouſand crowns 'a 
year; the pictures, carving, and monu- 
ments, are very well worth notice. Arras 
poſſeſſes a conſiderable trade in her o.]n ma- 
nufactures, particularly 1 in linen and eee 
| fabrics, and is very famous for tapeſtry. 
From hence I made a ſmall excurſion to 
Cambray, through a very fertile country, 
that is extremely well cultivated; 1 was in- 
formed that that city was as well worth 
viewing as molt in Flanders, but I cannot 
ſay it anſwered my expectations. The for- 
© rifications are curious, particularly the citadel 
built by Charles V. which is a regular pen- 
tagon, cut moſtly out of a rock. The man- 
ner in which the principal ſtreets are laid 
out, to point to the market: ſquare, like 
the rays of a circle to the center, is ſtriking: 
that ſquare is remarkably large, and the 
Stadthouſe, which fronts it, is a fine build- 
ing. In the great church, they ſhow a 
chiming clock, the work of a country fel- 
low, which, as ſuch obſerves notice, but has 
not in any other reſpect merit enough to 
ſtrike a ſpectator uſed to ſuch ſort of works. 
But my principal view in coming to Cam- 
bray, was to ſee the famous cambric manu- 
factory, which has been eſtabliſhed here ſo 
9581 and 18 1 3 famous. They 
| | certainly 


- 
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certainly make that kind of linen to a per- 


fection unknown at any other place in 


Europe; pieces of a great length weigh but 
a few: ounces; they make it up to ſeventeen 
ſhillings an ell, but it is of an amazing fine- 
neſs. I made numerous enquiries into the 
ſtate of this manufacture, and from ſeveral 


| perſons well informed, and they ſeemed uni- 


form in their opinions, that it is much upon 
the decline: they attribute much of this 
evil to the prohibition of it in England, to 
which kingdom their exports uſed to be very 
great; but now they are confined to the 
ſmuggling trade, which, though not trifling,' 
bears no proportion to what they once poſ- 
ſeſſed. The numbers of men, women, and 


children, employed in Cambray, and ſome 


adjacent villages, on the manufacture of „ 

cambric, does not fall ſhort of ſeventeen © 
hundred. The men earn at an average, at 
the rate of five ſhillings and ſixpence a week, 
Engliſh; women, that are good hands, two 
ſhillings to three and ſixpence; and children, 
from a penny to ſixpence a day; but theſe 

prices are when the employment is full, for 

at ſome ſeaſons they have e time with 
out being able to get work. «yl 


KReturning to Arras, I wot a Wb Nt 
Doway' the ſeyenth, * dann it a fine place, 
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fituated very well in the midſt of a territory 


remarkably fertile, ſuperior, I think, to any 
have lately ſeen; it is large, ſeems full of 
people, and is ſtrongly fortified, like Cam- 
bray; the ſtreets in it point regularly to the 


market - place, where is alſo the Town-houſe. 
Ihe univerſity conſiſts of fourteen colle 


which they ſay are in a flouriſhing eee 
Fort Scarpe is a vaſt out- work to Roway,' ſo 


well placed, that by means of ſluices at 
| command. it can drown all the e 


0 e 
From Dara? to > Teumay the, country is 


very rich, and much of it cultivated: in a 


maſterly manner: the account which a far- 
mer gave me of their method of managing 
their lands, is, I think, curious. They 


never give what we in England call a fal- 
low; that is, a year of mere tillage to kill 


all weeds and meliorate the exhauſted ſoil. 
They think the only good purpoſe of ſuch a 
fallow is to kill weeds, but that the ſoil 
receives no other benefit from it. That on 
the contrary, they can ſow it with crops, 
which will kill the weeds equally with any 
fallow, and at the ſame time much enrich it: 
this appeared to me ſo very deſirable, that I 
hftened to ĩt with attention. Of theſe Crops, 
9 4 an and clover, were, I 
Es found, 


F * 
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found, the principal; what peculiarity they 
may have in their management, I do not 
know, but theſe plants are as common in 
England as they are in Flanders, and yet 
the huſbandry does not ſeem near ſo good. 
Rape they cultivate for the ſake of the ſeed, 
from which they extract oil, for which pur- 
poſe there are many mills through all this 
part of Flanders. They prepare their lands 
richly for it, both by tillage and manuring; 
plough it into regular ridges, and then plant 
on them: it muſt be very expenſive; they 
hand-hoe the plants carefully, to keep them 
free from weeds. As to the produce, the 
accounts they gave me were not very clear, but 
from the beſt computation I could make, it 
amounts one year with another to ſix or ſeven 
pounds an Engliſh acre. Turnips they pre- 
pare for in the ſame manner as rape, but 
. tranſplant only a part of their crop; ſome 
they ſow where they are to remain: they 


' likewiſe hand: hoe their turnips as well as 


the rape; uſe them chiefly for the winter⸗ 

food of cows and oxen, all which animals | 

are regularly houſed, and: the turnips given 

in mangers. They do not approve the 

Engliſh way of feeding turnips on the land; 
but as I wanted to know their reaſon for 

ep I TING their motives: : they. think 
"ON - 
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ds land would parch and be 1 and 
the crop would not go near ſo far: whether 
they are right or wrong, I am no judge to 
decide, but what they urge ſeems to have 
reaſon in it. An Engliſh acre of turnips 
they reckon worth four pounds: ſome crops 
they leave for ſeed to make oil from, mixed 
with rape ſeed; and ſuch crops ts as. wall, . 
and ſometimes better; than rape. 
But their principal fallow. crops they 
keen the clovers, of which they have three 
ſorts, bearing a red, a yellow, and a white 
bloſſom; the firſt produces the greateſt crops, 
but will not laſt more than two years; the 
other ſorts yield a ſweeter food for cattle, 
and will laſt five or ſix years, but the red is 
moſt in uſe. They ſow it with barley. and 
coats, in the ſame manner that 1 believe is N 
common in ſome parts of England: after 
| harveſt, the field is covered with a full crop. 
which ſupports a great number of. cattle 


_ almoſt till Chriſtmas; and this paſturage 


on their beſt lands is ſo great, that ĩt ſome- 


times pays all the. EXPENCES of the years 1 


crop. and leaves the barley clear profit. The 
following year they mow the clover for hay, 


and get no leſs than three crops; and from 


what I viewed, I ſhould ſuppoſe each would 


_ 8 a ton r on an Engliſh acre, 


5 | and 
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and ſometimes more. The next year, if 
they leave it fo long, they uſually feed it; 
and theſe crops of clover, though ſo very 
| plentiful, they alert, improve the land, 
which is poſſible, to be ſure, but I cannot 
eaſily comprehend how ſuch ample produc» 
tions can do that benefit to the land; how- 
ever, the Flemiſh farmers have experience 
on their fide; for, upon giving theſe clover - 
fields only one ploughing, they harrow in 
wheat, and get very fine crops, and as clean, 
I think, as any I ever ſaw in England: whe- 

ther our management of clover is upon this 
en e am not acquainted, but if not, 1 
pprehend it would be worthy the imitation 
- the Engliſh farmers. This clover prepa- 


ration for wheat is in general on a pale red- 


diſh loam; here and there they have fields of 
clay, where it will not ſycceed. Another 

uſe to which they put their clover, is, I be- 
' Heve, quite unknown in thoſe parts of Eng- 


land with which d am acquainted; it is that 


of mowing, and giving it green to cattle in 
Houſes, inſtead of letting them eat it in the 
field; they aſſert, that in this mode of con- 
ſuming it, one acre goes as _ as e 
Res MeEras a tri. 
Their bean —— of n many of the 
| large forts common in England, and whole 
Var He. - C m7 fields 
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fields of the ie: ſort, which we call 
French beans: all theſe they ſow in rows, and 
keeping them very clean by hoeing, get great 
crops, and fallow them with wheat or bar- 
ley. Their wheat, I do not think, appears 
finer than what I have ſeen in England, but 
their barley is much ſuperior. They ſeem 
to be very attentive huſbandmen in the article 
of manuring their lands: I obſerved ſeveral 
pits in the country paved and roofed. for 
keeping mixtures of Ne in; the an 
coy eſteem the beſt.. 

There is a fine range of ok meadow 184 


about Tournay. That town is large and 
well built, and the river Schelde running 


through it, has many bridges, with ſeveral 


were quays planted in the Dutch man- 


It appears to be populous. In the 
| 3 are ſeveral monuments of braſs 
and marble, that are very well worth view- 
ing. The altar-piece of St. Martin's is of 
marble, richly adorned; and is fine; but the 
moſt deſerving of attention in this church, is 


the picture by Rubens, of the crowning. of 


our Saviour; in which the deſign, dignity 
of expreſſion, and colouring, are are remarkably 
fine. The . fortifications of Tournay are 
ſome of the fineſt in Flanders; the citadel 
" n the ee of Vauban; 
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all the works of it are undermined. There 


are ſeveral flouriſhing linen manufactures 
here, with ſome of. ſtockings and e 
pieces, but the former are the principal. 
From Tournay to Liſle, the country is all 
fertile and rich: I ſaw ſome fields planting 
with coleſeed, in which I counted, more than 


thirty. hands to a field, and they ſeem to 


execute it with great celerity. Liſle is the 


principal city of all theſe parts, at the diſ- 


tance of fifteen miles from Tournay. It is 
a large city, and more populous, than any 1 
have been in fince I left Holland, to which, 
indeed, its garriſon does not a little contri- 


bute, for it conſiſts -of ten thouſand of the 
beſt troops of France. The regularity and 


ſpaciouſneſs of the ſtreets, with many of the 
buildings, make it really a very fine city: in 


the center of it is a great ſquare, to which 


the principal ſtreets lead. La Rue Royale 


extends above a mile, and is one of the fmeſt 


I have any where ſren. 955 
The fortifications are among the moſt 


famous in Europe, not having been taken 
ſince the Duke of Marlborough took the 


city, after three months open trenches. The 
citadel is not regular, but very large, and 
uncommonſy . In France, they 
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reckon this place, next to Paris, the moſt 
Go deny" in the kingdom. | 

They have a French opera, and a theatre 
for comedies, but neither of them abound 
with capital performers; the prices are 
cheap, yet the company is often very good. 
There are people enough in Liſle to main- | 
| tain a great number of haekney coaches. | 
They carry on ſome very conſiderable 
nikdf{ltdbes here, particularly of linens, 
broad and narrow cloths, and druggets, 
many ſorts of ſtuffs and ſtockings, and more 
than ſeven hundred looms are employed in 
making camlets. Great numbers o cali- 
mancoes, and other ſtuffs wrought of filk and 
mohair; theſe fabrics are in general flouriſh- 
ing, though not equal to what they were 
Above twentyyears ago; there are, however, 
many thouſands or born Fee gh in 
1 he pate , 

Tt may not bo to add here, that 1 

met with an excellent reception at the Palais 
Royale, in St. | Martin's-ftreet ; excellent 


— 
- 


S 


N | rooms, a good bed, and proviſions and wine 
it 0 ; unexceptionable; but, in return, the bill is 
my not moderate; I un Hr ye there under a 
ff Ul Zuinea and half a day, though F had no 
— | Horſes. Dearnefs, when every thing is good, 
| | is to be ſubmitted 35 but when met with, 
W's 
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as is often the caſe, where every thing is 


bad, it is not a little grating. 
July 11th, I took a chaiſe from Liſle to 


Courtray, which is fifteen miles, moſt of the 


way through a country equally rich with the 


preceding. It is a pretty. town, and very. 


populous from the manufactures carried on 
in it, particularly of woollen and linen goods; 


for the latter of which, they are very famous: 


none, however, are in ſo flouriſhing a con- 
dition as they were for ſome . before * 
laſt war. 

From Contetiay to Ghent, the — 
des not appear to be quite ſo fertile as that 
through which I have lately travelled, but 


the huſbandry 1s very good. They are. here: 


extremely attentive to manuring; Iremarked 
ſome labourers carting out the compoſt from. 
a @ bricked ſtercorary; upon enquiry, I found 
it was filled with the riddance of privies from 
Courtray, mixed with fine molds, and a 


 ſinall quantity of aſhes. It had been before 


turned over to mix the ingredients. well: 

they informed me, that a large quantity of 
earth ſhould be mixed with the dung, and 
that this compoſt is of all manures the moſt 


fertilizing. A leſſon which I ſhould appre- 
hend very important to the farmers within 


ben miles of all great cities. : 


75 15 Ghent 
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Ghent is one of the largeſt cities in 


Europe, being near fifteen miles in circum- 


ference. It is built on a large number of 
little iſlands, formed by four rivers, and 
many canals, over which there are an hun- 
dred bridges: but large and pompous as this 
account is, I muſt obſerve, that the reality 
bears no proportion to the deſcription; 


more than half the ground within the walls 


being occupied by gardens, ,and there are 
ſome fields. As to the fortifications, they 
are contemptible, being little more than lines 


for an army to encamp within. Some of 
the ſtreets are large, well paved, and tolerably 


built. Among the public buildings, there 
are none worthy of any attention but a few 
churches. They have very flouriſhing linen 


: manufactures throughout all this country; 
but they are not confined to Ghent, though 


there are many in that town, but all the vil- 
lages, and almoſt every farm, is a flax manu- 


factory. Flax is a principal crop upon all = 


the ſandy parts of this country, and the far- 
mers and labourers do not only grow it, but 
alſo dreſs and weave it, and the women and 
children ſpin it. Every little farmer has one 
or two looms, many of them five or fix, and 
ſome ſeven, or eight, according to the num- 
"her of hands in the: . ly. This makes 
2 1 | the 
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the whole race of country people remarkably 
active and induſtrious; the ſervants, and the 
farmer, and his ſons, will weave linen of 
nights, and in wet days, when they have 
not employment in the farm, and in this 


manner contribute greatly to earning a bet- 


ter income and maintainance for their fami- 
lies, than in other countries where ſuch time 
is appropriated to idleneſs. Beſides theſe 
linen fabrics, they have at, Ghent ſome fil 
and woollen manufactures. | 
The 13th, I took a chaiſe from Ghent for 
Bruſſels; the diſtance is about thirty miles, 
which I performed with eaſe before dinner, 
and made two or three ſtops to have ſome 
converſation with the country people. The 
ſoil is middling, but not ſo good as I have 
ſeen in other parts of Flanders, but it is very 

well cultivated. I faw many fields of flax, 
which they keep remarkably clean from 
weeds: the crops ſeemed good. I alſo ſaw 
much fine clover, and - Pretty good corn 
crops. | | 
I was drove directly to the Duke of Bra- 
bant's mn, where I fixed my refidence, 
defigning to ſtay a few days; my intention 
was to have hired private lodgings, but I 
liked the inn ſo well, and the treatment T 
e that! changed my mind, and deter- 
| „„ mined 


5 „ 
mined to remain at the inn. Bruffels is far 
more beautiful, for the bombardment the 
ſuffered from Marſhal Villeroy; for fince 
1696, the miſchief he did has been all made 
good by many new ſtreets and public build- 
ings, in a much better taſte than they were 
before. Many of the ſtreets are well paved, 
ſome of them broad, and all the new houſes 
ö large and well built. 8 

Among the churches of b Bruſſels, bi are 
ſome that well deſerve a traveller's notice. 
St..Gudula is a very remarkable Gothic pile, 
highly ornamented with monuments, cha- 
pels, pictures, &c. The Jeſuit's church has 
alſo ſeveral objects deſerving notice. 

The great market ſquare i 18 one of the 
| fineſt I have any where ſeen: one whole ſide 
of it is taken up with the Town Houſe, 
which is certainly a ſtupendous building; 
there is a very magnificent apartment in 
which the States of Br abant meet; the hiſtory 
of Charles V. is ' wrought in the tapeſtry. 
with a ſtrength and brilliancy of colouting | 
that cannot be exceeded. There are other 
apartments, which contain numerous ori- 
ginal paintings by the beſt Flemiſh maſters. 
Other great advantages the market place 
enjoys, is being ſurrounded with the corpo- 
ration halls of different trades, the fronts of 
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Which being uniform, and adorned, make a 
fine circumference. 

I he regent's palace, though at an old irre- 
er building, erected at different times, 
ſhould not be paſſed over by any, traveller. 
It is a very large edifice, and the apartments 
are extremely ſpacious and well furniſhed. 
Behind it, after eroſſing ſome filly unmean- 
ing parterres, you enter a large park, well 
_ Planted and ſtocked with deer: There are 


many very agrecable walks in it. On one 


fide of it is a ſummer-houſe, built by the 
Emperor Charles vc. f 
Among the other edifices that are uſually 
viewed, are the palaces of Orange, now be- 
longing to the King of Pruſſia; the Princes 
De Ligne, Epinoy, Rubengue, and Egmont; 
and the Dukes of Aremberg, Arſchot, and 
and Bournonville. In the gardens of the 
latter, you have a very fine view of the 
greateſt part of Bruſſels, and much of the 
adjacent country. I remarked, that the 
only objects of much conſideration in theſe 
palaces, were the paintings, among which, 
and particularly in that of the Duke d Arem- 
berg's, are many very fine and capital pieces, 
not only by the Flemiſh, but alſo by the 
Italian maſters. A connoiſſeur will find no 
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flight entertainment among theſe col- 
lections. 

In reſpect to the diverſions of Braille: 


thaw. is a large Opera Houſe, and two 


theatres, upon which French comedies are "X 
_ repreſented. The Opera Houſe is very large, 


being more ſpacious than that in the Hay- 
market. Inſtead of boxes, in the London 
taſte, it has large cloſets after. the Italian 
manner, which are hired for the ſeaſon by the 
nobility and foreign miniſters at a cheap 


rate; they contain tables, chairs, a fire, &c, 


ſo that parties are formed for cards and con- 


verſation dujing the performance. But the 
prices of admiſſion are too low to allow of 


great entertainment; their performers are 
but very moderate, and bad muſic is certainly 
an entertainment that will not be reliſhed by 


thoſe, who have been the leaſt aequainted 


with the luxurious entertainment which the 
"DO and Italian operas. yield. 


The fountains, of which they have above 


twenty, at the corners of the principal ſtreets, 


add much to the beauty of the city, and at | 


the ſame time ſupply. it well with water. 
They have a vaſt number of monaſteries, 
nunneries, and hoſpitals, - ſome of which I 
viewed, but found nothin g in LAY of them 
remarkable. | 
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The keeping up a court gives an air of 
ůʒvelineſs to Bruſſels, that is more agreeable 
than what is found in moſt of the other cities 
in Flanders. What with the officers about 
the perſon of the governor-general ; the refi- 
dence of a conſiderable military; the chief 
courts of juſtice; with. no. ſlight portion of 
trade and manufacture, altogether render the 
place the moſt pleaſing and chearful reſidence 
in Flanders. They are famous for the ma- 
nufactory of lace, which is in a flouriſhing 
ſituation; and alſo that of tapeſtry, which is 
| known very well all over Europe. ; 
I had a recommendatory jetter to the | 
Baron de Walmode, who received me with a 
politeneſs and affability which I cannot but 
acknowledge: he invited me to his table ſe- 
veral days, and from his converſation, I 
learned more important information than I 
could otherwiſe have gained. His eſtates in 
Brabant and Flanders are confiderable, and 
he lives in a ſplendid and elegant manner. 
The Baron is a man of enlarged ideas, has 
travelled through the principal countries of 
Europe, and ſeen much of the buſy world, 
while he was in the Imperial ſervice; but he 
quitted it at fifty years of age, and retired to 
Bruſſels, dividing his time between the city 
aud his eſtates in the. country, wherein he 
: y " -- mal 
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has two houſes which he has furniſhed for 
his reception, when inclined to rural diver- 
fions, or retirement from the city. I wanted 
to be informed of the political ſtate of 
Auſtrian Flanders, the benefits accruing to 
the Houſe of Auſtria from the poſſeſſion, 
the revenues, &c.' And in ſeveral of theſe 
points, the Baron gave me accounts which 
are much more to be depended on than the 
vague relations which we meet mats in r 
n of the age. 

He faid, that it was a den notion 
common in ſeveral of the courts of Europe, 
that the Houſe of Auſtria received ſo little 

benefit from the poſſeſſion of thoſe provinces, 
_ that they were ſcarcely worth keeping, from 

the expences running away with all the 
profit. But all this he remarked was a miſ- 
take, as more regularity has been thrown 
into the government of the provinces, into 
the receipts. of the revenue, and the expen- 
diture of it: encouragement has been given 
to trade and manufactures, and the effects 
have been very beneficial. But ſuppoſe, 
continued the Baron, that profit was not 
received in the treaſury at Vienna, Rill the 
advantage of a conſiderable body of troops 
being paid and maintained, is one of the 
i 585 important nature. The provinces pay 
8 . 5 5 the 5 
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at different times, from ſix to twenty thou- 
ſand men, and the opportunity of advaneing 


numerous ſubjects to poſts of rp and 


advantage, is valuable to any court. 
\ \Theſe provinces, continued he, are pop! 


lous, and are found highly ſerviceable in re- 


eruiting regiments; and as they poſſeſs much 
trade, and numerous thriving manufactures, 
they are a body of ſubjects of undoubted im- 
portance. However, theſe advantages are 


not all, for it is very well known that con- 


ſiderable remittances are made to Vienna, 
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a court here. 


Many ſchemes of when d trade and 
nua of this country have been 
ſtarted, and laid before the council for the 


provinces at Vienna; ſome of them have 
been approved of, and begun to be executed. 
but ſuch things do not proceed with any 


very quick pace; yet ſomething 1 


- * te from them by and by. 
The acquiſition of a ſhare in foreign trade, 
by means of a good port on the ocean, pro- 


miſes moſt, and Gſtend would certainly 


"admit of very great exertions of this ſpit; 
In, have been conſidered of Xt court more 


Ws 
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che troops in garriſon, and the forces of all | 
ſorts that are quartered here, which amount 


than 
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than once; but the contents of 4 in 
ſucceſs attending the Eaſt India company 


eſtabliſhed there, from the oppoſition of the 


> Maritime Powers, prevented their execution. 
All theſe improvements, though only a 
few of them are completed, have had aſto- 

niſhing tendency to raiſe the revenues of the 


country, and alſo the population of it; the 
Baron aſſured me, that in the laſt war, the 


Erapreſs Queen drew conſiderable ſums from 


the revenues of theſe provinces, and great 


numbers of recruits. I obſerved to him, 
that there was in that war a report of her 
Imperial Majeſty's alienating them to France, 
in conſideration of aſſiſtance to recover 
Sileſia. He replied, that the out- line of 


that idea would have had a great appearance 


of probability, if France had been in a ſitu- 


ation to undertake poſitively for the ſucceſs 
of a Sileſian conqueſt; for that province, 


_ 


from its ſituation, was certainly. more valu- 


able to Auſtria than Flanders: but the utter 


inability of France was ſo viſible: and. great, 


that it was. impoſſible. the Empreſs Queen 


ſhould be ſo deceived in her politics: nor is 
it clear, added he, whether. ſuch a revolution 
would not have brought the Dutch into the 

ar e F rance, in ſong of all their fear 


„ 
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the n of France, would be death to the 
| liberty of Holland, as all the ideas of a bar- 
rier would be thereby deſtroyed, and the 
Dutch provinces lie open to every ſudden 
inroad that might be attempted. What the 
rulers in Holland would ſay to it, is not 
eaſily conceived, but the populace, and lower 
ee would drive them into oppoſition. 
The juſtneſs of the Baron's obſervations, 
I think, is clear; and I on he convinced 
me, that there is no danger of ſeeing the Au- 
ſtrian Flanders in the hands of France, 
which would be almoſt as dangerous an event 
to England as it would to Holland. | 
Roeſpecting the preſent ſtate of their ma- 
| eee he informed me, that the govern- 
ment had exerted itſelf greatly in their 
favour, and in ſeveral inſtances with high 
ſucceſs, but that it muſt in general be little 
further than preventing a greater decline: 
that they had not one manufacture com 
parable to what flouriſhed in Flanders many 
years ago; that of laces was flouriſhing, but 
not near ſo conſiderable as formerly; and the 
ſame obſervation was applicable to thoſe of 
fine linen and tapeſtry: indeed the attention 
given to manufactures in every country and 
tate in Europe, cannot but have drawn 
yen; from the old fabric my eſtabliſhed: : 


no 
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no article of manufacture is found in Flan- 
ders, which is not ſtrongly rivalled by ſome 
neighbour or other. This, with the inter- 
nal miſchiefs reſulting from freedoms of cor- 
porate towns cramping the workmen, are 
very prejudicial to all induſtry in theſe pro- 
vinces: the latter obſtacle is much remedied 
by new regulations, but ho Sore: —— 
in full force. . 
Notwithſtanding cheſs impediments, the 


| abvies of the Auſtrian provinces are by no 


means inconſiderable; the towas are thick, 
and all of them have ſome manufacture or 
other: their linens, laces, ſtockings, caps, 
cloths, druggets, carpets, &c. &c. are 
all conſiderable, employing great nurabers 
of hands, and bringing much cy: indo 

| the contre. 2 On 
It was not without pain that I took my 
Saks of the Baron on my quitting Bruſſels; 
I found very few people who had attended 
do much to the ſuperior intereſts of their 
country, or that underſto _ 
He had an enlarged! idea of the politics. of | 
Europe, and ſeemed perfectly well to under- 
ſtand the true conduẽt We: an nvighbour- | 
ere er FFF 
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FULY 20th, I left Bruſſels, pe he 
J road to Mechlin in my way to Antwerp; 
| the diſtance is twelve miles, through a light 
fandy country, not near ſo rich as what 1 
had lately travelled, but their management 
of it ſeemed very good; though ſome of it 
was not cultivated at all, yet all that was 
under crops ſeemed to yield very good. ones. 
Flax I obſerved to grow very well on theſe 
ſands, but they manured them very richly 
for the preceding crop. I faw much clover 
that was very fine, and many fields of barley 
and oats that almoſt rivalled the products of 
much better ſoils; but I do not remember 
ſeeing one crop of wheat. They plough 
here with much greater dexterity than ever 
* D-. . „„ 
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I faw in England; for the ploughman has 
no driver, although they uſe four horſes at a 
time; he has reins to all the horſes, and a 
long coach-whip, which he ſticks into a 
ſocket made on purpoſe to receive it in the 
beam of his plough : they uſe only wheel- 
ploughs, and the. country people think that 
no plough in the world can equal their true 
Flemiſh. one. I remarked their furrows, 
and found that they went very ſhallow; 
their motive for which, is keeping the good 
ſoil at top, which bas been manured, and 
not ploughing down to the ſharp ſand, which 
has never received any. improvement... On 
ſome low ſpots, between little ſandy emi- 
nences, they plant hops, which, by means 
of good manuring, and much e 
they make a profitable crop. 
Mechlin is a conſiderable city, very well ; 
ſituated for communication and trade with 
Antwerp, Bruſſels, and Louvaine, by means 
of the rivers Dyle and Demer, which join 
before they arrive at this Place, and united, 
run through it; there are beſides, ſeveral 
canals, and a great many bridges thrown over 
them. The ſtreets are in general well built, 
and the market-place is large. Mechlin is 
famous for the manufacture of the lace that 
goes by its name. It is chiefly made in the 
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nunnery of the Beguines; a kind of nuns, 
without thoſe vows whieh bind the common 
ones to the monaſtic life, being at liberty at 
any. time to quit the confinement and marry; 
there are generally ſeven or eight hundred 
young women in it employed upon the lace, 
which brings a good price all over Europe. 
They are alſo famous in this place for 
3 of bells, and great guns, and in an 
inferior degree for brewing good beer, which 
they export in conſiderable quantities. 
Mechlin is an agreeable place to reſide at, 
from the diverſions which are going on at 
it; this is principally owing to the number 
of nohility who make it their reſidence. _ 
From Mechlin to Antwerp the road runs 
through a poor ſandy country, much of it 
waſte and covered with heath. That city is 
ſituated in a low, fenny ſpot; but it is ſeven 
miles in circumference, ſurrounded with a 
good wall, and many baſtions faced with 
ſtone. Theſe fortifications, however, are of 
no other conſequencethan todefendit againſt 
ſudden incurſions, but they are very beauti- 
ful, for the top of the wall is an hundred 
feet broad, and doubly planted with rows of 
trees. The only ſtrength of it is the citadel, 
which is the famous one erected by the Duke 
5 on TORE It ſtands cloſe to the.river. Schelde, 
TINT 5 2 . on 


| 
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on the South ſide of the city; it is a regular 
fortification, and very ſtrong, commanding 
all the town, ànd the adjacent country for 


ſome diftance. There are five principal 


baſtions to it, which command each other, 


and defended by two very deep and wide 


5 ditches. It was the erection of this fortreſs 


that gave the great blow to the vaſt trade 


which Antwerp once carried on. Here was 


the ſtatue which the Duke of Alva cauſed to 


be made, re preſentin g himſelf in a military 
attitude, trampling the nobility and people 
under feet; and which rouſed the ſpirit of the 
populace fo much, that they broke into the 
citadel on a holiday, and utterly demoliſhed 

the ſtatue. Here are many conſiderable 


magazines for military ſtores,” and bee ; 
for 4 garriſon of four thouſand men. 


The river at Antwerp is twenty feet ep. | 
and at high water rifes' twenty feet more, 
which makes it an excellent harbour, into 
which ſhips of the greateſt burthen may be 


admitted to unload their cargoes at eight of 


the principal canals in tlie town. Theſe were 


the advantages which carried their trade to 


ſuch a height; but the Dutch building Fort 


Lillo, whichtotally commanded the approach, 


and in conſequence making all ſtüps that 
rolled pay toll, vu a fatal ſtroke to their 
2 it | trade, 


£ 
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trade, and drove the chief of it to Am- 
ſterdam. 

Antwerp has many remains of i its n 
acne, particularly in the breadth, 
length, and regularity of the principal 
| ſtreets, and many of the public buildings 

and churches. It has twenty-two ſquares, 
two hundred and- twelve ſtreets, and ſeven 
gates, from each of which runs a ſtreet, 
eee at the cathedral {quare. T _ 
it is very well paved, 5 17 18 latte. that 590 | 
coaches may paſs init abreaſt with great eaſe; 
it is alſo very well built, and in general of 
free ſtone: many of the other ſtreets alſo 
make a very good appearance, being broad, 
ſtrait, and handſome. The better ſort of 
Houſes throughout the city are in general 
large, lofty, and contain good apartments. 
From the decay of trade, many of them are 
let at very low rates: moſt have court- yards 
and gardens, which make them very agrec- 
able to live in; many of them are indeed in 
the antient ſtile of building, which i iS not 0 
graceful in appearance. 5 

The markets here are numerous, _ moſt 
of them. well ſupplied ; that for fiſh. is near 
the river, and abdunds wich great plenty that 
1s. N and W Suit and garden- 
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carts, in which the peaſants bring the pro- 


— 


change, ſaid to be the firſt building of the 
kind raiſed in Europe ; and from which Sir 
Thomas Greſham is ſaid to have taken his 
idea of that of London. Four ſtreets meet 


market- place, in which, of a market day, 
are to be ſeen many ſales by auction of fur- 


picked up ſometimes . 8 by 
Flemiſh maſters.” | 


in 1468, (a time in which this city was fo 
_ flouriſhing) for the uſe of the merchants 
trading to the Baltic. It is a ſquare edifice 
of 230 feet, and all of ſtone: the upper floors 
were ample magazines for all ſorts of dry 
merchandize, with vaſt cellars for the wet 
goods, which are now converted to ſtabling 
for troopers horſes, and the magazines to 
_hay-lofts; a ſad ſpectacle of the building 
which once was the reſidence of wealth and 
induſtry, and ſhews how miſerable a fall any 
Place ü THEE {ore a once eſtabliſhed 


ſtuff is well ſupplied by numerous country 
duce of their little farms; but much comes 
by water. One ſquare is called the Friday 


niture, and ſome of pictures, where are to be 


Nothing can be more mehchbiy can 5 
to view the houſe of the Hanſe towns, built 


trade. N 
Very near he firdes _ Mere i is e Ex- | 


at 
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at it, and it has four great gates anſwerable 
to them: the parades are ſupported by above 
forty marble pillars; the length of it is 180 
feet, and the breadth 140. Beneath it are 
vaults and magazines for goods, and over it 
are the apartments of an academy of paint- 
ing, ſculpture, and architecture. The ex- 
pence of this building is ſaid to have 
amounted to three hundred thouſandcrowns, 
at a time when money was much dearen n 
it is at preſent. 

The Stadthouſe is very well ten view- 
mg; itis all of free ſtone, ſurrounding three 
.courts, with a very magnificent front, de- 

corated with ſtatues and a cupola. The 
PDutch, from an obſervation that the trade of 

Antwerp began to decline the year this 
building was finiſhed, have ſuperſtitiouſſy 5 
delayed completing the Stadthouſe at Am- 
ſterdam, leaſt the ſame fate ſhould attend 
the commerce of that city; but their pre- 
caution has been vain, for their trade has 
greatly declined, notwithſtanding the unfi- 
niſhed ſtate of their Town-houſe. | 
In this edifice are ſeveral paintings much 


deſerving. the attention of the connoifſeurs . 


in that art, and ANG others are the fol- 
re e T 


0 
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The virgin of Antwerp, by Abraham | 
Janſſens.” This is a very capital piece, it is 
naturally anon”; yet with a minute 
ene = 19 7: 2G 

A holy family, by Geried Zephers. ES” | 
Same and fowls, by Snyders; the figures | 
by Rubens. This is one of the fineſt pic 
tures in the collection; nothing can be 
more exact than the imitation of the game, 
and the figures are touched in Vuben! 8 1 

: terly manner. k 

Three triumphal cocks] by! Rules; 

A whole chapel, painted by Henry Ver- 
bruggen, and very well executed. The altar 
and crucifix are the work of Michael Ver- 
voort the elder; they are very fine. 

Concord, by Abraham Janſſens. 
An altar- piece nn exocuted, ” 
Cornehus Schaut:. 8 

The elders exerciſing the dn by Bizets 

the architecture by Herdenborg;: and the 

landſcape_part by Himmetraet. e 1280 
Pears to be a very valuable piece. 

Antwerp was once the grand untiporine | 
of almoſt all the commerce in Europe, 
which was owing to three principal cauſes. 
Firſt, To the liberty which reigned here. 
Second, To the advantages of its ſituation 
and port, for above four thouſand ſail of 


ps 
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ſhips could lay in perfect ſafety in the canals 
at a time. And thirdly, To the near Neigh- 
bourhood of the moſt flouriſhing manufac- 
tures then in Europe, which were carried 
on in all the Flemiſh towns. Bruges poſ- 
ſeſſed the greateſt ſhare of trade before Ant- 
werp arole to. ſuch a height; but the wars 
which broke out in Flanders in the beginning 
of the ſixteenth century, drove moſt of the 
merchants from the former place to the lat- 
ter. They reckon the trade of the city at 
its height about the year 1 568, when they 
computed the inhabitants at two, hundred 
thouſand: their harbour, at that time, con» 
iy very often 2500 ſhips at a time, and 
doo were commonly ſeen to go out, or come 
in, in a day. The annals of the city infonm | 
us, that in the year 1.550, the trade amounted. 
to one hundred and thirty-three millions, 
excluſive of the bank. The Antwerpers, to 
this day, are fond of telling the ſtory of 
John Daens, their famous merchant, who 
lent the Emperor, Charles V. a million of 
gold, and afterwards entertained him moſt 
magnificently z had a fire of cinnamon, and, 
in the Emperor's preſence, threw:the bond 
into it. But ſuch a tale as little becomes 8 
the modern Td n "_— ieee 
„ n ks 
inn 15 But | 
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But all their proſperity was no ſecurity 
againſt the tyranny of their Sovereign, 
Philip II. who I take to be a much more 
deteſtable monſter than Tiberius, Nero, 
Caligula, Domitian, or Heliogabalus, for he 
had all their faults, (except low buffoonery) 
without any of their good qualities: this 
wretch of a monarch, and his blood-hound 
the Duke of Alva, preſently drove all trade 
from Antwerp, ſo that the fall of the city 
was much quicker than its riſe. After being 
twice ſacked, there was much of it burnt 
down in 1576, and brought into ſuch a 
condition, as was utterly ineompatible with 
trade: the merchants therefore fled in whole 
troops; the Dutch received them; they had 
Juſt formed their infant republic. Amſter- 
dam began to be a place of trade; they 
removed thither, and carried with them their 
_ correſpondence and induſtry. At the ſame 
time the Dutch built Fort Lillo, in Zealand, 
which commanded the entry of the harbour, 
and made all ſhips pay toll; this gave the 
finiſhing ſtroke to the trade of Antwerp, 
which afterwards retained but few marks 
of that amazing oommerce 1s: once poſ- 

TO: 8 
VO pon the loaf al 5 ate the bell 
tants OE thar attention principally to 
| banking 8. 
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banking, jewelling, and painting. In the 
firſt they have always been proficients, and 
carried it to great extent, even in the preſent 
times: during the Duke of Marlborough's 
war, two brothers, the De Konnings, paid, 
one the army of France, and the other that 
of the Allies. Some of their painters were 
of note in the Flemiſh ſchool before the 
time of Rubens, but that great maſter laid 
the principal foundation of their fame; he 
eſtabliſned their ſchool, and, under the influ- 
ence of his genius, painting long flouriſhed 
here; ſo that Antwerp has produced more 
good artiſts in this way, than any other 
town in the Netherlands. Antwerp has 
likewiſe been famous for printing, the Plan- 
tin editions hong much eſteemed in the 
learned world. Plantin's printing-houſe , 
remains (though imperfe&) at this time, 
and is ſaid by the Antwerpers to be the beſt 
in Europe, having been ſupplied with near 
an hundred different ſorts of fonts of letters, 
two of which were Syriac, forty-ſeven 

Roman, nine Greek, and ten Hebrew. _ 
But Antwerp, though ſo much reduced 
from its antient ſplendor, is yet a place of 
conſequence: here ' is ſome trade carried on, 
for which it is yet well fituated, and has 
5 hind it numerous Cities 1n Flanders, &c. 
. to 


% 


a4 T. R A V E L S. Gr. 
to ſupply with foreign commodities: they 
have alſo ſeveral flouriſhing manufactures, 
a conſiderable lace trade, and a ſhare of the 
| linen fabrics; &e. It is alſo an agreeable place 
to zrlide. in, from the number of nobility 
and people of large fortune who live in it. 
Through their patronage a theatre has been 
rebuilt, and alſo an apartment for the per- 
formance of concerts. The firſt is a very 
beautiful and well contrived edifice, well 


flüurniſhed with ſeenery and machines; it is 


alfo richly. ornamented with paintings by 
P'heur and Michael Vervoort the younger. 
A company of French "comedians exhibit 
here three times a week in winter. The 
ſame maſters ornamented the concert-room, 
where a concert is performed once a wee _ 
for two months, in winter. - uf | _ 
From my firſt coming t to Kibwetp't 1 was 
made to expect much entertainment in 
ſeveral of the churches; and I ſhould have 
been better ſatisfied, had not my expeRtation 
been raiſed too much: however, there are 
numerous pictures in them of moſt capital 
merit, and they are indeed the richeſt that 
. has to beſtow on ſtrangers. 
In the church of the Dominican nuns is | 
ali altar-piece repreſenting | a crucifixion; a 
large * icture by TRIO: * is a ry 
performance 
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perteriushes of that very capital painter, 
and an inſtance of that remarkable chaſ- 
tity of W N in whiet ys was ſo ex- 
cellent. 5 
In the dherch of the nuns of the PE 


ciation is a ſmall altar-piece by Rubens; 


repreſenting the holy child Jeſus: there is 
merit in it, but not equal to what is often. 
ſeen in the works of this maſter. Here is 
alſo a portrait of the founder of the Cloiſter, a 
by Vandyke, | NONE deſerves. One ad. 
miration. 9 l 
In the Esch of 450 gude fy is an | Sith 
piece repreſenting the deſcent from the croſs, 
by Vandyke, which is extremely capital; 
the ideas are great, and the colouring pure. 
Near it are two figures, finely executed? in 5 
white marble, by Scheemaeckers. 1 
The reſurrection, the ahnunciation of: hae 
Virgin, and the aſcenſion, all by Langen 
Jan, done in Vandyke's manner, and equal 
to many of key f ee or” That celebrated: 
Painter. 0 2 
94 5 nen ny Guids, but not a 
parable to the beſt works of that maſter. 
A crucifixion, by Jordaens, which has merit. 
In the church of St. James, an elevation 
of the croſs, by 1 the eden, deſerves 
to be mentioned, 3 | wy 
| 5 Another 
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Another piece of the laſt ſupper, by Otton 
Van Veen, is finely done. Alto the ſtatues 
of St. Paul and St. Peter, executed by Wil- 
liamſens and Verbruggen, which will call 
for attention from every. one that 5 
them. 25 

An altar · piece, 25 Gerard 3 OCT 

A baſs relief, by. Schcemanckers, excel 
lently. done. Among the chapels in this 
church, thoſe of Zumalos, Candoles, and 
Rubens, are highly adorned. In the latter 
is an altar- piece, painted by himſelf, in 
which is his own portrait under the figure 
of St. George. Alto the portrait of his firſt. 
and. ſecond wives, executed better than in 
moſt of the numerous pieces in which he 
introduced them. Over one of them is a 
ſtatue of a virgin in white marble, brought 
by Rubens from Italy; it is an e 
piece, but the ſculptor unknown. 

Our Lady, with an accompaniment of 
ſaints, - by Jordaens. 

A A ſtatue of the Virgin, with two cherubs 
weeping, by Van Beveren, finely executed. * 

Two others of St. John and St. Paul, be 

Michael Vervoort; theſe have great merit. 

In the Peteer's monument, a picture of 
eternity, by Vervoort; a ſtrange idea, but 
tt: ral the hand of a maſter. 5 
8 The 
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The cathedral of Antwerp is a vaſt build- 
ing, and full of ornaments of painting, ſta- 
tuary, and rich carving. Among other ob- 
jects, which manses my notice een 
are the following . 

In the Grand Abet 8 eee the 
7 portrait of a ae by nne an 

oxcellent piece! 

Two ladies, and a be 1 8 Us a "Jo 
head, finely executed, by Cocberger. St. 
Paul, a tinker, and a monkey, might be clapt 
together with as much propriety: but the 
painters of the Flemiſh ſchool, Rubens and 
Vandyke, with a very few others excepted, 
are utterly deſtitute of a chain of great ideas, 
ever thrown into one piece; you look in vain 
to their works for an action complex in its 
nature, but rendered one by the genius of 
the artiſt: good colouring, and a maſterly 
imitation of ſtill life, are their great excel- 
lencies; minute finiſhing is carried by n 
to the higheſt perfection. 

The miracle of the loaves and fiſhes, by 
Martin de Vos, is. a ſtriking piece. 

Children turning a wine-preſs, a baſs relief, | 
IN Quillin, admirably perform ddt. 

The fall of the al angds, by = ran- 
„„ 4 

The laſt ſupper, by Otton Van Veen. 55 
The 
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The taking down from the croſs, by 
Rubens; one of the fineſt pieces I have 
feen by this maſter; it is a very large pic- 
tere, with many figures, and all executed in 
the higheſt ſtile, of this painter: it has two 
great folding doors before it, on one of which 
is repreſented the vifitation, and on the 
other the purification of the Virgin. On 
the infide of one of them is painted St. 
Chriſtopher carrying Jeſus acroſs a river; 
and on the infide of the other, a hermit with 
his eyes fixed on that Saint. The whole 
executed by Rubens, and have ſo much of 
that famous maſter's beſt manner in them, 
that they cannot fail of being highly ad- 
mired by all lovers of painting. This Per- 
formance was copied in 1704, by MIO A 
Dutch artift, for Marſhal de Villeroy, 
The marriage of che pore ern _ Joſeph, 
* Van Eyck. : 
IA very fine landſbepe by 8 ES ES 
A-nativity, by Martin de Vos 
The reſurrection, by Rubens, not in his 
beſt manner. There are two folding doors 
before it, painted by the ſame artiſt; St. 
John on one, and St. Barbe on the other, 
and an angel on the inſide of each, al . the | 
| fame hand. : 


1 
” 


— 
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The day of judgment, by De Backer. 
a 18 ue ee in the u of ls 
W pres on 

An ee e our ws 
viour in the midſt of the Doctors, by 
Francis Francken the elder. The faces of 
moſt of the Doctors are portraits of many of 
the principal reformers, ſuch as Luther, 
Calvin, &c. &c. On one of the folding doors 
is St. Ambroſe baptizing St. Auguſtine; on 
the other, the miracle of Fe both ele the 
ſame artiſt. - 

A holy family, * two ee in a 
poſture: of adoration. nel e by 
Rubens. 

„IIe martyrdom of St. Criſpin, and Criſ- 
pianus, by Ambroſe Francken; it is a good; 
picture, notwithſtanding many faults. ” 

The marriage at Cana, by Martin de Vos. 
The land of promiſe, by ditto. _ : - 
_ The incredulous Thomas a Didymus, by 
Martin de Vos. One of the folding doors 
repreſents the baptiſm of our Lord; and the 
other, the decollation of St. John... Theſe 
Pieces have a very ſuperior merit. 
The painters drawing the Virgin, by. 
Martin de Vos. Not a bad piece, 0) * 
rior to that laſt mentioned. 8 TH 

Vox. II. % a n st. 


* | RAVE ES OL ; 
St. John preaching in the wilderneſs, by 
Henty Van Balen. The picture has merit, 
but the figure of St. 1 18 re eee 
in dignity. 
The temptation + St. d one of 
the folding doors repreſents St. Hubert; and 
the other, St. Rock. All by Martin de Yo 


and equal to any n I Bore "ow of chat 
artiſt's performance.” 268 £95; 


Chriſt's triumphant entry i into Fertſctors, 
On one folding door the baptiſm of St. Con- 
ſtantine; on the other, the church of St. Peter | 
at Rome; on one fide St. George on horſe- 
back, en the other St, Margaret and a dra- 
gon; with three other ſmall e Me: Oy 
eee . OTE 
The deſcent from the crofs. Gr one of. 
_ "the folding doors, St. John thrown into a 
_caldron of oil; on the other, Herodias dan- 

eing, in order to procure the head of St. 
John, by Quintin Matſis, the famous black- 


ſſmith painter of Antwerp. In the trouble. 
ſome times of the city this piece was fold, 


Put the magiſtrates of the city afterwards 
_ redeemed it by the advice of Martin de Vos, 
for the ſum of fifteen hundred florins. There | 
is great force of imitation” in it in that 
painter's well-known ſtile,” with a minute 
CORY ; but Hetodias is void of all grace 


3 


end elegance: indeed the difficulty of catch- 
ing the grace of motion, which ſcarcely 
gives an attitude, is ſome excuſe for the 
execution, though none for the attempt: 

the great Italian maſters underſtood — 
art too well to attempt it, for I do not recol- 

lex an inſtance. of their giving the ber 
tation of a perſon dancing. 

The Virgin accompanied by l 1 
Cornelius Schut; swealentir Wer in this wo 
of painting. gt 

St. Anne, by Michael Coxie.. The nant 
duẽtor tells you that this pi o always was 
much eſteemed by Rubens. n 

The nativity, by Francis N. One of 
his A pieces. | 
A dead Chriſt leaning on che 3 at 

his mother. On one of the folding doors 
is painted the Virgin with an infant Jeſus; 
and on the other, St. Jobn the Evangeliſt. 
On the inſide of the ſame doors are painted 
dur Lord, and the Virgin his mother; the 
whole by: Arbe : but not in his 1 
= T ene is 9 Ariking 5 in. 8 monu- 
— Quintin Matſis, but it is always 
Mew to ſtrangers for the fingularity of his 
hiſtory. The iron work of the Pump near 
the monument, which is very curious, was 
„%% i oo wrought 


* 
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's 
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. wrought by him, and only with a hammer: 
he executed many ſuch works, and it is ob- 
ſervable, that he never made uſe of a file in 
te poliſhing any Pew” of "wy iron YON . 
- whatſoever. 

This cathedral is upon dhe white: very 
nobly ornamented, and its architecture in the 
Gothic ſtile is not inferior to any edifice in 


2p all the Low Countries. It is five hundred 


feet long, and two hundred and forty feet 
broad. The height 3 is three hundred and 
ſixty feet, and it is ſupported by one hun- 
dred and twenty-five large pillars. It was 
erected in the thirteenth century. The firſt 
ſtone of the choir'was laid by the Emperor 


Charles V. in the year 1521. In the year 


1533, all was reduced to aſhes by fire, except 
the choir and the tower. The next year it 


was rebuilt in a ſuperior ſtile. The tower 


is a fine building, light and ſtriking. The 
height is four hundred and ſixty- ſix feet 
high; it was begun in 1422, and not com- 
pletely finiſhed till 1518. Strangers are 
conducted up to the height of four hundred 
feet, by a ſtair-caſe of ſix hundred and 


* 


twenty-two. ſteps. Nothing can well be 


finer than the view exhibited from the top 
of this fine ſteeple, not only of a vaſt. tract of 
country for many miles round, but of ſeveral 


very 


F 
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very conſiderable cities; ſuch” as Malines, 


Bruſſels, Louvaine, Liere, Ghent, &c. 
There is a muſical clock which plays chimes 
every hour, half hour, quarter, and half 


quarter, conſiſting of near eighty bells. The 


largeſt bell weighs fixteen thouſand 8 
and was erected in the year 1440. 
In the church of the Capuchins, among 


| ther pictures, are a rege hots RAINY . 


ewe is inen 

St. Francis, by: che ann a 

A dead Chriſt, greatly done, by Vandy yke. 
5 * deſcent from the croſs, by Cocberger. 
In the chureh of the Recollects I obſerved 
particularly a crucifixion, by Rubens, very 
well done, with a brilliancy not e 
found i in the productions of his pencil. 

A erucifix, by the ſame maſter; very voy 

- - Chriſt ſhewing his wounds, and the por- 
traits of burgomaſter Rock and his wife, by 
Rubens; a piece that does Seeg to _ 


| gps of this great painter. Fr, 
"A Dia with an infant Jeſus on 1 tap, 
21 ery Hine. 8 . * e : 


"i 65 ſmall cruel by Rubies) on 8 | 


A deſcent from the croſs, by. ditto. 

A St. Catharine, by VandyteG. Fry 
St. Francis, by Rubens. Thereare many 
Sure very _ executed. a 
£6 „ * a. 


* 
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A large deſcent from the croſs, by Van- 


| dyke; one of the-fineſt works I remember 0 
have ſeen by that great painter. 


A portrait of Alexander Scaglia, by ver 


| dyke: It is fine, and large as the life. 


© The Virgin in her glory, by Rubens. 
We alſo find in the church of the Bos 


nicans, ſevetal very fine pieces. Among 


others, a Chriſt threatening to puniſh. 0s 


world, by Rubens; which is fine, | 


The altar- piece, executed in marble, by 
Verbruggen, is ſtriking. The ſtatue ps ok 
P aul, remarkably beautiſul. IT 

The Virgin diſtributing the rofary.t to. the | 
world, by Michael Angelo Caravaggio. 

Near it a- ſtatue e eee bee 


2 by Quillin. TY 


+4 large e of * nativity, by Ss 7 


St. Pomin ic, by Bacher Angelo Buono- 


o 


„brit Aru ; the with; by Vandyke. - a 2515 

A council, by Rubens; this piece is incom- 
rn fine. „„ N 

Jeſus ee by Rubenss pz 


executed. e 
The Jefvir s hore is one of: this Moſt 

beautiful edjfices to be ſeen in all Flanders; 

workmanſhip is very maſterly, and it is full 


* 
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of. fine aintings; the fineſt, marble, inter- 
mixed with jaſper, porphyry, and gold: 
nor can any thing be more magnificent 
than the chapel adjoining. Among other 
paintings, the following; are dernen 
admired: N % 
The aſſumption of the Virgin by Rubens; 5 
finely done... 5 
The holy family, by John Lievens. This 


ES piece has merit. 


Cbhriſt's appearance after his 9 
and St. John and the Virgin, both by Gerard 
Zane EL | 

The 8 by Cornelius Schvt. 

A holy family, by Zeghers. 

Murs by Rubens; finely executed... 
A holy family, oy, Ane The align : 
h 

t. l 8 a ark poſh 
by Rubens. The defign and execution of 

is picture are-equally to be N | 
St. Xavier raiſing a man from the dead. 
This is alſo by Rubens, and much admired. 
The erection of the croſs, by "A hers. 
| Boldly done i in dark maſſes of ſhad e. 
Ahoy family, by Carrachee. 

Four large ſtatues af St. Ign⸗ 
Francis, St. Xavier, and St. e e sf 

nn” There RE in the ee. 

Wd on 5 | 3 | 


T R AVE IL s. 
bai not” "equal to the other works 


3 ate eee 
St. Xavier on his knees before the V gli | 
by Zeghers. 3 Din 


In the library is ſeen a portrait of Rubens, 
drawn i in pen and ink by himſelf, and exe- 
cuted in the moſt inimitable manner; with 
a minute expreſſion ſo mixed with freedom, 
that it is beyond the ee 8 2 e ww 
| equal it. L 
8 holy family, with many figures byVan- 
ayke. A very fine picture. oO 
The portrait of St. Herman Joſeph; by 
the ſame hand, and moſt noni hn ExE= 
cuted. „ 10605 rd. vp r R 
This apartment 3 -orijattientes” wi 
twenty-ſeven cieling- pieces, ſome of which 
are very well 3 _—_ ons —_ ere 
nes... 
The little bead of: an het: in — 
executed by Qty, is much admired, 
with joſtice.”\ V 
The "annubtiaton” K che wii, by b 
N erin. by" Zeg ee e 
In the church of the agel ot B 
x; lites, the marriage of St. Joſeph with the 
4 Virgin, by Zeghers, is one of the fineſt 
| — 1 have ſeen or that inert 
8 . A deſcent 


Go ; ; : 1 
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ilk deſcent from the croſs, by Rubens. 
The Virgin with St. n &. 1 t 
Which i is very fine. 55 


Chriſt appearing to St. Thereſa, ori the 
Gs hand. This piece, they ſay, is much 


admired, dan Emuſt own it es not —_ 
gr 9 hl LEA. 
Sk. T n by es: q 
- In the church of the Grand 4 Carmelite, 
among other pieces are, 
The Virgin and St. "Catharines * * 5 


brots, has very great merit. 
2M portrait, by Vandyke. — "Si eagr: . 


A dead Chriſt, by Rl: alto eee 
The adoration 1 _ ee by O 
The chapel of ak Virgin 1s-re 

| beztifet;: it is entirely c 

marble, deſigned and executed by schee. 


maeckers; it is ſurrounded: with baſs reliefs. 


The altar is all of marble, with various de- 
corations of ſilver, with a ſtatue of the Vir- 
Sin in that metal. The door of the chapel 


is very neatly executed, and over it e 


N of very fine workmanſſiip. 


Chriſt's interment, by Abraham „ 


3 ener wy the e of _ peice 


4 2 3 I 
47 g ; 2 2 1 4 * . # 
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A holy family, a very large picture, bby: 
Rubens, with many re it is one of his 
, _ pieces. hes | r „„ 
S.t. Auguſtin in a un a ct. of devotion, 
| by Vandyke. He is lifting up his eyes 0 

heaven, where he is ſuppoſed ta ſee; Jeſus 
Chriſt. This their catalogue tells you is the 
very beſt performance of that great printer: 
it certainly has a wonderful merit; there is 
a ſtrength and majeſty. of expreſſion, with 
an elegance and freedom of deſign, that is 
ſeldom ſeen ; the colours are chaſte and 
agreeable, and, in a e, 40S whe neee 
ſtrikingly fine. 5 
The martyrdom of 3. ap denen by ; 
Jordaens. * Very ſtrongly execute. 
A crucifix, by Vandyke; admirably; fine. 
V Upon painting the above-mentioned capital 
picture of St. Auguſtin he demanded. fix | 
hundred florins 2 price; but the monks 
diſputing with him, he inſiſted on his terms, 
but let them have this crucifix very cheap, 


They could no be fold for thirteen thouſand . 


guineas. Such is the fate of the moſt inge- 
genious part of mankind] they can ſcarcely 
live by the ſale of their productions; but long 


after they are dead and buried, the world 


0 5 to find out their 1 and values 
: +4 | be ſingle ; 
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« 2 nple efforts of their genius at SR: 


than their whole fortune. 

In the church of St. Michael's abbey, tha 
a repreſenting the adoration of the 
Magi, is: by Rubens, and exceedingly fine. 

he ee an hr ape the ann 

male. {+ 4 he} | | 
St. Norbert, by Ars Sort 
St. Norbert, by — 3, Aw 1 is 
ase in Vandyke's manner, but not equal to 
the beſt of his eee ee 

monks tell you. + 

The hiſtory of the Gck man inthe goſpel, 
by Eraſmus Quillin. What the fathers 
mean by aſſerting in their catalogue, chat 
this picture is not inferior to any perform 


| ance — Paul Veroneſe, I cannot conceive; 


for I have e eee omit 
infinitely ſuperior. 2 | 
Ia the Fort church, e is more : 
worthy of attention than the monument uf 
the Marquis Se, au the ty 
| — from de ; vr 1 far 
at the ſight of two eee ſtanding before 
him. Over his head two cherubs weep, one 
_ holding © fueld, and the other a helmet. 
Between them ſtands Fame, with the arms 
f the 1 in one hand- and her trum- 


Has very great enen I 7 ; 
Force and ſpirit. FFF 
. viStrBloys" 205 ; n e ie e 
others, all erge- dah e nn rucifixio 
N anne eee eee e 
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pet in the other; the whole Ss with. 
a great number. of- military inſignia. It is 


the work of Scheemaeckers, and is, I think, 
one of his beſt performances. Ia the year 


17465 ar the firge; a bomb damaged it con- 
n derably, but it is ſince repaired very well. 


The altar, by the ſame artiſt, is alto a moſt 


magnificent piece of ſculptute. 7 
lu the chureh of St. Karen among other 
pieces, ar e, e er 1 2 10 SPIN 


A guardian angel, by: unn. e e 343 


The laſt ſupper, by Eyckens bee nt 
Chriſt faſtened to the Ane by Vandyke; 
cer to his beſt manner. ee Val 


. Pros the church of St. George: l 


A portrait of Velours, by Warane, e 


A laſt ſupper, by Martin de vos. 


The monument of the Van Delfts, 95 | 
— is a fine piece of ſculpture. i 


of ee a een by 


ee i le * WY: N 


42e ltr The ehren of t. Wallbnieger1/ I 


A crucifixion,” by Rubens. This pi 
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The Lord's ſupper, by Martin de Vos. 


You is well executed. 


I may upon tlie whole e that theſe | 


ba at Antwerp afford the curious tra- 


veller infinitely more entertainment, than 
thoſe of any three other eities in all the 


Netherlands. It is for this reaſon that 1 

have been ſo particular in my notes; they are 
very little known in England, not having 
been viſited by the travellers who have pub- 
liſhed their remarks: and the only account I 


have ſeen of them, is a little catalogue ſold : 


at the inns at Antwerp, and by the bookſel- 
lers there, written in French; but this is no 
more than a catalogue, the author having 


ſeldom ventured to make any remarks, and 
thoſe that ann ene ham: are not ann : 
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July . I left Antwerp, eee 


PS: beſt way of getting to Cologne in Germa- 
ny, which was the rout I intended taking, I 
found the road ran thro' a country in general 


ſandy and waſte: the diſtance to Ruremond, the 
ration, is eighty 


; firſt place of any : Coniid 
thaes erde that I nnn mne town 


ede Poſtel, E- Wert, were the — 
ones I ſhould ſee, I _ with b. land- 
n at N for a 


* * * * — : 
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horſe to Ruremond, and he engaged that 1 
| ſhould perform it in two days. I was to pay 
aàt the rate of fix and twenty ſhillings Englith 
2a day, which I did not think high, as * 
diſtance was conſiderable. | 

I found the toad bad, and thocountry very 
| wa ſo many miles of it was a deep ſand; 
that I doubted very much whether my 


Antwerp landlord had given horſes ſufficiently 


good for anſwering his engagement, and my 
ſuſpicions proyed true: from that city to 


IJTuoournhout is twenty miles, which to us 


<ght hours; I made but a ſhort ſtay at a very 
bad inn, and puſhed on for Poſtel, which is 

twenty miles further. This place, however. 
ve cauld nat reach that night, but were 
forced to take up our lodging at a miſerablt 
cabaret on the road, where I ſlept in a great 
chair, wrapped up in a Huſſar cloak, It was 
eleven O clock next day before I got to Poſj- 
tel: the country is all but indifferent; ſome 

of it is cultivated, but not by many degrees 


0 well as the other parts of Flanders. The 


country people were buſy in their harveſt, 
and I obferved were ſuch ſlovens as to carry 
an their wheat crops looſe, like barley and 


oats, and not bound up in ſheaves; thecrops 


of all ſorts appeared but indifferent. Much 
N85 9 5 ail I paſſed, would do as well for 


flax, 
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i Scr Aa any in the beſt part of Flan- 
ders, but they culti vate none: much of this, 
I ſuppoſo, is owing to a want of that popu- 
louſneſs, for the thick towns near the coaſt 
bring a market for ſuch productions, and 
indeed for all others, which theſe waſte tracts 
do not enjoy: and it is moſt certainly of the 
higheſt importance to the agriculture of any 
tract, that a market for every thing ſhould | 
be ready and good. The manufactures in 
Bruſſels, Ghent, Antwerp, Mechlin, Lou- 
_ vaine;/ &c. enrich all the country-around, 
and induce the farmers to cultivate flax on 
Coils, which-would not os e be 
e e a 5 
From Poſtel Aste Wert A little piace, 
| bun mbh ſaperior to the former. The inn is 
Kept by a clean Dutch woman, who gave me 
{ſome greens, a fowl, and a diſh of eggs, ſo 
that 1 fared, all things conſidered, very 
. Hecently: here. 1 diſcharged my chaiſe and 
 Horkes, finding, upon enquiry; that I could 
get poſt-horſes to Ruremond for myſelf and 
ſetvant, and a conveyance the next day for * 
Wl baggage. This ſaved my time, and 
| enabled me to reach that town at night. 
Ruremond i is ſituated on the Maeſe, at its 
4oabtion with the Roer, from whenceittakes 
MEU name. "wm is a * and raden town, 
and 
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and rich, from carrying on an advantageous 
commerce on the rivers. The fortifications 
are pretty ſtrong, and might be much more 
ſo, with the addition of a few out-works. 
There is a very rich monaſtery of Carthu- 
ſians here, but they have not any thing much 
worthy of notice to __ . a e 
richly adorned. 8 * 
And here, as Ltake 5 3 of te pros 
vinces, which commonly go under the name 
of Flanders, it will be proper to give a few | 
general remarks, ee I de in e 5 
. the country. | 


The moſt ſtriking objec, aki: muſt A. 
ſtrongly catch the attention of a traveller, is 


the number, greatneſs, and populouſneſs of 
the cities and towns, and the beauty of many 
of the public buildings. Theſe towns 
abound with trade, manufactures, induſtry, 
amuſement, and pleaſure; - and although 
ſome of them are vaſtly declined from that 
pitch of proſperity in - which they once 
Ggured, yrt they at preſent form, upon the 
whole, a richer and more conſiderable coun- 
try for its ſize, than any in Europe, the pro- 
vince of Holland alone excepted; and this 
degree of preſent 1 importance is a remarkable 
inſtance of a country retaining its conſidera- 


an after it has Joſt the principal part of its | 


commerce; 
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5 . evthmerce; this can be owing only to two 
circumſtances, which are ps Bree: of its 
| Ntuation, and the great fertility of its fail. 
Some writers have remarked, that the beſt 
3 IS uſually found in the moſt bar- 
ren and ſterile ſpots, and have quoted Swit- 
fa where agriculture flouriſhes remark- 
_ ably; but Flanders is a {ſtrong exception to 
this rule, which, it muſt be Are) has 
moch of philoſophy in it; for this is country 
is cultivated in a degree. of! perfection not to 
be found any where elſe, at 5 fame tive 5 
that the ſoil is eſteemed the richeſt and moſt 
fertile in Europe. They have the principal 
eſſentials of —— huſbandry in their prac- 
tice, keeping the land perfectly free from 


weeds, UF at the ſame time cropping 1 it per- 
petually, 0 that Pay ardly dow e, "= 
fallow 1 18. 4 4 : ; ; 
Another. RE tt 1 8 to ona. is, = 
that agriculture has here maintained its em - 
by for many ages; for we learn from 
„that theſe provinces; were cultiva 
| in a manner much ſuperior to the reſt cg 
| 1 20 , ſo early as their non fee Ys | 
ables their woollen manu ures,.. which „„ 
e eee « } 
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he reſt of Europe was almoſt covered with 
"marſhes and ſandy deſarts: this great excel- 
leney of their management has ſtood all the 


attacks of the violent civil wars in the 1 reign 


of Philip the Second, it being the common 
theatre of moſt of the wars in Europe, from 
the Duke of Parma's time, in 1 580, &c. to 
1748, which is one of the moſt remarkable 


inſtances of the ſtability of good WT. 5 
that is to be met with in the annals of hi: 
| tory. Their trade and manufactures both 


fled, but the . of their N nevet 
failed. 5 os 


"PRE firuation of theſe provinces renders 
| them,! in the views of ambition, a very impor- | 


tant object in the politics c of Europe. There 
is'no other ſpot of ground of the ſame ſize 
that is of equal conſequence; a truth amaz- 
ingly exemplified by the variety of ſucceſſive 
conteſts and wars, which have for more than 
two hundred years engaged all the neigh- | 


bouring potentates to get poſſeſſion of them. 
Had Philip the Second of Spain avoided the 
long wars with the Dutch, which quite 
waſted his ſtrength; the entire poſſeſſion of 


this territory, more complete than ever it 


| Has been to any Sovere 10 fince, would have 


enabled him to become much more for- 
midable t to che I of Europe. It was from 
| e Flanders 


* 
„„ : 
4 a 


” 


1 1 A 1 6. . 67 


Flanders that he principally exerted his great 


ſtrength, as if from the ſeat of his empire. 
Not only the war with Holland took its 
direction from thence, but alſo his expedi- 
tions into France; and a principal part of the 


invincible Armada, indeed the moſt impor- 


tant of it, was the Duke of Parma“ s army 
in Flanders. When Lewis XIV. became 
the principal actor upon the theatre of Eu- 
rope, he made great exertions to conquer the 


N etherlands; he gained conſiderable pro- 
vinces, and had he been able to maſter the | 


whole, there can be little doubt but his 
power would have been ſo ſolidly founded, 


that che oppoſition of the reſt of Europe 


would have been of but little conſequence. 
Holland would have been left utterly at his 
merey, and become at once dependant on his 


: will: England would have had a whole coaſt 


of Dunkirks extending to the very mouth of 


1 Thames; and neither ſhe, nor any other 


power, would have been able to have made 
a tract of country, the theatre of War againſt. 
the common enemy, that was equally open 
to her and Germany for uniting their arms; 
a point of ſuch. importance that nothing 


| could. make amends for the want of it. In 5 


whatever light the acquiſition of theſe p pro- p 


* 


vinces 18 viewed with relation to Fans 
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while her power was on the increaſe, chere 
can ben no doubt but they would have ren- 
dered her too ſtrong for all her neighbours,- 
The gaining a dominion ſo full of peoples, 
trade, manufactures, induſtry, and. cultiva- 
tion, t thronged with cities and towns, cut in T 
every part by navigable canals, commanding . | 
a good extent of coaſt; this alone would 
have been an object of very great conſe - 
quence; but when the. peculiar circumſtan- 
ces of ſtrength and ſituation are 5 


: caſe becomes too clear for heſitation, | 5 8 
As the neighbours of France were for- 
tunate enough to preſerve the pri: 


of the provinces from the 1 ; f 1 3 | 
her ambition, they therein ſecure the Aber, 
ties of Europe; and luckily: here is no other: 


. 3 * 
. >; - 5 
1881 5 
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CY ” 


_ riling power, whoſe. greatneſs gi 
to fear her aiming at uniyerſal 


the poſſeſſion of them in the Houß o 
Auſtria can give umbrage to no part of Bus - 

rope, unleſs ſo ſtrict An ce was. formed 
between her. TT France, as to force ho. 4 
Dutch into a war z and in ſuch a caſe Hol- 
land might be in danger. That republic 5 
would for ever be ſecure. in her independeney. 4 
whatever ills befell her trade, if elk, % 
ä vinces were added to her. domini 
union as e as that whi 


* 
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Seven. She would then, in alt probability. 


have never: any thin g to dread from the Pa: 


of France.” 


On the other hand, there wight' be a do- 

minion formed by an union of the Auſtrian 

Netherlands with the biſhoprics of Liege, 
Cologne, &c.. and ſome other German ter- 


ritories, which, in many exigencies of the 


33 it, France, Auſtria, and Pruſſia. 
. At any rate, theſe provinces are of ſuch 


5 — Li 
8 , , 
Bn n 8 ry 
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e fhould at All events make it a 
tet politics, not to ſuffer. 


then, on any account, to fall into the hands 
of France. That kingdom, it is true, is a 
|  finkiy 
„ conſequences might attend, what renovation 
55 might Follow ſuch an achgiſition; certainly 


Kah bent upon reſtoring the luſtre of that 
monarchy; if he became an encourager of 


the uſeful arts, he would, with theſe pro- 


vinces in his hands, carry his people to ſuch 
N EY 15 


affairs of Europe, might tend ſtrongly to 
preſerve peace, by holding a balance between 
the three powers that are moſt likely to break 


power, but no body knows what 


Holland, and all her trade, Would be in the 
et -Inamineat danger; and if a Prince of 
real abilities mounted the throne of France, 


trade, of manufactures, agriculture, and all 


IN. 
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a height of power, that any ſucceſſor of mo- 
derate parts would find none able to oppoſe 
him in ſeizing Holland, and ſecuring the 


poſſeſſion of it. Of ſuch vaſt importance 
are theſe Provinces! 
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_ £*> leads firſt to Juliers, at the diftance af 
_ eighteen miles: it is through' a very indiffe- 0 
rent country, being much of it waſte, and a. 
great deal a poor ſand.” Some of this poor 
ſail is however cultivated, for they were 
mowing ſeveral fields of buck wheat I paſ- 8 
ſed, which ſeemed to be pretty good Crops. 5 
155 1 ordered my ſervant to make ſome en uirics | 5 
into the advantages of applying theſe fands | 
td the culture of it; and he was told, that 
they were too Poor to produce any thin g ele, 
but of this grain their crops were ſometimes . a 
e * Their ug cheG was to take A = SS 


3 918 Pf 
crop 
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crop of buck wheat, and then leave the land 
fallow for a year, but without giving it any 
tillage : the year following, they take ano- 
ther crop on one ploughing, and ſo on, but 
I could not underſtand that they paid any 
rent for this land; it ſeemed waſte, and no 
body prevented the peaſants from taking what 
_ crops they pleaſed from it. They applied 
the buck wheat to feeding hogs and horſes, 
and gave the ſtrawꝭ to their cows. But all 
theſe ſands, I apprehend, might be much 
- improved by ſpreading their yellow clays 
upon them, of which I ſaw, in broken n 
on the road, many ſpots. [; 

The town of Juliers is not large, but it 1 0 
neatly built, and contains ſeveral good ſtteets, 
which are broad and ſtrait. The place is 
well fortified, having a very ſtrong citadel, 
in which are the ruins of an antient palace, | 
once the reſidence of, the Dukes of Juliers. 
They have a rich monaſtery of Carthufians 
in the ſuburbs. ; At Juliers, and ſeveral other 

places in the Duchy, there is a very advan- 
tageous manufacture of woollen goods, and 
a ſtill more conſiderable one of thoſe-linens, + 
called in England Gulic Hollands; theſe | 
manufactures ſpread ſomething of an in- 
duſtry through the country, and nrich it 
much more than it would otherwiſe be. 


WP. From 
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251 From Juliers to Cologne i is twelve miles, 
through a country rather better than that to 
Juliers: towards the Rhine it improves 
greatly, and is well ſpread with fine mea- 1 
dows, and other rich tracks. I arrived at | | 
Cologne the zoth, at night, fixing 0 your: 
ters at the City of Amſterdam inn. 
Cologne is a very large and well built city, . 
in the form of a creſcent, ſituated in a fine 
plain on the banks of the Rhine. There is 
ſome appearance of fortifications about "a 
but it is a place of no ſtrength, from its | 
great extent; the walls incloſing much | 
ground, that is not built upon, and many 8 
gardens and vineyards of more than three 
hundred acres. There are four and twenty” _ 
gates, and a vaſt number of public build- 5 
ings; they reckon twenty-ſeven; churches, 
thirty chapels, twelve monaſteries, twenty- 
two nunneries, and four large hoſpitals. 
Tpeſe public edifices are ſo numerous in 5 
proportion to the city, that moſt of it is 
taken up with them. Among the beſt 1 
houſes in the town are thoſe] belonging tod 
the Chapter, moſt of which have handſome 4 
gardens and vineyards. The ſtreets are 
large and well paved, but there are only two 
ſquares or market- places. The cathedral is 
. n building, but unfiniſhed, though. 
8 1 
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begun fo long ago as 12343 there is nothing 
ſtriking in it. The Jefuit's church is an 
bandſome building: I went to ſee two mo- 
naſteries, and the chapel of a nunnery, which 
I was told were beſt worth viewing; but 1 
found ſo little entertainment W 1 deſiſted 
from enquiring after any more. 
I propoſed croſſing Weſtphalia in my oy 
: to-Hamburgh, which is a journey of near 
td hundred miles; but I had fuch a deſerip< 
tion of the roads, and the miſerableneſs o 
the inns and accommodations, that I deter- 
mined to purchaſe a chaiſe at Cologne, and 


ſo to depend on the road for nothing but 


horſes and drivers. It was with much 


trouble that l found one that had the conve- 


niency of carrying plenty of baggage: aʒt 
leaſt 1 bought one with a large boot before, | 
and a ſtill mort ample one behind: I pur- 
chaſed likewiſe ſome ſheets, a mattraſs, and 
pillows, with a very large coverlid that 
would go all over the bedding when made 
- Auguſt the it; I ſent my chaiſe acroſs | 
che Rhine, on its way to Drifſeldotp;/ deter- 


| | mining myſelf to go by the river, as mueh 5 % "2 


tie more agreeable way. 1 took my paſſage . 8 
in a large boat which plies upon the Rhine; 5 


the voyage is extremely agreeable, for where | 
ns ths — ts which ts the Galvin” 
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many places, they are generally planted 
with vines, which has a mighty pretty eſſect. 
and the woods, intermixed with corn fields, 
have a ſine appearance. It was a good days 
journey to reach Duſſeldorp. That town is 
a pretty place from the neatneſs of the build- 
ings, and being well paved. The fortifica- 
tions are of no great account; but there is a 
well built citadel which: commands he 
Rhine. The Jefuit's college is a handfgr 
edifice, In the palace is the gallery, 9 
was once filled with the famous colles 
ntings; I was greatly concerned to kind 
that they were removed, as nen 


mleaſure from ſeeing them. 


Having entertained myſelf. with mts . 
about the place, I again took boat the ſecond- 
for Duyſburgh, and which L did not reach 
till late in the afternoon; the vnyage was en- 
tremely pleaſant, the views pictureſque, and 
the country in general very ſine and rich; 
the cattle they feed in the meadows. on the 
Rhine are the large Dutch ſort, and they 
ſeem to have a great plenty of them. Somme: 
of theſe meadovs are lett at very high erben: 
but moſt of them are farmed by the owners ! 


+ by; means ef ſtewards and bailiffs. Dupf. 
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nothing worthy of attention. I walked to 
tee an old caſtle near it, but it is in ruins. 
From Duyſburgh to Munſter the flarice 
zs about ſixty- eight miles; and I found by 
the enquiries I made, that the principal part 
of it was over barren heaths and waſtes ; 
that there were ſcarcely any towns, unleſs I 
turned much out of my way, and but a few 
villages, with wretched accommodations © 
however, as I had an inclination ' to croſs 
Weſtphalia, I determined to encounter this 
dreary journey. I ſet out in my chaiſe the 
za of Auguſt, having loaded it with ſome 
loaves, cold fowls, ham, beef, and half a 
dozen bottles of good wine. This precau- 
tion they aſſured me at Duyſburgh was 
| very: neceſſary, for a ſlice of - bacon, and 
- piece of black barley bread, was the moſt x: 
n could expect at any of che _ ale-houſes 1 
3 with. eee 
| For ſome er BY Jong? Duyſbirtgh the 
So country is tolerably fertile and pleaſant; but 
| . asyou advance northwards'it grows worſe,” 
and the ſoil poorer: about twenty miles diſ-" 
tance I paſſed through a territory, where 
te huſbandry ſurprized me from being ſo 
much better than in the country Thad paſſedd/ 
the ſoilis ſandy and not rich, but: the inha- 
| bitants cultivate it with ſome degree of atten- 
2 e tion; 
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tion; the fields are incloſed regularly with 
x Neat. and ſtrong hedges of horn beam, and 
appear: to be, pretty well cultivated ;, I ob- 
ſerved; ſeveral. entirely cropped with pota- 
toes; this root they plant with great ſucceſs 
an ſandy grounds, and uſe it for fattening 
their hogs... I made many enquiries, among 
the Rona concerning their methods of 

managing their hogs, from knowing the e 
cellence of their hams and bacon; and 
found, that their principal food was, what 
they got wild in the woods, where many 

cheſnuts : grow, and to which, I ſuppoſe, the 
fleſh 1 is indebted for its fine flavour. 
we ſtopped at night at a houſe here called 
an inn, but which was in reality a ſmall 
farm houſe, ſtanding. ſingly in the fields, 
15 only a few ſcattered. incloſures about 
4 5 arrived at this manſion i in the after- 
noon about five o'clock, and immediately 
took a ſurvey of the premiſes: what I had 
taken for a houſe, I found to be no more 
than 2. large barn, which ſerved for parlour, 
kitchen, bed - chamber, ſtable, .cow-houſe, 
and hog-ſtye: a man very readily came out, 

: and unharnefling the horfes, conducted them 
to a rack and manger; , but; as to myſelf,” no 
body took the leaſt notice of me: 1 ordered 45 
"gf: ſervant 1 to find out ſome detached build- : 


ing 
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Was to be had, another to eat in; he went to 


the tandlord of the inn, who was buly inthe 


Held; and preſently came back to let me 


know, that 1 1 do as other travellers did 
at his inn, or 1 might, if 1 pleaſed, go ſeek 
A better: this anſwer let me fully into our 
Endlord's character, and convinced me that 


I muſt make a virtue of neceſſity, and fabmit 
to do as other travellers did. 1 found, 
however, that my requeſt had been an un- 


Kndhadlie one, for the barn was the oily. 

apartment in the Wr of the family. 
We then fixed upon a part of it the feaſt 

offenſive from mt ſmells, and Tpread- 


ing a napkin upon the ground, began to 
| rh a part of the proviſions I had brought - 


from Duyſburgh; 72 5 table, which was the 


: ground, ſerved both maſter and man, and 


us alſo for chairs, for no others 


th ſe 1 


were to be found at this Weſtphalian iim: 
a Hearty repaſt, after almoſt a day's hunger, 
had its charms, though taken in ſo homely 


a manner: we diſpatehed a couple of fowls, 


: piece of beef, and ſome flices of ham, and 


were · emptying a bottle of Rhenifh when the 


landlerd came up, and wirh an appearance 
of ö een rn to me, 


* ; ; 
8 | | Id, 
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bd, as I undertood by my ſervant who was 
= interpreter: 
Much good may do you, Sir; you thave - 
taken care to "ny" in ess "Tye! Ter Jour 
; Journey. 5 
Why, yes; ie ans ie ger 
in this country. 
__ *Odds' my life, Sir, we NY W nice 
dried tongues, and I could give you a flag- 
gon of as good brandy as any in Munſter. 
Thinking it would be proper to lay out 
ſome money with him for myſelf as well as 
for my horſes, 1 defired he would let me 
tafte one of his dried tongues, and bring us 
ſome brandy; and if he would aſſiſt us in 
_ diſpatching both, Tfhould be obliged to him. 
The German took the hint; he brought five 
ſmall torigues, and a piece bf hung beef, al 1 
excellent, ſo that 1 was induced to eat A 
ſecond courſe; his brandy he drank himſelf, | 
48 if it had been but {mall beer, and he. was 


+: * 


ret 4 


I took, this. op: ortunity to erquire, 1 into their 5 

| huſbandry, an aſking him many queſtions; = 
he anſwered. me but coldly : at firſt, but grow= \ 
ing into better humour, ag he, fais d the 5 
brandy, he was more communicative, an | 
gave me the following accounts: I am not 
farmer enough myſelf to diſcriminate in his 
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their cattle for the profit of their huſban 
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particulars, but muſt A all on 98 ſan 
authority. | . 
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The lands: W theſe. parts g are in 


general cultivated, by peaſants, who are in a 


ſtate of villainage; but ſame of them are lett 


in the manner of our farms in England, and 


theſe are much better managed than the 


others; but it is only of late years, that this 


has been done, though from the ſucceſs, and 


the land yielding the owner a greater profit, 
It is ſuppoſed that a greater freedom will be 


diffuſed among the peaſants. The ſoil is in 
general ſandy, but it is not a barren. ſand, 
for few tracts are fo bad but what will yield 
ſome advantages when managed with any 
care. The plants they cultivate principally 
are e rye, oats, . buck wheat, a little barley, 


8 turnips, and, of late years, a 
a e a fairing and a cn 


bage; but 
they have no wheat; they depend much on 


their meadows, | except on the banks of 5 
brooks and rivers are very indifferent; but 


they feed their flocks on waſtes, having 


herdſmen to take care of them; they gene- 
rally houſe them every night: the barn, in 
which the family and cattle reſide, is large 
enough to hold all the ſtock. They have 


a very few horſes NY BOT, all their work 
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being performed by oxen or COWS, for they 


find no inconvenience in working the latter. 

They are troubled very much in winter to 
find proviſions for their cattle; their ſtraw r 
is all eaten, and they feed them alſo with the 
tender branches of. ſeveral ſorts of trees; 
their turnip. leaves and cabbage leaves they 

pluck ſeveral times, and boil them in a large 

copperuntil theliquori is akindofhodge-podge, 
and this they give their oxen and cows warm, 

and find that this method of giving it makes 

the materials go much farther; they alſo 
think it highly neceſſary to give cows ſome 
warm food every day in winter; their pota- 
toes they uſe chiefly for their hogs. I made 
_ enquiries concerning the fattening them, and 
found that they are made fat chiefly by run- 
ning in the woods,” where: they find plenty of 
cheſnuts; Mt in tracts where theſe woods 
are not within a farmer's right they pro- 
eure cheſnuts, and give them in ſties: in the 
laſt ſtage of their fattening, which is after 
their range abroad in the woods is over, they 
give them potatoes baked; Texpreſied much 
ſurprize at this intelligence, but it was re- 

3 ſeveral times, and very ſeriouſly. 
They 3 large ovens for baking potatoes; 
and they find, that thus prepared, they are 
the! ol fattening of all food, and that the 
r flavour 
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flavour of their bacon is owing not to the 
cheſnuts, but to the baked: potatoes; what 


truth, or father what propriety, there is in 
his practice T am totally unable to aſeer- 


tain, it is a point chat muſt be referred to 
—5 connoiſſeurs in hog- fattening; but 1 
mi uch queſtion whether the farmers in Eng- 
land Will ever give credit enough to this 


account to try it in their practice. They 
think it equally: neceſſury to ye yy their 


food warm in winter as cows. 

Buck wheat they think the moſt profitable 
Era they can ſow on their fandy lands; 
they uſe it principally for their own: eating, 
making bread, puddings, and paneakes of it, 
and with the Wa hy" : groky Teed: their 
oxen in winter. Ki 

: edis ns 


ed, achat the Naim ſerved 7 


tor every uſe of cattle, a8 well Fthe family: 


they are univerſally attentive to houſe all 
throughout the winter, and they ſupply them 


With litter in as great abundatice as they are 


able, either with ſtraw, heath, fern, or othie 
ſtuff; and their dung, as cleaned away, is 
formed into a great heap near the barn, 


Which they dd to by all the family dving 
their neceſſities upon it, and © which” they 
would on e 'beivp oy ſeh- 
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fible how much thy! add: to the Virtus 
of i Went: 
es with 1 difficulty: that L eval 
find a ſpot in the barn on which: I could 
ſubmit to ſpread my bed: my man raiſed a 
floor of fern upon the ground, and laid on 
that a layer of firaw, and then my bedding: 
I had on one fide of me ſeven oxen ranged 
to their racks and mangers, the neareſt of 
whom was within three feet of me, and I 
was not a little diſturbed with the idea of 
his breaking or ſlipping his halter, and fa- 
vouring me with his company in the night, 
to the diſlocation of all my bones: my neigh- | 
bour, on the other fide, was a cow, and near 
her a large ſow with a litter of pigs, whoſe 
grunting ſerved inſtead of ſoft muſie to lull 
me to fleep. This lodging among the cattle 
1 much preferred to the other end of the 
| barn, where the — the poſt- boy, and 
man, and ; traveller repoſed them- 
ſelves; men and women all together; 861 
was forced to have company, I choſe thaſe 
animals which I was ſure were cleaneſt, and 
would: ſend forth the feweſt unſavoury 
ſmells. Here it was I repoſed myſelf far 
glaeep, and much ſooner: facrificed. 0 Mar- 
pheus than I expected: in other words, I 
W. preſently faſt * comfortably: om 
G 3 without 
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without dreaming either of cows, oxen, or 
ſwine; but, as if I was deſtined to have the 
Weſtphalian barn prove as fertile of adven- 
tures as any of Don Quixote's inns,-I was in 

the middle of the night ſuddenly awaked 
with a great weight dropping at once upon 
me. I immediately ſuppoſed it was nothing 
leſs than my friend the ox, and directiy be- 
laboured his bones with a large cane: a 
voice, not leſs ſonorous than that of an ox; 
roar'd out in High Dutch as if the devil had 
juſt caught him; the whole bara was pre- 
{ently in confuſion, oxen” and cows bellow- 
ing, the ſows grunting, the horſes neighing, 
the pigs ſqueaking, the women ſqualling; 
and the landlord curſing; nor was our theatre 
of diſcord quiet till the caſe was explained | 
by the wounded traveller, who viewing the 
barn, thought my bed the moſt ung 5 
part to take his reſt upon, | 
After this adventure we once more ap- 
plied to ſleep, which met with no more diſ- 
turbance; and by five o'clock in the morn- 
ing, my chaiſe, &c, being ready, I beat a 

march from this very delectable inn, x ny | 

. ſuing my journey towards Munſter, 
The country was for many miles a waſte, 
wild track, generally a heath, or ſtraggling 
e in one Part we Ts I — 
ten 
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ten or eleven Engliſn miles without ſeeing a 
ſingle houſe. About noon I ſtopped to reſt 
the horſes, and refreſh ourſelves on the banks 
of a pretty ſtream, which I thought far pre- 
ferable to taking refuge in another country 
inn: the place where I dined was not want- 
ing in rural beauties; the river was ſeen. 
winding through a ſmall plain for about a 
mile; the ſoil tolerable meadow, with ſome 
verdure; from the flat ground ſome gentle 
hills roſe in a various manner, whoſe tops 
were prettily tufted with trees; it was a 
charming day, which made this little pro- 
ſpe& appear quite enchanting, after the 
dreary waſte we had juſt paſſed. Here I got 
a moſt - refreſhing dinner, and -reſting the 
| horſes an hour and half, : ſet forwards again 
for Munſter, and arrived there late at night, 
on the 4th. It is a miſerable place, though 
the capital of the biſhopric. It is large and 
populous, but a Ny ugly, ill built, and 
8 town. a 
Hlere I took freſn horſes, and ſet forward 
again next morning, after a walk through 
the city, for Tecklenburgh ; the diſtance 
twenty three miles. The firſt part of this 
journey is pleaſant enough. for Munſter is 
ſituated in a large plain, which is the richeſt 
9 beſt cultivated part of the whole 
64  bithopric; 


86 TRAVELS THROUGH 
biſhopric; but the latter part of the journey 


is through a country almoſt waſte, though 


with ſome cultivated tracks; and the pea- 
ſants ſeem to be in a very miſerable ſtate. 
Tecklenburgh is but a very inſignificant 
| place, without one object worth ſeeing: 
there is an old caſtle, wha they talk of as 
onee a famous fortification, but it is a place 
of no ſtrength. I met with ſo miſerable an 
inn here, that I had my own bed made on the 
floor of my room, and for proviſions fared 
very badly; but I would not touch my tra- 
velling ſtorey as we found i it would be want 
ing the next day, though J had added pony 
eee to it at Munſter. . 
From Tecklenburgh to Ofnaburgh. is 
about twelve miles; the country rather im- 
proves. The biſhoprie of Oſnaburgh is in 
general a pretty good ſoil, far betyer culti- 
yated- than moſt-part of that of Munſter, 
Through part of it, before I came to the 
capital, I remarked that the encloſures were 
very well made with horn · beam hedges, ſet 


nin quincunx order, and neatly kept; the 


peaſants ſeemed to have conſiderable herds 
of cattle, and particularly hogs. The fitu- 
ation of Oſnaburgh on the river Oſe is plea- 
fant, and around it is a very fertile plain, 
N 1 25 ſtrecta * are not very handſome 
| or 


or 8 hut hoy 8 fame. very good. 
buildings. It is famous for its. bread" and 
beer, being the beſt in all Weſtphaliaz and L 
allow their beer is tolerable, and their bread 
middling, but neither of them comparable 
to what is met with in every county of Eng- 

land. The palace is a melancholy and diſ- 
agreeable place, from its being fortified in 
the caſtle ſtile. 

From Oſnaburgh I togk the m_ to Min- 
den; the diſtance is near forty miles, and 
which took me a day and part of che night 
to travel: the country is much ſuperior to 
Munſter, the ſoil fertile, and tolerably culti- 


|. vated; vaſt fields of corn are ſpread over it to 


the South, which in ſome places would make 

a very fine appearance; before harveſt, but 
the ſtubbles pointed them out to me. 
Throughout moſt of this Wen the poſe 
ſeſſors of the lands are nobles or eccleſiaſtics, 
who farm them themſelves, under the Care 

of bailiffs: the peaſants are generally in a 
7 ſtate. of villainage ; they find teams for 


| ploughing and carting on'their Lord's land, 0 


and do him much work beſides; in return 
for which they are allowed cottages, - with 
mall parcels of land, of which they cannot 
| make near the value, from the hard ſervices 
they are bound to as I paſſed ſeveral 
5 | villages 
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villages newly built by order of the King of 
Pruſſia, who is Sovereign of Minden; and I 
was informed, that that very able Monarch 
had made ſome regulations relative to the 
villainage of the peaſants, which would be 
attended with very good effects. : Upon the 
Ducal lands, which are in his poſſeſſion, he 
has lett many farms in the Engliſh way, and 
the ſuperiority of their culture and produce 
proves n clear, that i it is a moſt e | 
meaſure. © Fob ts LE Cho SER 
The town of Minden i 18 Wasen on 4he 
bunks of the Weſer; it is a large place, but 
very poorly built; the ſtreets crooked, and 
the houſes but indifferent: the cathedral is a 
very antient building. Early the next 
morning I took a guide to ſhew me the plain 
where the famous battle was fought: 1 
viewed the ground attentively, examining it 
with a plan of the battle. The account of 
ſome woods, which I have read of more than 
e does not ſeem to be at all accurate. 
he retreat of the French from Haſten- 
back; and this battle, were the only brilliant 
touches we had for about forty: millions of 
money, moſt vilely waſted in this country. 
Of all the paradoxical arguments which ever 
diſgraced the head, or rather the heart, of a 
man of abilities, that of urging the n 
„ an 


* fr KM Alm, 
and even neceſſity of renewing the laſt Ger- 
man war, was the moſt humiliating to the 
individual, and the moſt unfortunate to Bri- 
tain. The preſervation of the electorate of 
Hanover, after it had been fleeced by Riche- 
lieu, was not, nor could be, the real reaſon, 
the only apparent one was keeping a French 
army from attacking Pruſſia; but that was 
not in the whole effected, witneſs the battle 
of Roſbach: but, in the name of common 
ſenſe, would not ſix or ſeven millions a year, 
employed in attacking France upon her own 
_ coaſt, with an army as numerous as that we 
kept up in Germany, with the addition of all 
that was expended in our expedition thi- 
ther; would not, I ſay, ſuch a plan of ope- 
rations have called back all French armies 
from Germany much more effectually than 
our's could drive them? Would not the 
French be far more alarmed, and have much 

ter reaſon to dread an enemy's army in 
Normandy, than in Minden, Heſſe, or Ha- 
nover? We ſhould have been able to ſupply 
all the wants of an army on the other fide 
the channel two hundred per cent. cheaper 
than one in Germany, with the infinite ad- 
vantage of ſo very conſiderable a part of all 

the expence being laid out among ourſelves. 
Th heſe advantages would . been enjoyed 
at” 


at the ſame time that the war was transferred | 
into theenemy's-.county; a point of no ſlight 
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importance, and ane which is ever the ſureſh 
means of diſabling any country. Every ar- 


gument of weight was againſt the German 
waar; none but weak or falſe ones for it. 
The idea of our conqueſts, i in other parts of 


the world, being made in conſequence of the 
diverſion in Germany, i is fully anſwered by 


_ ſuppoſing the fame diverſion in the provinces = 
of France. There can. be no doubt, but 
conqueſts in America. and the Eaſt, from any 


power, muſt be owing to a degree of their 
weakneſs in thoſe places; and that weakneſs 
may be. materially owing to a conſuming 
expenſive diverſion elſewhere... But why did 
we make it in Germany under every diſad- 
vantage? The diverſion confiſts in the ex- 


peenditure of fix or ſeren millions annually, 
in the maintainance of a great army; but it 
matters not the leaſt. whether it be on the 


Rhine, the Rhone, or the Seine, if we look 
no farther than the mere matter of diverſion; 


but it is of infinite conſequence that the 
ſum be expended where it will cauſe the 


greateſt effects, and that moſt aſſuredly will ä 


chat dhe ſes is a bad country to retire to in 


e was 
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Vas the ſea that the Duke ef Cumberland 
was driven to at Haſtenbeck; and it was the 
ſea that Duke Ferdinand would have been 
_ Uriven' to, had ill ſuceeſs attended him, un- 
leſs he had fallen back on the King of Pruſſia, 
and therein counteracted the only pretended 
purpoſe: of che war. But the argument is 
falſe, nothing could be better to retire to 
than ports on the Channel, whichwauld, in 
caſe of ſuch a war; be moſt certainly ready 
to receive any part of the army in caſe of 
need. Cherburgh, Dieppe, Havre, St. 
| Maloes, Sc. &c. not ne of trhich could 
| hold out half an hour againſt ſeventy? thou- 
fand men; but which would male moſt 
ſecure quarters for ſeventy thouſand to retreat 
to, while a victorious fleet rode upon the 
_ coaſt. Had the laſt war been carried on 
upon ſuch principles, we. ſhould have found 
the French in no condition to fend armies to 
Germany: a battle of Minden in 8 
if I may be allowed the Iriciſm, 
have proved a little more · fatal to the F rench 
than in Weſtphalia. 

If it is ſaid, that the event of the 8 
Was as glorious as could be wiſhed, and that 


3 is invidious to complain of, or regret the 


conduct of any part of it; | reply, that the * 
German part of it was highiy in ** and 


very 
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very far from reflecting any honour on the 
author of it, or on this nation. Above forty 
millions of money were ſpent to ſave· Hano- 
ver from the French armies, and even that 
purpoſe not effected: but if it had been ef- 
fected, the whole electorate, in fee ſimple 
for ever, is not Werth more than half the 
ſum; ſo that never Mas ſuch a vaſt ſum ex- 
pended to ſo poor a purpoſe. And at the 
ſame time the ſum might have been expended 
to have anſwered numerous good and great 
purpoſes, highly for the honour and advan- 
tage of England. Nor was this a ſum in the 
annual income of a nation that could well 
ſpare it; on the contrary; it ran up the ex- 
pences of the war to ſuch a height, and in- 
creaſed the national debt to ſuch an enor- 
mous degree, that it is very much to be queſ- 
tioned, whether any war of diverſion, with | 
all the ſucceſs [that could be defired, could 
poſſibly: equal the ruin it occaſioned: debts 
may certainly increaſe in a free government, 
until they ruin the nation as much as any 
unſucceſsful war, but certainly more than 
any event that could have happened in con- 
ſiequence of ſaving the money. This digreſ- 
ſion, I allow, has little to do with the ſub- 
ject of my travels, but the view of the field 


of battle at Minden brought up theſe re- 
Hexions; 


— 


hundred miles, I wi not ſeen one chateau 
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flexions; and I think, that on ſubjects of 


ſuch importance, every good citizen ſnould 
ever take ſuch opportunities of arraigning 
a public conduct ſo reprehenſible. e 

From Minden to Hanover is about forty 
miles, and which journey I could not per- 
form under two days, and ſlept a night in 
my chaiſe, which I thought better than ano- 


ther barn adyenture: the country is in ge- 


neral poor and ſandy, or moors and foreſts, 


not well inhabited, and as badly cultivated, 


thoſe parts I mean that pretend to culture: 
the hedges are not kept in ſuch nice order 
as in ſome diſtricts I have paſſed; and this 
article of hedges has a remarkable effect, "as 


it is a criterion of their huſbandry in this. 


country; for 1 found, where they kept them 
in good order, they ſeemed to be better huſ- 
bandmen, than in thoſe tracks where they 
neglected them. I paſſed ſeveral turf moors, 


from out of which the inhabitants of all the 
adjacent parts have their firing, which, 1 


ſuppoſe, is a good ching for the poor, for 
this climate 3 in winter is much more ſevere 


than any thing we feel in England. 


There is one circumſtance which * muſt 
here remark, and that is, that from the banks 
of che Rhine to Hanover, which is near two 


in 
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in all the country; no caſtle, the reſidence of 
ſome old Baron; no country ſeat of a private 
gentleman: in a word, nothing but miſe- 
rable villages, or ſcattered cottages, the reli= 
dence of poverty. What a contraſt is this 
to travelling i in England, or even in Holland. 
In our counties, even in the moſt diſtant - 
parts of the kingdom, we ſee ſeats of all 
ranks and degrees thickly ſtrewed over the 
pariſhes, with a ſtrong appearance of com- 
fortableneſs and eaſe among the gentlemen 
* even of very moderate fortunes; our clergy 
too are ſpread over the whole kingdom, in- 
ſtead of being cooped up in cathedrals, mo- 
naſteries, and towns: this diffuſion. of the 
middling and higher ranks, as well as of the 
loweſt, is infinitely advantageeus to to the 
kingdom. N ; 
Hanover is the capital not it of the 
- Duchy. of that name, but alſo of all the 
King's German dominions; it is ſituated in 
a plain more fruitful than moſt that T have 
paſſed lately, and is a.tolerably pleafantcoun- | 
try. There is a wall, a ditch, and a few 
other fortifications round it, but they are 
objects rather of policy than ſtrength. Part 
of the town, which they call the old city, is 
fituated on one fide of the little river Leina, 
* 18 very poofly BUR; the ſtreets are 
| | _ crooked, 
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r6oked, and not well paved; nor have they. 
any buildings which make amends for 
theſe defects: but che new city, on the other 
ſide of the river, is much handſomer, being 
 tolerably well built, and poſſeſſes ſeveral 
ſtructures that ornament it greatly. The 
churches are not —— for their ſtruc: 
ture, but the inſides are well decorated wit 
marble, and contain ſome paintings by the 
Flemiſh maſters, which are in their ſtile 
though not equal to what I have men- 
gl tioned-at. Antwerp. The, opera houſe is a 
 handiame edifice, and holds a great number 
of ſpeRators,z but it is ſcarcely . ever full, 
nor have operas been performed in it for 
ſome time. The elector's palace is an old 
caſtle, but not in the town; it is near it; 
it is an irregular building, without any 
beauties of architecture; it is, however, a 
building of conſiderable ſize, has ſeveral 
courts, and contains a vaſt deal of 10 mM 
In one of the apartments are a great num 
ber of portraits of the Ducal family, ſome. of | 
which are admizably executed, four of then 
have been Emperors... The library is a lage 
apartment, well filled. with, many {capee 
books, and the collection of .manuſcrigts 18 
a valuable one. But what is. much. finer 
than the palace as the ſtables, Which in 
ell. „„ finitely | 
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finitely exceed thoſe which his Majeſty has 
at any of his palaces in England; and though 
he is never there, yet they are kept well 
filled: : the ſame obſervation is to be made 

reſpecting the apartments in the palace, for 
there is a compleat court kept up, with 
all the great offices of ſtate and perſon; with 
attendants; guards, &c. which makes Hano- 
er much n more hvely' _ e - than it 


Aeris thin word, be found — dif- 
ferent circumſtances : there is a theatre for 
French comedians, on Which a company 
from Paris, containing ſeveral good perform 
ers, regularly exhibit: balls and concerts 
are not uncommon, and aſſemblies very nu- 
merous, in which is much deep play. 

I had an invitation to the public table, 
kept at the King's expence, from the Great 
Chamberlain; this is the cuſtom of the prin- 
cipal courts in Germany, and is indeed imi- 
rated at many of the inferior ones: the 
converſation is general and polite, and the 
Rate of a court, in moſt particulars, kept 


up with regularity and decency, and i in eee 
| inſtances with magnificent. 


HFlerenhauſen lies near this city; it; is fa 
mous only for a ſmall hunting palace, with 
5 6 ee in — the wa 

terworks 
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| defktrithes are particularly admired : but theſe 
gardens, like all others J have ſeen on the 
continent; are in the old taſte; of ſtrait lines 
and compaſs work; water hedges, lawns; 
Walks, every thing regularly fatiguing ; the 
_ jet-dean'is; in its kind, fine; but the man 


who has been in England, and can admire 


a jet-d eau, muſt have a miſerable taſte in- 
deed: nothing in theſe | gardens, which 
are ſituated on a ſandy flat, will be admired; 
or even endured by thoſe who have viewed 
the maſter - pieces in this art, which are now 
15 be ſeen in England: 1 7 
- The 13th of Auguſt 1 left e 
taking the road to Zell, at the diſtance of 
about thirty miles, which was a day's jour- 
ney: After travelling a fe miles from Ha- 
Hover, I paſſed through ſcarcely any thing 
but a ſandy waſte; here and there are ſpots 
of cultivation, ſufficient to-ſhew that the 
foil is highly capable of yielding very bene- 
ficial products, had it inhabitants for per- 
forming the neceſſary work; but the appear- 
ance of moſt of it is perfectly melancholy, 
and the inhabitants have a ſavage look and 
manner, which I did not find even in the 
deſerts of Weſtphalia.  The/inn at Zell was 
ſo indifferent, that I was forced to make 
5 4 uy f portable bed, which made it more 
5 H - bearable 
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bearable than 1 ſhould otherwiſe have found; 
it. The ſign is the Electoral Arms. 
The 14th I entered on the road, if it 
may be ſo called, to Hamburgh; the diſ- 
tance is near ſixty miles, and the Whole way 
nothing to be found, but light villages, in. 
the midſt of one continued foreſt, deſart, 
or marſh: this was the deſcription. my 
landlord at Zell gave meg and 1: took the 
precaution of laying i in a good ſtore of cold 
Proviſions and wine, as found that bacon; 
and black. bread: were all I had to expect 
on the road. I went the firſt day to Wer- 
zendorf, a paltry village, at near the diſ- 
tance of forty. miles, through, a country. 
as wild as if it belonged: to nobody, but; 
much of it ſeemed highly capable of cul-. 
tivation; the ſail rich and deep, and yet: 
left deſolate. At that village, I ſlept in my 
chaiſe. The next day's rout to Harburgh, 
which was between thirty and forty. miles 
further, the country rather improved. I 
went through much foreſt, but alſo paſſed 
ſome cultivated country, in which the in- 
habitants appeared much eaſier and hap- 
pier in their. cireumſtances : I remarked in 
ſeveral fields, that they cultivated a plant 
much reſembling a cabbage in the leaves. 
. 7 22 a root like a. 2 they plant 

| them 
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tien for their cattle, as it ts hardy, and will 
ſtand their winter, which is very ſevere : 
thinking it might be of benefit to England, 
where I have heard complaints of turnips 
rotting, 1 bought a pound of n m. 
They have it in plenty. 
HFarburgh is a fTea-port on the Elbe; 61 
realy oppoſite to Hamburgh, and with 
which a little good management might 
make it a rival; but the trade carried on here 
at preſent is but inconfiderable : their hat- 
bour is as good for ſhips, and the Elbe 
opens all the interior part of Germany to 
them, as well as to that city : but 'liberty, 
and ſtocks already in trade, overbalance 
all other advantages Harburgh is in the 
Electorate, where the bewerben is abſo- 
lute, and her merchants have not an hun- 
dredth part of the ſtock in teatle af thoſe 
at Hamburgh. 
The 16th I paſſed the river to and city; 
but before I enter on a deſcription of it, I 
muſt make a few. rettiarks on the preſent 
Rate of the EleQtrate of Hanover. 
During my journey through it I had 
been particular in my enquiries concerning 
the damage which the French had commit- 
ted in the laſt war, after they had conquered 
it. 1 9 ub r N ſome a- 
| 7 Or yt een 
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ſuring me, that they had almoſt: ruined it ; 
and others, on the contrary, inſiſting, that 
the miſchiefs of all kinds, which they occa- 
ſioned, had been repaired in one year after 
the peace: the latter intelligence I found to 
be neareſt the truth ; and ſeveral perſons aſ- 
ſured me, that the Electorate, upon the 
whole, gained more by ſupplying Duke Fer- 
dinand's army, after the convention of Cloſ- 
terſeven was broken, than they had loſt by 
the French before. I obſerved: very few 
buildings in ruin, but many that had been 
rebuilt and repaired ſince the peace; nar 
were there, in the parts of the country 
through which 1 travelled, any ſigns of an 
enemy having been in it; and yet I paſſed 
where the:hotteſt Work had been. 
Regarding the preſent ſtate of the Electo- 
1 it is td be conſidered under the heads 
7 agriculture, manufactures, commerce, 
and revenue; all Which ! important diviſions 
are to be diſpatched in a page or two. The 
inhabitants poſſeſs many tracts of fertile 
land, and ſuch as would enrich any people 
that applied with underſtanding and-induſ- 
try to its culture; but they are greatly de- 
ficient in both. The laws and N 
of the country are much againſt 1 
moſt parts the lands ate cultivated by 
the" ä | 85 wm themſelves, 55 
for 


GERMAN v. 10% 


: for the e being in a ſtate of villain- 
age. But if they — try the experiment 


of letting lands on long leaſes to farmers, 
as in England, and expect no work or re- 
turn but rent alone, paid in money, leav- 


ing it to the farmer to cultivate his farm in 
the manner he liked beſt, they would ſoon 
ſee the advantages; induſtry would then ſnevwꝰ 


itſelf. As to underſtanding and knowledge 
in the buſineſs, it would be eaſy for the King 


to eſtabliſh one farm, cultivated in the En- 
gliſh way, in each diſtrict in his mene 


as a pattern for others to imitate. 


There are not many manufactures in 
me Electorate that are of any conſe- 
quence; they have a few fabrics of linen, 
and ſome of coarſe, woollen cloths; the ſi- 
tuation of the country is not unfavourable, 


and it has ſeveral good ports for exporta- 


tion and importation, which would allow. 
it an active commerce, if proper encourage- 


ment was given; and would conſequently 
carry off many manufactures, or at leaſt 
animate them to ſupply themſelves: there 
zs a ſort of a council of trade, but its oper 


rations. are very languid. The revenues of. 
the Electorate, before the laſt war, were 
reckoned at ſeven hundred thouſand pqunds 
A ack but while the war laſted they de- 
bs —— „„ ee 
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- clined much, and for ſocne time they — 5 
in the hands of the French; fince that period 


Ws, 


they Have been riſi ng very quick, and are ü 


now ſaid to be equal to hat they were be- 
8 dare the war; this is a very conſiderable in- 


come: but out of it Wt tending: _—_ 5 


ae our 
= nab de 11 aha of 


54 Electorate might be greatly advanced, 
if agriculture met with encouragement 


enough to produce an improvement of tha 
waſte lands, if fabrics were eſtabliſhed in 

9 85 the towns, - And if commerce was fixed in s 

the ports; I do not mean a flouriſhing ex- 


tended commerce, but an eſtabliſtiment of 
an infantine one, ſuch as would increai 


itſelf, and draw from foreigners that profit 


5 which they, at preſent, make by exporting. 


and importing for the Hanoverians. -'This 
policy, in theſe. circumſtances, would na- 
turally raiſe” the revenues; but before a 
great income can be drawn from a people, 


the people ma be enriched, and nothing 

can enrich any nation but agriculture, mas 
nufactures, or commerce; mines might be 
added, but their wealth j 18 more for enrich» 


ing certain individuals, than n a ok 
ee R M*, eee 
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| .- While-rhbere art ſuch numerous tracts of 
den A EET 
their firſt Improvement. © This, 1 believe, 
will, in albcountries, hold good, even to 
a maxim if gfey thouſand pounds are ready 
to be d in the national ENCUUrage- 5 
ment of ſomething, it will yield more ge- 
neral profit to a. people, to employ it on 
thoſe wyaſtes, rather than on any other ob- 
ject ; for the foil ſhould always be fully cul- 
tivated; before the attention of the Prince 
i drawn to the envouragement of other 
objects. There are two | circumſtances 
which are favourable to'the improvement of 
the waſtes in the Electorate; firſt, the ſoil 
is capable of itz; I paſſed ſcveral tracks, even | 
in Holland, and many in Weſtphalia, chat 
are much mote ſteril in appearance ; and the 
information I received concerning them 
| convinced me. that moſt of the waſtes in this 
country might be improved, - comparatively, | 
at a cheap rate. Secondly, the Germans 
are a heavy, phlegmatic People, who are 
tonducted with no great difficulty in im- 
provements and undertakings Which do 
not extend beyond the ſphete of their 'Uſual 
practice, but are very obſtinate in their op- 
poſition to thoſe which are quite new: 
novel eſtabliſhments in arts, manufacture, 
| or e ſearcely ever ſucceed well, 


hee... 
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unleſs the attention of the x 
accute and unremitted; but the improve 


over 19 


ment of waſtes is but a line beyond the 
practice they regularly purſue in common 


agriculture, and would at once belumder- 


ſtood in the deſign of the undert: 


Moſt of the inhabitants of the empire, and L 


alli in thoſe countries that have not flouriſſi- 


_ Ing: manufactures, ſubſiſt entirely by agri- 


culture; and the nobility are, in general, 


the cultivators of their own eſtates; where 
ever this is the caſe, it cannot be difficult 
to perſuade them of the . ee of 


ne all the waſtes into culture 


Hamburgh is incomparably the fineſt 
city I have ſeen ſince I entered Germany 
and it is well known to be the moſt flou- 


wy my, 


riſhing and populous in the whole Empire. 


The ſituation on the great river Elbe is 
What has. raiſed it to ſo much wealth by 
commerce; that river gives it a” very good 


harbour, and \foreads its merchandize 


throughout a moſt extenſive part of the em» 
pire; it ſtands near ſeventy miles from the 


ocean. The walls form nearly a circle 
of five miles and an half circumference, 
including ſeveral iſlands in the river, on 


which a part of it is built: the number 
of inhabitants fluctuate, between one 


ty and ten and one hundred and 


z 


twenty 
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8 thouſand. A channel of the river 
runs through the center of it, and conſe- 

quently brings ſhips moſt advantageouſly 
to the very merchants doors: there are alle 
ſome canals, which, with the channels formed 
by the river, ſpread the trade through moſt 
parts of the city. The city is fortified by a 
high wall and vaſt ditch, with ſome out- 

works of no great conſequence; they have 
thrown: up lines to encompaſs them, and 
united them with the Elbe; and built a 
ſtrong fort near the river, which they call 

the Star Fort. The ramparts are pleaſant to 
walk on, being covered with graſs, and 
doubly planted: the garriſon never exceeds 
two thouſand five hundred men, which are 

too few by ten thouſand to defend the 
town; but Hamburgh does not depend ſo 
| much on the ſtrength of her walls and her 
garriſon, as being a free city of the empire, 


and being clajmed by ſeveral neighbouring 


Princes, who are wonderfully Jealous of Bo | 
others defigng on it. : 
 +,.1 The town has ſix gates towards the td, 
and three to the river. It contains eighty- 
four bridges thrown over the canals, and 
the branches of the river: they have alſo in 
the city forty, water-mills, fix wiadmills, 
fix mt and ſix e market 9 0 
The 
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The ſtreets are by no means pleaſing; they 
are narrow, crooked, and badly paved; and 
the houſes being very high, many of them 
ate, at noon day, half dark; and what 
makes them ſtill more deteſtable, is the plant- 
ing them with a row of trees on each ſide. 
The buildings are all of brick, and which are 
not che beſt coloured. Upon the whole, 
the city, though much larger, does not ex- 
ceed Briſtol in elegance; the principal houſes 
are thoſe of the great merchants, which, 
though they are thus deficient in agreeable- 
nels, are well contrived for the convenience 
_ - of trade, as they are generally ſituated on 
the water-ſide, - and à part of them are 
warehouſes with open doors and cranes; fo 
that their ſhips are unloaded at. their doors, 
which, in their buſineſs, is a circumſtance of 
very great importance. The houſes of ſome 
of their warehouſes are from five to Rven 
Hs high; this is owing, very. much; to 
a general want bf cellaring in the city; for 
all vaults and cellars are rendered almoſt 
uſeleſs by the annual floods, that riſe. the 
Elbe ſo much as to fill moſt of them with 
water: even their wines are kept two or 
three ſtories high, which is a very great in- 
convenience. A very inelegant ouſtom | 
among the merchants, is to mak | 
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5 * 


| wo 1 3, you enter the beſt houſes 
in town, and find yourſelf at once among 
hogſheads and bales of goods; and what. is 
full as bad, they uſe it If for a coach houſe 
and harneks. room; and in ſome; houſes 
the ables, are under the fame roof with the 
apartments... 

| "The churches are the principal public : 
buildings, but they have not much to re- 
commend them. St. Catharine Lis a large 
edifice, with a very loff ty : ſteeple, and. con- 
| taing; e 1e with fix thouſand 
Df but thi was, a lye, of my 
| rs, 1 told to ſtrangers... 6" 0g 
Mich is a, Gln hens Mie and 


e 


1 under. e manggeme it. 
Their Foundling. holſpital. has, a revenue of 
more than fix thouſand. pounds a. Year, an 
it is under ſuch a wile, regulation, that | 
great numbers of; lives are ſaved by it; they 
have another for. poor travellers, and a 
third for diſabled; ſeamen, . Their work- 
* houſe; is alſo. a large. building, wherein 
they copfine to hard labour all ſtrolers and 
'v 28ds ;. the effect of which i is ſo great, 


_ that 1 haye not ſeen, a beggar in the any. {| 
Their town houſe is a very old and irregular 
l though it 18 the PIE: Where the 

Me 2 
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Senate (which is the gover ment 'of the 
eity) meets; where the Courts of Judicatare 
are held, and the ſeat of the two banks; 
&c: with the cuſtom. houſe, exciſe, admiralty, 
&e. ' The exchange is near it, and a poorer; 
more paltry; and tumble-down building, 1 

do not remember to have ſeen. Another 
ſtrange place, to which they give the name 

of a public bullding, is the: Boom-houſe, 
which was formerly a guard-houſe to the 
booms which ſecure the tiver: It is at 
pteſent a. tavern,” and has at the top of 
the houſe a very large room for public en- 
tertainments, being quite ſurrounded? with 

wiridows, which command all Hamburgh . 
a large track of country on both ſides 

of the Elbe, the courſe of that river for a 
great way, with a vaſt number of ſhips in 

This tavern is famous for the retale of 
Hines, and all ſorts of beer. that are to be 

| found in Germany. id 
But Hamburgh, though. 4 od" bf: ho 

elegance, makes ample amends by the poſ- 

ſeſſion of the greateſt trade of any place in 

Germany. For this commerce it is in- _ 
debted to the Elbe, Which opens 4 com- 


munication with Upper and Lower Saxony, 


Auſtria, Bohemia; and by means of the 
Havel and Spree, with the Electorate of 
| Brandenburgh ; and by the canal from the 
Spres 


. 


* R R M A N . 111 


|. Spree to the Oder, with Sileſia, Moravia, 
and Poland itſelf. By means of this very 
extenſive inland navigation, Hamburgh 
poſſeſſes the great advantage of being the 
center of export to all theſe countries, and 
alſo furniſhes them with the principal part 
of their foreign 1 importations, linens, lawns, 
&c. of ſeveral. ſorts ſhe receives from Sileſia; 
ſeveral linens of the ſtronger kind from Weſt. 
phalia, {arid Lower Saxony; great quan- 
tities of linen yarn from Sileſia and Lu- 
fatia; plates of tin, and wire of iron; braſe, 
and ſteel, from Upper Saxony; pipe and 
hogſhead ſtaves, wainſcot + plank, cla 
boards, oak plank, oak timber, with va- 
rious ſkins from Brandenburgh and Saxony. 
In return for *theſe various articles, which 
Germany exports by way of Hamburgh, 
me receives by the fame” channel, among 
other articles, various woolen manufatures 
| from England, particularly Yorkſhire cloths, 
t0'the amount, as they aſſert. of one hun- 
dred thoufand © pounds; alſo Eaſt- India 
E ſugar i in great quantities from Bog 
land, and yet more from France, wines, bran= 
dies, &c. and various mänufactures from 
England, France; and Holland. "Two! hun- 
dred Engliſh ſhips annually enter the Elbe 
the chief of which "come" back * freigh . 


from | 
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| from Spain, Fortugal, and Haly.: hey | 
| have twenty-two ſhips, the-latgeſt bdong- 
ing to them axe regularly employed im the | 
trade ef Londen, making each -ohe-voyags 
every . chere an back. theſe ſhips 
are tlie principal ones for: this trade, for it 
. pines more advantageous to em- 
ploy them than Engliſh ſhips. Ehe Dutch 
|  alſo,cary on a very eanſulerable trade with 
this city, in which they have great advan- 
tages by means of their Eaſt-India goods, 
their monopoly of ſpices, and their bac. 
h e The French likewiſe come 
: E acthare ; their trade rd His: mach 
England in — eee, gu EL LO £62 
They have ſeveral confiderable - e 
wares within the city, of which the moſt. 
important is ſugar-baking, or refining; this 
buſineſs is ſo flouriſhing as to.;cmploy. no 
less than three hundred ſugar-babbers, for 
they ſupply all Germany, and the prineipal 
markets of the North. This trade depends 
very much on the commeree with Great 
Britain, as from thence. they have moſt of 
their -Muſcovado ſugars. France ſup plies | 
them with ſome, and before the laſt; w: 
with, more than at preſent; for the conque 
* the. French GP * the _ 
: © gy 


8 


* 


SNN AN V. big 
Veh 150 the hands of the London mer 5 
Chants, they made ſo good a uſe of 2 en- | 
Targed correſpondence, . as to preſerve : A 
greater thare, at the peace than, they eng 
joyed before the war, This is one inſtance, 
and a very ſtriking one, that a correſpond- 
ence once e. and ſupported by ſtocks 
in tra cult to be overthrown 


The caving 2+ hrocades,. 8 
e rich ſilks, forms another . 
of manufacture, which has much increaſed- 
"of late years. The ſober — 4 — ons | 
.complain. of che inereaſe of luxuty in their 
on city, and indeed it would. be ſurprizing 
"if they eſcaped- entire from the contagion, 
While they employed ſo many hands in | 
feeding the luz 
in the daun Theo — — find a my 
'of Germany, 5 
The Rocking . Wie is KN 2 nt . 8 
1 Which is highly beneficial to the Aan. 


dy employing great numbers of their pogr 
WB . who could not otherwiſe fad a ö 
tance... Another very conſiderable trade | 

that of callico-printing,. which) is carried = 
| 4 . to a very great amount; they rival 
the D ap. this article, — alſo the En- 
_ I _ "wr 


ury of the German — 5 
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glich i in common goods; but, for the ele- 
pant patterns on very fine linens, no nation 
equals the printers about London, whoſe 
Works are ſought after with ſuch avidity, 
 Uhrough moſt + parts of Europe, that the 
Dutch ſend over vaſt quantities of linens to 
de printed in England: the Hamburghers 
ſendl great quantities of their printed 
into Germany, and alſo to the North. Dy- 
Ang is another branch of their manufactures 
Vßich employs a great number of hands; 
3 "they are reckoned the beſt dyers in Ger 
many. Whalebone is another manufacture 
in which they excel; nor is this an incon- 
ſiderable fabrick : they have entered largely, 
of late _ into the Greenland fiſhery, 
and with” good "ſucceſs ; they reckon 
| Rs the moſt dangerous rivals in this 
 *ifhery that the Dutch have; and certainly 
they have employed ſuch ſtocks in the un- 
aertaking, and conducted with fach ſpirit, 
| * ___ *that they have conſtantly ſent a large num- 
Per of ſhips, well bee fitted out, and man- 
. ned, to = fiſhery 3 ;' this'has increaſed their 
| trade in other articles, from an ability of 
og birt oil and manufactured whalebone 
at the firſt hand: ſo true is it ever found, 
dat the pofleſſon of 'a confiderable com- 
„ meree, 18 the beſt Foundation? in cle, world 
Es. | Whereon 


* 
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n to erect a ſtill greater; and the ac- 
- quiſition,, of one branch is generally fol- 
lpwed by that of another; for a fixed cor- 
reſpondence, and large eſtabliſhed ſtocks, 
have ſuch weight in trade, that ſcarce Any 
thing is able to oppoſe them. 
For the convenience of trade they * 
long had a well eſtabliſhed bank of depoſit, 
which is generally reckoned to be one of 
the beſt and · moſt ſecure. in Europe; it is 
under the direction of ſome of the moſt 
conſiderable merchants in the city, Who are 


appointed annually. by the whole republic, 


and the government is anten for ny 
failure or deficiency. x. "NRA 
The foreign commerce. acid: Qivins. of | 
Pars is riſen to a very extraordinary 
height, conſidering that the whole republic 
conſiſts only of the ſingle city, with ſcarcely 
any territory they aſſured me, that they 
once poſſeſſed ſix :thouſand three hundred 
| ſhips; great and ſmall; but at preſent the 
number was not more than four thouſand 
four hundred, though their burthen is 
greater than formerly; they annually ſend 
from fifty to eighty ſhips.to Greenland alone. 
Tho largeſt veſſels that uſe the port cannot 
come up to the city; but are forced to caſt 
TOY at New Mills, which is four miles 
RD. 1 2 Z below 
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below the town. The tide flows ſixteen 
miles higher up the river than Hamburgh, 
Which is in all about ninety miles from the 
ſea, and is thought to be as long a courſe as 
min any river in Rucope., - | 
Hamburgh io {6606p by trade POO, 
nufacture, that ſcarce any diverſions are to 
be met with in it, "Except billiards, coffee- 
houſes} and concerts. They are fond of 
muſic, and are expenſive in their public eſti- 
bliſhments in its favour. The principal mer- 
_ chants Have private concerts at their houſes, 
at which one ſometimes meets pretty good 
company, that is with people who have ſome 
ideas beyond their counting-houſes. I have 
been introduced to ſome of the moſt conſider- 
able families in the city, and can aflert, 
that there are among them ſome, who have 
improved themſelves by the liberal converſe 
bf the world, in moſt parts of Europe; and 
| throughout the city are many perſons that 
have travelled. In general, there is an in- 
elegance runs through every thing here; but 
we muſt make an exception in favour of 
ſome of the moſt wealthy inhabitants, in 
vehoſe [houſes I haue ſeen; as much eg | 
_ ance of taſte and luxury, as in any houſes of 
perſons of equal fortune in London. But 
e People, not the lower 
e 1 Flas, 


br 
claſſes, but merchants. and manufacturers; 


8 whoſe circumſtances are not great, the very : 


. contrary is the caſe; they are in 3 
equal to the fimilar ranks' in. * trading 
towns in England. - 4 | 
There is one ſpecies of luxury, in which, | 
. hose, none of the Hamburghers vie with 
our Engliſh merchants, I mean in the ex- 


penſiveneſs and elegance of their houſes, ang 


in their coſtly and ornamental furniture; 
ſome of the merchants houſes in London are 


flurniſhed like the palaces of Pringes 3 hut 


the houſes of the richeſt people in this: city 
Have nothing in them that even reaches me- : 
<iverity. | When luxury is entered, it high- 
1y behoves the government of a COUNT a0 | 
tate, or city, to direct that luxury into 
ſuch channels as may prove of moſt ſervice to 


the lower claſſes of the people. In this te- 


ſpect, the taſte of the Engliſh: trader, is of 
an infinite advantage to theit country, by 
finding conſtant employment to great num- 
bers of uſeful artizans and manufacturer: 
and it cannot be doubted but this is far more. 
- beneficial,” than expending the fame money = 
n exceſſive cating and drinking. 


The higheſt appeatance of unuryst Haw- 


burgh, or at leaſt of 13 expence, 


155 


— 


* rote on al, 5 70 —_ call the Mai- 
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taverns, upon occaſion of weddings, chriſten- þ 
ings, name- days, &c. in theſe many of tha 
wealthy people expend as much as would 


— E 
E 


build houſes, and furniſh them When ey 4 


Had "> 


The Hamburghers much affo&t the man- 2 
ners of the French, particularly the women, 


in their dreſs and converſation; but the imi · 
tation is not that which will pleaſe any 
other nation; the men are full of French in 


language, dreſs, ceremony, and compliment. 


Coaches at Hamburgh are not conſidered 
there as an article of luxury ; they are kept 
* vaſt numbers of tradeſmen, from Whom 


one could not expect tuch an exertion of 1200 - 


ce. EF Jad. & 


1 eſtes d 19 0 the Hambuch 2 
are veiy fond of muſic, and particularly of 


giving concerts; their taſte once carried 


_ them to the maintenance of an Italian opera, 
which in ſuch a city 757 T think, running 


into luxury too Prat and ſo they found; for 


they could not ſupport, it properly, and fo 


it dropped. They have t theatre, on which 


German and French comethes are exhibited : 


in the winter; and of this amuſement they 


are very fond, Another diverſion, of which 
they partake a good deal, is that af walking 


© OE" 
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den's Walk : < it is a beautiful one, on. the 
banks of a baſon, formed by the river Alſter; 

it is a thouſand feet long, but not more tfian 
thirty broad; it is planted on each ſide, and 


nothing parts it from the water but a rail; 
and as there are ſtairs for taking boats and 


barges, the whole is Tacoilinonly chearful 
and a A 1 
'Natwithſtanding t the numerous alters 


at Hamburgh, the city is not a place for 


eating and drinking luxuribufly: their but- 
EF s meat is not excellent, and their fiſh, 
1s little of it of fine forts, nor have they 


ers; the garden ſtuffs and poultry, | 
1 is the beſt fare: claret, that is good, 


is rarely found; but the old hock and rhe- 


niſh they have is in good perfection. My 


quarters were at the Keyzerhoff, where I 
met with extreme good entertainment, a 
are bed, rooms cleaner than in any inn I 
ave been at in Germany, and attentive 
waiting, but the expence runs high; 1 did 
not eſcape under a guinea and half a day. 
Upon the whole, this city is not. a place 


to which a ſtranger ſhould reſort for plear 


ſure: the people are enveloped in trade, 


from: which they do not break forth, but to 


ſome great exertion of entertainment, ſome 


n burial for they entertain at the 


1 4 | | : . V 
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13 death, as well as the birth of thei ie relations)” | 


"FI SF <0 


or wedding; and chen theſe times of luxury 

and expence are not under the influence. of 

„ TIN or elegance: the manners of the peo ple 
do not pleaſe, for they are an aukward {a a 
5 ture of German plainneſs with Trench. 
cec.ÿrlat; of German honeſty with French in 
5 Gincerity; a and make in the whole but a'm ul 

ley; figure. Their amuſetnepts do not 

ſerve the name, muſic excepted, and that 


— 


is often bad 5 and the places of receptio on 

for ſtrangers vile, except one houſe, ad 

ſtthat is extravagantliy dear ; from whence it 

may cafily. be judged, that . = na 

| : = for ANTE If . ang a +: 
* „„ | TE GASES | 
. oft. :v; "oy 

: Travels 


penny 


a * 
- 
4 % 
- 
2 
* 
1 
* 
7 
$ 
$4 : 
: * 
* 
1 
, 2 0 18 
* * 
1 
» — 1! 
s 1 
* 


ravels through 


N 7% 


: * f 
P 1 
is a 
- 
% * 
* 
1 1 ; 
PV, 
8 + > Q bg 
* 
by 
£8 7 
« * 5 : 
% 
5 1 
5 
1 Be” + * * 
, 5 2 
3 
2 0. 
: \ * 
* q 
237 
- 
: ' 
3 * 
#3 1 
- 
. 
" 
a 
4 ” 
1 
* 
E * 
. 
a 
. ” 
[2 
* 
/ 
* 
1 
* 


Denmark. 


* 


* 


— 


OC „„ 


% 
2 4 
— 
# ' 
> 
6 
« 
} 
— 
* 
* 
3 . 
- * 
0 
— 
5 
4 — 
— 
- 
1 
a * 
+ 
4 
- 
— 
i 8 


.* N s 
# 57 . PST RE 
3 : * — 1 . : % ; 
* 2 
* g 8 75 de Be 
ax * 7 


AltensLubeek—Curi ous le ed dd 
Hufen and Sl, efwick—Deſeription of the , 
_ Country: — Denmark — Accidental meeting 
u a Dani iſh N obleman—His great Im- 
| _ provements deſcribed — Manufaftures—Com- 
mere Agriculture—His enlarged views— 
Juourney through the N ortbern Faris N 
- Denmark, 85 . . 


Left Hombare h the 21t of 1 
4 Falling —— the Elbe to Altena is 
pleaſant enough; that town is the well 
known rival to Hamburgh, built profeſſedly 
to ſteal its trade; and it muſt be confeſſed, 
That the ſituation is very well adapted for the 
pilfering deſign; nor has it failed, for ſhe 
has proved a thief in earneſt. The mer- 
chants at tkis place have been encouraged ſo 
much, by its being declared a free port, and 
by the open liberty of conſcience allowed 
her, that they have made the town flouriſh : 

54 mo is more * e on here than the 
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Hamburghers will own; nor is this at all! 


ſuprizing, for the city of Hamburgh has 


done ſo much miſchief to her own trade, 
by cuſtoms and exelſſes, whilſt Altena, be- 
ing free, hath taken immediate advantage 
of any ſuch errors. One great inſtance of 
this is in Sileſia linens; a ſmall duty was 
laid upon them at e Which threw 


ir 
d - 


has ac goed rey ever Trice. 
This ſhews, among a thouſand other in- 
ſtances, how dangerous a thing trade is to | 
meddle with; it cannot be burthened or 
clogged ever o Nttle without danger of its 
taking flight, With Hamburgh the (cafe 
18 Particulatiy delicate, for Altena is on the 
Tame river, commands the ſame inland na- 
Vigation, and has the great advantage of be- 
ing a free port; ſo that it is impoſſible an 
error ſhould be committed on one fide 
of the Water, without albantatze being 
taken of it on the other.. 

The buildings at Altena are benter i in ap 
pearance than thoſe of Hamburgh; the 
Urects are ſtrait and regularly built, wide, 


and 


* 


and well paved. There is a new Town- 
Houſe erected, and ſeveral other. public 
buildings ſhew, that the place is on a flou- 
riſhing and improving hand. The merchants 
| houſes, like thoſe of Hamburgh, are on the 
water-fide, ſo that ſhips unload and load at 
theiridoors. The King of Denmark made 
it the ſtaple of the Daniſh Eaſt India com- 
pany, which has been of very great im- 
portance to the town: this meaſure Was an 


admirable one; for Altena, by means of cher 


ſituation, diſtributes the India goods where 
no other town in Denmark could; the ſends 
large quantities into moſt parts of Germany,. 
antl herein rivals the Hamburghers, :who are 
forced to buy theirs of the Dutch. In all 

cheſe points the intereſt of Denmark has 
tury, from a noble attention in their Kings 

to promote whatever has been maſt ao "ws 
9 intent of their ſubjects. 

But while I e enn e _ | 
Fear receives from the eſtabliſument of 
Alterna, and the conſiderable trade carried 
on in it, I muſt, at the ſame time, obſer ve, 
that the great freedom of reception vhich 
reigns here, brings all ſorts of: wretches 
here; even malefactors from Hamburgh 
here find an aſylum; 3 nor does a merchant 


or 


126 TRAVELS THROUGH | 
or tradeſman of any kind fail and - defraud 
their creditors, but he appears here again 
on the ſtage, and carries on a-freſh trade, 
as if nothing had happened: no ſtews or 
ſtreet-walkers are allowed at Hamburgh, 
but both abound at Altena in the greateſt 
plenty; and the place ſwarms with Jews, 
who are not of that advantage to its com- 
merce which ſome have thought. 
The way from Altena to Lubec, which 
was the route I propoſed taking, is back 
near Hamburgh, and then turning off to the 


left, the diſtance near forty miles; and 


there being no place on the road, at which 
the accommodation for lying would be to- 
lerable, I determined to ſtay ws night. at 
Altena, and go off early next morning, ſo 
as to reach Lubec by night: my landlord, 
who, by the way, is an impoſing raſcal, in- 
troduced to me a gentleman, a profeſſor, he 
called himſelf, in one of the univerſities of 
Saxony, who had travelled much in Hol- 
ſtein and Denmark; that he might give me 
ſome intelligence of the proper meaſures to 
be taken in a journey, I invited the man of 
learning to dine with me: he proved a very 
ſenſible intelligent man: fortunately for ma. 
Ws wy TO ee and 1 * much 
= e HT: dor 


* 


» 2:4 25 04x 


converſation with him, which proved of 
great uſe to me afterwards. 
le affured me, that 1 ſhould not find 
| weten in Holſtein and Denmark near ſo 
diſagreeable as in Weſtphalia and the Elec- 
torate of Hanover; that the people were 
cleaner, and infinitely more civil; but that 
1 ſhould by all means buy horſes, inſtead of 
depending on thoſe at the poſt town; horſes, 
he ſaid, were cheap at Altena, and I ſhould 
travel quicker with my own than with 
hired. I followed his advice, and bought 
| three,” a pair for my chaiſe, and one for my 
man; I alſo hired a German poſtillion to 
drive me through Denmark, and alſo Sweden, 
in caſe I ſnould go over thither. This man 1 
conſidered as a treaſure, for I could under- 
tand him very well in French, and he could 
ſpeak German, Daniſh, and Swediſh; this was 
Juſt ſuch an interpreter as I wanted. I made 
ſome enquiries of the worthy profeſſor, con- 


cCerning the ſtate of Holſtein and Denmark, and 


the tracks of country in them the moſt worth 
ſeeing: -he told me I ſhould find much en- 
tertainment in the great improvements made, 
wherever I turned myſelf; that government 
had ' eſtabliſhed manufactures in various 
places, which were of the greateſt ſerviec to 
the country's and that uncommon ericou- 

| ragement 
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been for an age before. The Profeſſor fa- 
voured me with his company for the beſt 
part of the evening, during which time 
we had a very great variety of converſation 
of the ſtate of Germany, the progreſs of li- 
terature, the events of the laſt war, and 4h 
proſpect of a new one. 
The next morning took chaiſe for 1 


The country is, in general, ſandy, ſtoney, : 


or woodland; but I paſſed feveral tracks, 
in which are meadows and paſtures of a to- 
lerable appearance. I could not perceive 
any of thoſe improvements, which my 
friend, the Profeſſor, aſſured me I ſhould 
| ſee very thickly ſtrewed over the country. 
1 obſerved ſcarce any incloſures, which 
is alone a mark of a general bad manage- 
ment. I baited at Schoenbar, and again at 
Stenhorft, a village about twelve miles on 
this fide Lubeck. I had no great reaſon from 


vility of the e and the country, for 
moſt of the way, uli you get within a few 
miles of Lubeck, is poor and . 
but there it begins to mend much. 

Lubeck is pretty well ſituated on a river 
that falls into the Baltick, about eight miles 
from it, at a village where the port for ſhips 
18, for only ſmall craft can come up to the 
Vor, II. | KK: city. 
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city. It is odly built on two ſides of a 
hill, but is romantic to look at for that 
reaſon; at the bottom of each declivity is 
a river. The ſtreets are hetter laid out than 
thoſe of Hamburgh, broad and regular, and 
the houſes in general pretty well built. 
The city is kept very clean, by means of its 
uneven ſituation, for every ſhower, of rain 
waſhes down all dirt, and leaves it in better 
order than any ſcavengers could. Here are 
ſome public buildings, which they make a 
parade of ſhewing to ſtrangers, but there is 
very little remarkable in them; it bath five 
churches, aon Paule an arſenal, and an 
hoſpital. E cath t cut 
St. Mary 8 rh is the moſt canſiderable 
in the place it is a lofty, edifice, ſtanding in 

the midit of the city: it has a double ſterple, 
two hundred and ſeventeen. yards high, 
built in;1304 ; the inſide gf, it, is 4 
ornamented with pillars, monuments, &c. 
but there are few of them which deſerve 
much notice. The great alter is;yery pighly 
executed in marble, by Quillin. hg did fo 
many at Antwerp; near it ig f famoyg.clock, 
5 2 is the moſt, remarkable. object at Lu- 
eck; it exhibits the egliptic, zodiac, equa- 
tor, and tropics, and the planets in their ſe- 
veral aa, ; WHY are ſo minutelp done, 
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cable” her ſituation and exe el ent port are 
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extremely advantageous for the commerce « of 


the Baltick. She imports the products of 


Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Ruſlia, and Po- 
land; and by her inland nayigation diſtri- 


butes them through many parts of Germany. 


They import from the ſouth of Europe, and 


from the countries, on the Rhine, much ; 
wine, which they ſend into all the countries 


on = Baltick; and the places with which 


ſhe. has moſt; trade are, Riga, Revel, N arva, 


and Peterſhur gh. / 


In many particulars there is a en 


. between the way of living, diverßons, and 


manners of the people of Lubeck, with: 
thoſe of Hamburgh : there i is not much to 
admire in either, but the former, I think, 


are more cleanly, and their houſes better, 
and much more agreeably furniſhed. . Ano- 
ther circumſtance, I think right 1 to mention, 


is the goodneſs of the inns ; I found a good. 


houſe, extreme good proviſions, cleanlineſs, 


and much civility, at the King of England's 


Head, and, at the fame time, full as cheap 
again! as at the Keyzerhoff at Hamburgh. 


The 24th I left Lubeck, and took the 


road to Travemund, which is at the diſ- 
tance of about eight miles: it is properly the 
port to Lubeck, for here the ſhips of great 


burthen take 1 in and deliver their cargoes : | 
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the harbour is very ſaſa and convenient; and 
er that anck the town are ell. Fortified, at 
6expence::of the) Juybockets.: -i Having 
aſtod, dnilcheen)civiliynichitentained; 1 
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pared: I remarked they ſowed no land with 
wheat but what was well manured ; for 
which purpoſe they uſe a compoſt, which 
they are very attentive and careful in 
making: it conſiſts in litter, the dung of 
their cattle, earth dug out of bogs, and wood 
aſhes; this they mix together, by turning 
over ſevexal times, and once or twice a 
week they water it well, by throwing up the 
emptyings of a little reſervoir near it, which 
fills, with the drainings of the dupghill, from 
rains: this fyſtem appears to be very enlight- 
encd ; whether it was recommended by au- 
thors who have written on huſbandry I do 
not recollect, but At; — ark at- 
ten tion { 
Kiel is a town. of 8 — in — cchgy 
IV from its trade, which is carried on by 
means of a bay of the Baltick, that comes 
um to it, and mixes its waters with thoſe of 
the lake. It is pretty well built, the ſtreets 
trait and wide, and has ſome public build- 
- ings deſerving of notice; particularly a ducal 
palace, an univerſity, a town-houſe where 
the eſtates of the Duchy uſed to meet, and 
an hoſpital, together with a caſtle on a hill, 
which once was ſtrong; a wall divides it 
into an old and new town; the new is the 
beſt built, but the beſt ſtreets in it are diſ- 


e rows of trees, which Dutch cuſ- 


tom, 


DEN M 4 N 


tom, of rus in urbe, is deteſtable. The rows 
of trees on the harbour are hav av ge omg 
an walks agreeable enough. 14 
From Kiel I reached Rendfburgh” by 
might) through 2 country : principally ads 
_ dicted to feeding cattle. 1 the peas 
ſunts ſeemed to be eaſy in their circums 
ſtances; moſt of them are little farmers, 
and maſters of large herds of cattle and 
hogs. I found in ſome parts that they hired 
little farms of the nobility, upon leaſe; which 
is what I had not ſeen fbr a long while; 
and theſe people appear to profit by the 
favour, though their farms are too ſmall 
to ſhew'it much, and ſome of them con- 
fiſting in nothing more than a regular 
licence of turning a certain number of cat- 
tle and hogs into certain woody tracks of 
foreſt land. Rendſburgh is pretty ſtrongly 
fortified, but Ido not think it within many 
degrees of being impregnable, which the 
inhabitants give out. 1 met with excellent 
entertainment at the Lubeck Arms in this 
place, and at a very reaſonable rate: J had 
wild fowl, lobſters,” potted moor game, and 
ſeveral other diſnes for my ſupper, with a 
bottle of wine, which they called claret, but 
reſembled the port we drink in England 
from Guernſey; and the whole reckoning, [| 
for W two ſervants, and three horſes, = 
came 
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came:to.n0 maro-than fifteen ſhillings Eng- 


h 5 lone oi ti . dads vo 
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eff L ir tic pretty. firongly, well 
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well pavedioandiths.pplaco-very populous for 
ye gilt tRepRblieoAuile 180 
dusal ales which theydbew to ſtrangers: 
_ KcHo8shot, Ng muck tet iτ thy 
tic except Bidibraryi:ambneh contains a 
fen antisut manzſeripte, and: a. cabinet, of 


 tbidgnthatatenrdllyoenridus. l ther gar- 
denstarg eme mattr-Wonka, walks 
unthe bid taſtemwehich the .pabry people: of 
that; conntty 1 tlnkigreatberbitions of tag - 
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manutnentedf thehuga:famdilins;: das ene 
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vellaniw! fl9t9ys} 2df 10 dggons big 
Map Ybſitks I reached aBltenfburgh: by 
an the diſtance of about ſex 
hee? * 5 venteen 


nritirwi natural -hiſtbrynör hich das a em 
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venteen miles! This ſtage? was through a 
country, which, upon the whole, is pre 

well cultivated. I obſerved ih many of the 
farms Dee were-fowing rye;' the foil 
being a light, faitlyllbaw; upoacrenquiring 


| why they did nbt- ply ät ta'wheat, they 
aid they had no compbſt fer it R rem 


whence I underſtodd that! „ 
they make between theſe grains bs} tlie 

rye will de ußon the fame fand as whealy 
rein 4 no manùre is ſpread?; atid that wHted 
will-do'up6ri the rye land; if well tnanuredy 
The furms I ſto at were cultivated B by 
peaſants} for 4 nobleman! in the neighbeutf 


hood. e ſuppoſe, thatotheE 


peaſants in Denmark are ſbld with the er 
Hke cattle; from what I obſerved, yr 
ſeem to have! fome degreb of 

the farms they cultivate z; Butslam- alle, 
that theytidws muEαꝰ oDfthistteaſe under 
which theydivę, to foro neut regulations 


which have lately been fluedby theminiftry 


at Copeniagen Lohſerred 16&&ral fioldsibf 
turnips with cabbage leaveg bf which 
müde inehtion] before; theſb theyrnouttivare 
for their oattle in winter and thiey / fiiid / tho 
are hardy enough for the ſevereſt winters; 
which is certainly à very valuabie quality. 
In W they have” tolerable W 
I HELI for 
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for their cattle, but in winter they are often 
much troubled to find food enough. 
| The town of Flenſburgh is very well ſitu- 
ated at the bottom of a bay of the Baltick. 
| ſt i is very well built of brick; the ſtreets be- 


ing broad, ſtrait, and fome of them very well 


paved; but others very deep and miry. 


The harbour is a good one, admitting ſhips 


of four hundred tons burthen up to the 
town; this 1 is ſuch an advantage, that the 
town carries on a pretty good tr ade. The 
principal building 1 in the town is St. John's 


church, which is an andſome edifice: the 


ſituation of the tows is romantic, being 
nearly ſurrounded ith mountains, at a 


ſmall diſtance. I found very decent accom- 


modation here, at the ſign. of the Prince; 
and upon explaining to my landlord my 
deſign of travelling through the whole 


Peninſula of 150 e „before I took the tour | 
to Copenhagen, and that 1 | 
ſhould go firſt to Rypen, he aſſured me that 
I ſhould find it but a diſagreeable journey; 
that I had near forty mills to Rypen, with- 
out one public accommodation at which T 
could think of lodging; that even for my 


of the iſland 


dinner he would recommend me to take 
ſome cold fowl and ham, with a lobſter or 
two, and ſome Win he told me, that 1 

. N ſhould 


— . 
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Mould find the people very civil, and that 
my horſes would be taken good care of, 
and well fed. This advice of my landlord 
I thought very rational, and therefore de- 
termined to purſue it; and I had no reaſon 
to repent of the precaution. I found the 
country wary well cultivated, much better 
than any I had been in ſince I entered 
Denmark. I — by very little waſte lands 
moſt of it was occupied by corn not yet 
reaped, by ſtubbles, by turnips, or by Meg- 


dows and paſtures. There was an ellential 


difference, I found, between the ſtate of the 
countrymen in ſome tracks, from what I 
obſerved in others; for I paſſed through 
{ome , eſtates in which they had no pro- 
perty, but ſeemed to be as entirely depend- 
ant on the will of the landlord as the cat- 
tle in the fields ; and it was viſible, in the 
miſery which I found in the cottages, that 

this. ſtate of villainage is pernicious to the in 
tereſts of the country. Another circum- 
ſtance I remarked was, the country feats, 
which are ſpread, chough thinly, . over the 


| country : : through Germany 1 took notice. 
ſcarcely of one; but in this country 1 


reckoned five between Flenſburgh and Ry- 

pen. They have in general a melanchaly, 
5 * appearance n uſually the 
remains 
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remains of old caſtles, with large moats f 


water around them; and the whole half 


ſurrounded with a thick wood. Theſe houſes 
belong either to nobles or gentlemen ; but 


the latter have almoſt as many privileges as 
the former: they are all occupied in cul- 


tivating their eſtates ; but it is very extra- 
ordinary to ſee, that the land thus managed 


dy the owner, is not better conducted than 


' the other tracks in the hands of the far- 01 


mers and peaſants. 
The town of Rypen ſtands on the river 


Nipfaw, which forms three channels, and di- 


vides the place into as many parts: it falls 
into the North ſea about three miles below 


the town, and forms one of the beſt har- 


bours in Denmark. This advantage occa- 
fions trade here in fiſheries, alſo ſome to 
Hamburgh, a little to Amſterdam; and they 
have a few ſmall ſhips which uſe the trade 
from Norway and the Baltick to England, 
There is a univerſity here, but it is not in a 
flouriſhing ſituation; it is likewiſe the ſee of 


—— 


a Biſhop; and they have for their defence 0 


a fortified eaſtle. Their church is built of 


hewn ſtone; the ſteeple is fo high that it 


ſerves as a land-mark to ſailors on this coaſt, 


n is e nd very dangerous. 
5 


* 
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horſes : the peaſants in all Denmark are 
very cautious of working any more ploughs 
than they can poſſibly help, as they pay a 
tax ſor every one; this appears to be as 
great an inſtance of impolicy 1 in the govern- 
ment as ever I met with in any country; 
there is not, in the circle of political œconomy, 
any object more important than that of the 
proper method of impoſing taxes: ſuppoſing 
it was right, that the huſbandry of a coun- 
try ſhould be ſaddled with a great propor- 
tion of them, yet is it of vaſt importance 
to lay them on in ſuch a manner that they 
ſhall not occaſion evils greater than their be- 
nefits, and be loſſes inſtead of gains to a 
government. Every ſhilling, that is laid 
upon ploughs, weavers ſhuttles; or mer- 


15 Chants ſhips, robs. the ſtate of pounds. 1 


Advancing with ſome. expedition I got 
to Ringſkopping, ſeven and twenty miles 
from Warde, through a country part of 
Which is gel well cultivated; but it con- 
tains much waſte. That town is a port, 
Which, by means of a long peninſula run- 
ning before it, is very ſecure from all winds 
they have a little trade here. I ſaw three or 
four ſhips in the harbour, which had been 
in the Baltick, and at England: I find there 
are many ſhips kept in theſe little ports, in 


n N N . 
Denmark, which are chiefly maintained by 
carrying deals to London, and other parts 
of England, principally from Norway; and 
at theſe little towns they are generally the 
property of the captain, at leaſt he has a 
Principal ſhare in them. There 1s nothing 
worthy of note in Ringſkopping, and the inn 
I took up at was a miſerable one, but the 
people were civil. 

The 29th in the morning 1 paſſed on 
: towards Hodſedbrugh, the diſtance is twenty 
three miles; part of the country is moun= 
tainous, and has the appearance of a black 
moor; but the flat parts are pretty well 

_ Cultivated, I paſſed. through two noble- 
mens eſtates, whoſe caſtles were within 
fight; and I found, on enquiry, that they 

were all cultivators of their own lands, by 

means of the peaſants, who are generally in 

a ſtate of villainage. 1 had the accident of 

my chaiſe breaking down on a ſtoney piece 
of road, near one of theſe caſtles, which 
would have been an unlucky circumſtance, 
for ſmiths and wheel-wrights are wonder 
fully ſcarce but in the larger villages; 
fortunately, however, the owner of the 

caſtle, Count Roncellen, as they called him, 
was on horſeback, in fight of my diſtreſs : 


he rode up to us, and viewing the accident, 
L 2 | ſpoke 


\ 
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ſp 3 to. me in Daniſh and German, but 


my poſtillion | replying to him he addreſſed 
me in French, 4 5 finding that T did not 


underſtand thoſe languages. He enquired | 
Very p politely from Whence 1 came, and 
; where 1 was going? 1 told him my buſineſs 
: Was a journey of curioſity, to view tlie dif- 
Ferent kingdoms of the Lorth; that I Was 
an Engliſhman, and came laſt from Ham- 
*burgh. He then, in a very eaſy and agree- 
able manner, defired'me to walk up to His 
Chateau, and he would'take'care to ſend a 
Tmith, and other people, to repair my car- 
fi age Tor me. This adventure pleaſed "tile 
much, not only for its extricating me Out 
ſuch a cifficulty, but atfo for wing me an 
5 opportunity to make enquiries iffto "thoſe 
circumſtances of the country, in Which 1 
Was deſixous of gaining | information. Ac- 
Tce ERIN his invitation, we thoved 
"towards the caſtle, and the Count alighting 
| from his horſe, Walked with ine, 1877 27 


5 

4 2 g 9 Sen enge iries into the d- 

tives of my journey. This, ſays he, Is Vat 
"a wild neglected” country, contarning ve 

Aittle to be ſeen, and ſcarcely ever viſited 5 
travellers ; no body, 1 believe, chmes into 
Denmark, ald ke, but ſuch as Yo directly 


8 | „0 
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to 8 and we, being out of that 
toute, are ſcarcely eyer viſited by travellers. 
| I replied, that I had, many years ago, tra- 


. velled through France, Italy, and the beſt 
part of Germany; but upon my return to 


England, I found I had been the tour that 
every body elſe goes, and which has been 
deſcribed a thouſand times; that 1 had a 


F955 curioſity to ſee the Northern parts of 


urope, which are ſeldom viſited by tra- 
vellers of my country; and upon my res 
turn from Italy, 1 determined, whenever 
I could eaſily command the time, to exa- 


mine them attentively ; ; that I had this year 


carried it into execution, having paſſed 


through Holland, F landers, Weſtphalia, ; 
feet: and was now on the tour of Den- 
mark. The Count replied, that 1 might 


3 


meet with entertainment in Holland and 


_— — * 


Flanders, but as to Weſtphalia, the Elec- 


torate of Hanover, and Holſtein and Slef- 
Wick, they could afford very little enter- 
ment to a man who had travelled in France 
and Italy , and. who had reſided i in England. 
In 2 Bly I faid that I did not come into the 
North to ſee pictur res and ſtatues, « or to hear 


operas, but to obſerve the manners « of the 


uch the ſtate of agriculture, the nature 


ufactures, 155 Ly e appear- 
| 8 3 TY " ance 
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_ ance. of the country. Oh! Oh! foid he, 
you travel then philoſophically ;I ran through 
England, France, Italy, and all Germany, 
but, unfortunately, not with the views that 

you now. make the objects of your journey. 
This converſation held us till we got to 


the caſtle; the Count carried me through 


ſeveral large rooms, to one in which the 
breakfaſt equipage was ſpread z preſently, a 

lady of middle age appeared, and: alſo a 
young gentleman ; the Count introduced 
me to them; the one was his ſiſter, and the 
other his nephew, a young Lord, who was 
juſt going upon a. journey of pleaſure to 
England, being related to, the Baron de 


| | Furſtentein, Ambaſſador extraordinary from 


Denmark at the court of London. They 
both received me very politely, and entered 
into converſation in French upon my tra- 
vels. Breakfaſt was preſently ſerved up, it 
conſiſted only of coffee, milk, and a baſon 
of water gruel for the Count, which ſeemed 
to be his regular diet. The young noble- 
man, whoſe name was Baron de Raden, 
made many enquiries concerning England, 

all which I replied to as well as I was able: 

I found he intended making a reſidence there 
long enough to gain the language, The 
. alked me ok particulars of my 
TR +. ideas 


* 
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ideas concerning Denmark : he ſaid I muſt 
fee a great difference in the country, in the 


population, and the induſtry of the inha- 


bitants, between England and their country. 


I obſerved, that our peaſants in England were 


in much happier circumſtances, and which 


muſt neceſſarily occaſion a greater populouſ- 
neſs; and that the cuſtom in England, of 
letting the lands in farms, was the reaſon 
that our agriculture made a ſo much better 
figure than in Denmark. That, replied 
the Count, is very true, but we have the 
advantage of you in other circumſtances; 
our nobility and gentry of large fortunes 


ene their own eſtates, though of great 
extent; and certainly this makes the ſoil 
yield a greater produce than if it was under 
the management of a parcel of miſerable 
peaſants. True, Sir, replied I, but our foil 
is not managed' by miſerable peaſants, but 
by rich farmers, many of them men of con- 


ſiderable ſubſtance and independance; if 


they were all as poor as the peaſants of Den- 
.migeks, I ſhould agree with you at once. 


The Count then obſerved to me, that I 
was in ap error, in ſuppoſing that they had 
no farmers in Denmark; we do not call 
them fo, continued he, but boors and pea- 


g indiſeriminately, whether they hire 
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lands of us, or whether they axe in a tate af 


villainage; and to convinee you of this, I 


will, before dinner, ſhew you ſome farms 
that J have let almoſt in the Engliſh man- 


ner; and I will, at the ſame time, have the 
pleaſure of ſhewing you a little manufactory, 


the employment of the poor. A ſervant 
ſoon after came in, to let me know that my 


chaiſe was repaired; and ready to proceed. 


I made a motion to take my leave; but the 


Count, in a moſt obliging manner, aſſured 


me that I ſhould. ſpend the day with him; 
and not hearing any excuſes, ordered the 
horſes to be taken off, and put into his ſta- 


"bles, and the ſervant and poſtillion to be 


taken care of. I thanked him for his ei- 


vility, but he ſaid the pleaſure would be all 
his own. He then ordered horſes to be got 


ready for ue, that he might ſhew me ſome of 
18 undertakings. 


As we rode along 5 expreſſed himſelf 


in general as follows: the trade and ma- 


nufactures, Sir, that have been ſpread through 
moſt parts of Europe, have leſſened every 


where the value of money; this we have 


* 


which I have eſtabliſhed on my eſtate, for 


found in Denmark, though perhaps not in 
ſuch a degree as you have in England; the 
denen has horns that t the lr: who 


I live | 


lire upon the rated.i income <a ts eſtates, | 


find themſelves every day poorer and poorer; 


this is occaſioned by the products of their 


lands not ſelling at a price propartioned to 


the rates of thoſe commodities they chiefly 


buy: this, I apprehend, is not the caſe 
with you, as I hear, and indeed ſee, by 
ſome of your news-papers,, that there 


are many complaints among you, on ac- 


count of the high prices of the neceſſaries of 
life; this proves to me, that the value of 


the eſtates in England muſt be greatly 
. which then throws . Your nobility 


upon a par with thoſe whoſe incomes vary 


"oh the variations of money: this, I ſup- 


poſe, is owing to the great number of ma- 


nufactures among you, which occaſions an 
increaſe of population, and that brings 
with it an increaſe of the value of all the 
articles conſumed by manufacturers. Now 
it is, in this par ticular, that Denmark is 
unfortunate: it is true, our gracious King 
is really the father of his people, and has 
formed more eſtabliſhments in favour of 


the arts and commerce than half the mo- 
narchs of Europe : he has fixed manufac- 


tures of ſeveral ſorts in various parts of his 
dominions, but theſe are too inconſiderable 


yet to have a general effect: they are. 


however, 
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however, of great utility to their reſpective 
neighbourhoods; and it is the obſervation 
of this that has induced me to attend to 
the beſt methods of improving an extenſive 
property around this caſtle, which yielded, 


. when 1 came to It, e an inconfiderable 


income. Hs 

From TRE I have es evhtighice 
the Count; in England, France, and Hol- 
land, the value of land, that is the income 
of it, depends exactiy on the neighbour- 


hood of manufactures; for land 1 no where 


lets ſo well as cloſe to great cities. What 


we want in Denmark is a market; we 
have had ſeveral edicts in favour of agricul- 


ture, but giving us a market for our pro- 


ducts would be better than a thouſand 


edits; with theſe ideas it is that I have 
been ſo folicitous to increaſe the number of 


people on my eſtate, and to add to their 
25 conſumption, being under the convictions 

that if I can fix an induſtrious colony of ma- 
nufacturers on it, I ſhall of courſe * im- 


prove the agriculture of it. 
Here I obſerved to him, that ries, 


if left to. itſelf, would not thus BE nt | 


9 improved. 

1 conmrebiews: you; :roptied the: "IBS 
old e will continue among the pea- 
5 _ 


05 


5 E N MARE. 153 
7 fans, however abſurd they may be; but I 


did not mean that I had left them to them- 


ſelves entirely, only that the providing a 
market was the firft object, as all other 
means or changes in the common practice 


would, without that, do nothing: for of 


vhat conſequence is it that you teach your 


people to be excellent huſbandmen, if they , 
do not find it eaſy to get money for their 


good crops? I can further have the ſatisfac- 


tion of telling you, that I find from experi- 


ence that theſe ideas are juſt; for ſince I 


fully entered into the ſpirit of this conduct, 
I have ſeen. the truth of jt exemplified: on 
my own eſtate; for ſince I have fixed ſome 


manufacturers here, and built a village for 


[4 them, the products which the farmers have 


raiſed have found a much better - market, 


and paid them better for their trouble: than 
ever was known before. 


We had arrived by this time on on the- con- 


a 19858 of a little town, which made a ve 
: agreeable figure, upon the fide of a hill, in 


a fruitful ſpot, with a river at the bottom. of 


the declivity. | 1 | 

Here, ſaid the 3 is a = little FR 
every houſe of which I have built myſelf, 
and filled them with manufacturers. We 
| ne it; he ſhewed me the fabrics which 


Es he 


— 
* n 


A — 1＋* — — — * — — — * 

© « ——— — FEDERER ly = 

rr 3 - ＋ 
r ee F. TIT” 4 RC 


156 TRAVELS THROUGH 


he had, eſtabliſhed they were chiefly. of 

wool: there were great numbers of ſpinners, 
combers, and weavers they made coarſe 
cloth, worn by the poor people of all this 
country. The manager of the works was an 
Engliſhman from Eſſex, who, 1 ſuppoſe, 
the Count had brought with him when he 
was upon his tour through England. I am. 
no judge of theſe fart of works, but the peo> 
ple, native Danes, as well as the Engliſh- 

men, carry on their work with quickneſs 
and intelligence. The Count informed me 
that he had four hundred hands employed 
upon woollen goods alone; that he wrought 
up all the ſorts of eloathipg, which found 
a a ready, market in this country, that is, ſuch. 
as all the country men and women wore... I 
alked him how he ſucceeded as to profit? 
He replicd, very indifferently, if I ſpeak as 


2 manufacturer; for had I been a mers 


maſter of it, i ſhould have been ruined. 
What this is owing to I know not; but I 


ſiuppoſe, to my nat being able to give that 


attention to the buſineſs which a man 
would do who is to make his bread by it. 
However, Sir, continued he, I make all 1 
wiſh for by it; I pay my expences, and 
there is enough left to anſwer all the de- 


e which are made, on me, on 2 . 
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of the buildings I have erected; fo that 1 
am a clear gainer of the number of people 
-T have fxed on my eſtate; and I dare ſay 
you eomprehend my meaning ſufficteritly 


to Tee, ' _ this was ee yOu 1 wiſhed 


The bunt ewed me nee 

we; which was that of leather ; he had 
erected ſeveral tanneries, whic Prepared 
the hides for manufacturing into. doublets, 


breeches, boots, ftockings, and ſhoes; of 


ttheſe varibus artiſts, he has to the number 
_ of near three hundred; and the products / of 


their labour find, like thoſe of his woolen - 


manufacture, a free and quick ſale in the 


neighbouring country. M. le Counf in- 
formed me, that this manufacture was / more 


Profitable to him than that of woollen 


goods. The next fabric he thewed me, 
Was that of turners ware. He had laid in 


-large ſtocks of -becch wood, elm, horn-beam, 


Holly, and ſeveral other ſorts.; and fixed 
many artiſts in this | way to turn diſhes, 


plates, platters, cups, ſaucers, -bowls, 


ſeoops, and various other articles, Which 5 


are in common uſe among the People in all 
the adjacent towns and -villages ; of theſe 
2 ns as Feckous one hundred and 2 


** 4 
a 82 n 2 4 i a #7 os 2, o $2 Ee ff 5 5 
T 8 « l 1 FS 
5 % * 


— 


— 


7 g n ” 8 — 1 „ 
eee a 
o CCC 2. 


. 
Y ST zo» =» 


r ECTS 
EE ME ant 
8 rr 


FB 
1. 
3 
Pot 
wn 
U 
= 
4 
q 
"a 
J 


15 TRAVELS THROUGH 
perſons em ployed i in preparing and working 


up the raw materials. 
He has alſo a ſmall linen mantfagory, 
which employs: above forty hands, and of 
which the ſucceſs is ſo advantageous, that 
it increaſes every day: they work: up 
only coarſe cloths for: ſheets, ſhirts, 'and, 
other purpoſes, WP 5 lower" ot of 
people. 3 © a4 
But none of his works: FROLY to pleaſe | 
this moſt patriotic nobleman equal to his 
manufacturies of iron; of ' theſe he worked 
all ſorts of implements in common uſe, 
whether for the furniture of houſes, or do- 
meſtic utenſils ;' the machines for artiſts, 
ſuch as wheelwrights, carpenters, black- 
ſmiths; the implements of huſbandry, ſuch 
as ploughs, harrows, rollers, ' carts,” wag- 
Zons, ſpades, ſhovels, forks, rakes, axes, 
&c. all theſe he worked in great numbers, 
and found a ready vent for them. Theſe 
fabrics employed above two hundred men. 
All theſe undertakings employ above a 
f thouſand hands, and the fucceſs of them has 
: proved ſo great, 2s to fix above two thou- 
ſand inhabitants in the town he has built for 
them. It confiſts' of about three hundred 
houſes, all of which the Count either built 
at his own expence, or advanced part of 
| TD Oe Ye 27 5 hs 
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money- towards them, or granted certain 


privileges to thoſe who made him propoſals 


of building. The ſtreets are laid out very 
regularly, interſecting each other at right 


angles; in the center is a large market- 
place, and in the midſt of it, a ſmall but 
neat church; all the town is well paved; 
the houſes are ſmall, but all raiſed with 


brick, and covered with tiles, and make a 


very regular and agreeable appearance. 


The bricks and tiles are all burnt in 


kilns adjoining the town," belonging to the 
Count, and the timber is cut in his foreſts ; 


ſo that the expences were very ſmall, com- 


pared to what they would have been in dif- 


ferent circumſtances; but notwithſtanding | 
theſe advantages, the Count aſſured me, that 


in three and twenty years, ſince he began 
theſe works, he has expended in them the 
ſum of above thirty three thouſand ducats, 


which make near ſixteen thouſand pounds. 


This account includes: the church, the pav- 
ing the town, and the erecting the works 


and buildings for the ſeveral manfactures 


above mentioned, beſides the houſes and 
| ſhares of houſes: excluſive of this expence, 
he has been employed three years in erect- 
ing a handſome bridge over the river, a 


n on the banks oe N. with warehouſes 
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for merchandize, and dry and wet docks 
for building barges, and decked ſloops on 
the river: the tide flows up to the town, 
though at a bonſiderable diſtance from the 
ſea; and the Count, among his noble plans, 
has ſchemed the fixing a trade at it. This 
| town. is ſituated between | Palliſberg and 
ET Wingaard.: the river falls into the gulph 
that Ringſkopping ſtands on, but he is at 
preſent empleyed in cutting a canal, about 
two miles dong, te gain a better naviga- 
tion into a hay to the northward, near Wol- 
borg. By this means, he hepes to be able 
to navigate brigs of one hundred tons; 
whereas. he has at preſent only ve loops, 
sda cach of fifty; tans, Thele.he.,omploys,all ' 
= Ee himſelf ; m bringing materi als for his ma- 
= nufacturts from the Baltick, England, and 
Holland. IIis bridge, Wharf, Gocks, and 
| warchouſes, he calculates will, coſt him 
ſixteen thouſand, mur an his, 7 
5 above three thouſand. inn ! "of 
I do not remember vet raccining = much 
coal pleaſure, as from viewing theſe great 
and noble exertiens of princely. magnifi- 
cence, Which infinitely -execed, all the coſtly 
ornaments which, in ſome. countries, are 
given to the ſeats, of the great. They rer 
ect immortal henour- on -the worthy 
: Count, 
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2 8 hy has the ſpirit Eine to proſe» 
cute the nobleſt works which Europe can 
exhibit. Other noblemen in Denmark have 
| fortunes: equal to this illuſtrious Count; 

in England we have fortunes double and 

treble to his; but where are we to find 
an expenditure of a great eſtate, that reflects 


equal luſtre on the owner ? I mult confeſs, 


I never yet met with an exam ple comparable 


to this, nor can 1 poſſibly dwell. on | it in 


1 the manner it moſt richly deſerves. 


It Was the employment of the day. for 


the Count to carry me through all the ma- 


nufactures, and the different parts of the 


town ; he returned to the caſtle to a late 
diner, I mentioned taking my leave of him, 
but, with great politeneſs, and in the moſt 


obliging manner, he deſired me to defer 


my journey, ſaying he had ſhewn me only 
his manufactures, but he had the effects of 
them on agriculture yet to let me ſee. 


At dinner, and! in the evening, we had abund- 


ance of converſation. concerning the ob- 
jects, 1 had ſeen in the day; and particu- 
cularly on the means, by which the Count 


had been able to effect the cſtabliſhment of - 


the manufactures ＋ had F 
The beginning « of all my undertakings; 


By, that Muſtrious nobleman,” 1 found 5 
Vor. I. ns ever | 


- . 

- 4 

12 

* "Ad 

— 8 
. 


1 


1 
1 
3 1 * 

7 


F 


i 
, 
f 


5 
1 


K „ 
— >, x 


hl 
= 


: 


K r 


— — — — —EÜ—ä—6ää ——-̃7˙ * ˖˙ * — > __ 
4 


j 
; 
} 
5 
ö 
j 
| 
| 


362 TRAVELS THROUGH | 
ever the moſt difficult. In eſtabliſhing the 


woollen fabrick, J had infinite difficulties 


at firſt, in opening a regular channel by 
Which to receive the wool, for our o.] n 


was fo bad, that I could uſe ſcarce any of 
it; and then to get people uſed to the dif- 
ferent works, from picking and ſorting for 
the ſpinners. quite to the weavers, who 


| finiſhed the working of it. Moſt of the 


people 1 procured from Germany and 
Flanders; but a few, who proved more 


1 ” . uſeful to me than all the reſt, from Scot- 
land, and two or three from England. 
To all theſe people 1 have been forced to 


give great ſalaries, to build them fine 


| houſes, and to put up with many irregu- 


larities; but I was indefatigable in making 
my own people learn of them what they 
could perform ; and the beſt way of doing 
this, I found was to give a premium to the 


| foreigners for every hand they perfected in 
every branch of work. Several of theſe 
. people are dead, and I have not taken any 
| pains to recruit their number; for my 
Danes are now, many of them, as expert 


as their maſters. I have, however, very 


often ſtraggling parties of Germans, who 
come to alk work, which 1 never fail giving 


them and SY houſes immediately 
oe | for 
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for them; if they continue in the mind of | 


ſettling. | This has in general been my con- 
duct with every one of the fabrics except one, 
which has hitherto. been entirely conducted 
and worked by native Danes; but I medi- 
tate attempting ſome. new manufactures, 
for which I muſt haye recourſe to other 
countries for a few hands to inſtruct us. 
From the beginning of the undertaking, 


I found the neceſſity of uniting the charac- 


ters of mexchant and manufacturer; for 
had it not been for the poſſeſſion of a lit- 


tle ſhipping; Which ſupplied me with what- 
ever materials were wanting, I ſhould never 


have been able to bring my works to the 
height at | which they are nom arrived, 
My ſloops are ſtrong and well built, and 
run, without: difficulty, wherever I ſend 
them, to the Baltic, to England, Scotland, 


Holland, France, and even to the Mediter- 
ranean; with the advantage of ming up 


into the heart of my town. I once had 2 


| brig of two hundred tons, but 1 found — 


much inconvenience and expence in ſend/ 
ing ſuch a veſſel for a cargo of not more 
than forty or fiſty tons, unleſs I turned 
trader, and loſt by the buſneſs; belides 
her being forced ta lye in the gulph, in» 


. the town, 19 1 
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164 TR AVE Es*ThrnoVUGoH 
| fold her in Holland, and have found my 
| Doops far more convenient and 1 5 
as with them I can always take a full cargo 
of whatever they are ſent for. I have a 
Dutch ſhip- carpenter, who builds them for 
me, and he has ſix Danes under him, two 
of whom have worked in the King's vad 
at Copenhagen. This eſtabliſhment is not 
more than three years old, but I purpoſe to 
keep it regular, and even to increaſe it: 
they have built me five ſloops, each of fifty 
tons, which have performed their buſineſs 
exceedingly! well, and are excellent failors. 
You' ſaw two more on the. ſtocks,” both 
which are herring buſſes, built exactly on 
the ſame plan as thoſe in Holland; with 
them I purpoſe attempting the herring 
fiſhery ; ; for I have obſerved in my travels, 
and you certainly muſt have remarked- the 
ſame thing, | that nothing ſpreads more in- 
duſtry, or maintains ſo many people as 
fiſheries; and at the ſame time, the Danes 
make excellent ones; and I have no doubt 
of ſucceeding, as I have, though at a great 
expenee, got three Dutch fiſnermen, uſed 
to their art of barrelling; if I meet with 
ſucceſs, I ſhall increaſe the huſſes; and 
When the canal I ſhewed you is finiſhed, 
I bn ſhall build ſome- itget ns and a brig 


Or 5 
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or two of an hundred tons, for carrying the 
product of the fiſhery up the Streights; from 
whence: I hope to return home loaded with 
falt, which, by that time, 1 ſhall R fix d 
2 market for +. 
My great object is to make every part of 
my general plan unite to form one whole, 
by rendering each diviſion of it the ſupport 


H notder; At Erft, I bas forced ins 


out my ſloops, wherever they went, empty; 


but as my manufactures have increaſed, I, 


have ſent out ſome loads of them, which, 
have obtained a very good market; I have 


loaded others with corn, having a perpetual, 


| licence from the King for that purpoſe ; if 


my faſhery proceeds, I ſhall never be oblig · 


cd to go out empty, which: 18 a eſſen 
tial object. Fe 4 53 04:00 x; are 


++ 


All. theſe . ao I Gd. have wi e 


efficacy-in increaſing the x on my'eſtate. - 


I before told you, that 45880 town has above 
two thouſand inhabitants in it, thaugh not 
a hut was ſtanding there three and twenty 


years ago; my buildings increaſe conſide- 


rably every year; T have great number of 
brick and lime burners, maſons, ſmiths, and 

carpenters, that do nothing ele but build 
| houſes for the new eomers;/ This work re- 
Hilues all the reſt, for it is che firſt 855 pre 
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vide caſh for, being the great object of all 
the reſt; and what ſam is ſpared from this, 
J expend upon the other works. I raiſed 
five and thirty houſes laſt year, and the 
number this year will be near forty. From 
the applications I have received, I appre- 
hend, I ſhall next year build more than 
fixty; but the expence will be fo large, 
that I ſhall be forced to retard my other un- 
dertakings. You ſhall to-morrow ſee: the 


effect, which this Population bat had ren 
my huſbandry. 


We paſſed the evening in oijebfirion be 


this ſort, in which the young Baron joined 
occaſionally, - and ſhewed, that he had a 
proper idea of the great works which his 
uncle was carrying on. The Count ſhew- 
ed me a map of his eſtate, as it was when 
- bis father left it him. The extent is nine 
Engliſh miles one way, and more than four 
another; but ſomewhat indented. It is a 
fine variegated country of Bill and dale, 
with ſome mountains, well watered with 
rivers, ſtreams, and lakes; and part of 
it nobly ſpread with enceeding fine timber. 
This was the deſcription he gave me a won 
_ explaining the map. MOOD 1 268777 5.4 a 

In the morning early, e — 5 i 
For us, and the Count, riding ſome miles 
2 bie „„ from 


from his caſtle, came into a track of culti- 


vated country, all his own, at the extremity 
of his eſtate, oppoſite to the part on which 
the town is built. Here we rode through 
many valleys, and ſides of hills, all culti- 
vated, with great numbers of farm houſes 
and cottages, the inhabitants of which 
ſeemed as eaſy, chearful, and happy, as if 


they had been reſident in England inſtead 


of — they all appeared to be pleaſ- 
ed with the preſence of their lord, and 1 


have no doubt but they eſteem him as their 


father, as well as maſter. This part of my 


eſtate, ſaid the Count, addreſſing himſelf to 
me, was cultivated of old, and it is all that 
was ſo; 1 found it farmed by my father's 
bailiffs and villains, and the appearance it 


made was very uninviting, and the people 
extremely miſerable; I arranged it a- new, 
formed moſt of the incloſures you ſee, built 
moſt of theſe houſes; and to all the 

that were induſtrious and faving, I lett 


farms according to their ability of living and 
ſtockiog; and I found very ſoon that this 


way of managing the land, brought me in 


à better revenue than the cultivating it o um 


| 2 own account; for the bailiffs I truſted; 
generally turned out great raſcals, and 


cheated me, at the ſame. ume that they in- 
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w3 TRAVELS THROUGH 
finitely. oppreſſed the peaſants. In my tra- 
vels through England, I had fixed the de- 
\ben of letting farms, from the great ſuc- 
ceſs I ſaw attending it there; I liked the 
plan every day better and better, and by 
giving encouragements to ſuch as tilled their 
land well, and kept their farms in good or- 
der, and by ſhewing no favour to idle per- 
ſons and ſlovens, 1 brought them to be 
wonderfully attentive, ſo that at preſent 1 
do not think you have many eſtates in Scot- 
. land, or Ireland, better cultivated" than this 
part of mine, and ſome not better in Eng- 
land. I ſhould, however, tell you that I did 
not leave them to the cuſtoms of their own 
country entirely, but procured workmen 
and implements from Flanders, to inſtruct 
55 chem in the practice of methods, to which 
they were unaccuſtomed. This I did not 
find ſo difficult a buſineſs as might be ex- 
pected ; for very luckily, the people I pro- 
cured were ſenſible and intelligent, and 
pointed out with great propriety the courſes 
of management moſt proper far the lands; 
our ſoil they thqught not good enough for 
the Flemiſh crops of coleſeed, madder, &c. 
hut ought rather to be applied to the pro- 
ductions of wheat, barley, oats, peaſe, 
Fenn . dc. I was 28 
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of the oaks opinion, and rewarded. them, 


for their advice, ſending. them home, after 
they had fully inſtructed my Danes in the 


uſe of their implements; we. have ſtuck 


very cloſely to theſe ever ſince, except the 
introduction of ſome others from England, 
which, have likewiſe been well approved by 
Tz have given premiums. for the bell 
Ke ps wk others, more conſiderable, for. 
the beſt crops, of all ſorts. and have been 
very attentive. to ſpread among them the cul- 
ture of turnips and cloyer, as the moſt ad- 
| VABEASEOUS n means of e their, herds 
% cattle, 


nee. to their management, has been atten= 


ded, with great effects, for though I have 


been all over Denmark more than once, 1 
know. ſcarcely any ſpot ſo well cultivated. as 
this; and you will readily allow, that I have 
found the work. 1 when I tell you 


that great tracks of this improved land yield. 
me a rent of a ducat and half for an Engliſh 5 
acre; and ſome of it two ducats, (Which is. 
from fourteen to eighteen ſhillings), but at 


has not been. ſo high rented, many years; it 


5 
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hath been ſo only ſince the increaſe of my 


town has been conſiderable, which, by pro- 


viding them the market they ſo much want- 
e ee ; 1 8 ech, 
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ed, has enriched them all, and is a ſtrong 
proof of the juſtneſs of the principles 1 wb 
which I firſt undertook all my works. 
Vou obſerve, continued the Cbunt, that 
there are waſte tracks on yonder hills, which | 
join the incloſures; they are very extenſive; 
ſpreading for ſome miles; but the incloſures 
mereaſe every year, and in great numbers: 
the way J manage is this, I allow the far- 
mers the expence of incloſing whatever 
they like to take contiguous to their farms, 
provided they never have more land than 
they keep well cultivated, and I take no rent 
for ſuch fields during the firſt five years; 
after that they pay me for them about half 
the value, which continues as long as the 
improver lives, but on his death; I raiſe it 
to the full value. Theſe terms they think 
fo reaſonable, that there is not a peaſant 
among them, but what makes a ſmall ad- 
dition every year; and others, who get or 
fave. money, have freſh farms- compleat on 
the ſame terms, except paying me further 
the intereſt of the money I expend in build- 
ings for them. I am very attentive to theſe 
new tracks of cultivated land, to ſee that 
they do not neglect them; for I never ſuf - 
fer an incloſure to continue uncultivated. 
1 bare attended 40 the"expenicer; "and "the. 
| | N 


product of theſe improvements, and it is 

net eaſy to be conceived What advantage I 
find in them. The greateſt oxpences, thoſe 
of the buildings, I at once enter upon inte- 
reſt for, and the rents, in five years after the 


kirſt beginnings, yield me an ample return 
for the en pences of the ineloſure, fo that 1 


find no way of laying out money more be- 
 neficial than this. Thefe cultivated tracks 
are ſeven miles from the town, which 1 

erected at a diſtance, not only for the con- 


veniente of à port, (which originally did 


not ſtrike me as a matter of the greateſt im- 


poftanee) but chiefly on account of the 
great Extent of waſte land at that extremity 
of my eſtate. I built the town with a viewy 


do force itriprovements there; but the in- 


 Ereaſe of inhabitants has made it a market 
of ſuch conſequence, that theſe farmers all 
reſort to it, and carry thither their pro- 
ducts; and 1 find, from very minute enqui- 


ries, that they never raiſe any commoditę 


_ which does not then bring them a ready 
price. While this is the caſe, Jam per- 


fectly fatisfied with my ſucceſs, for it was ; 
the Fand object I had im view from the be- 


ginning:; | and nothing can hardly prevent 


the improvements of the waftes TI poſſeſs, 
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much fear of it, for the town increaſes ſo 
much that its demand will, on courſe, occa- 
ſion an improvement of ſuch waſte lands. 

Another circumſtance, obſervedthe Count, 
as the nature of the ſoils argund:this/culti- 
vated part of my eſtate. I made it a rule 
ſome years ago, that every peaſant, Who 
wiſhed to encreaſe his farm, ſhould; take the 
_ waſte that was contiguous to him, without 
any regard to the goodneſs or the badneſs..of 
the ſoil. This occaſioned me ſome, difficul- 
ty at firſt, for ſome of them came to por- 
tions of hilly land that was very ſtony, and 
of a moſt unprofitable countenance; and 
others to boggy places, which would, 
through: wetneſs, admit of no ſort. of uſe. 
Such of them made repreſentations. to me 
upon this head, aſſerting that they were de- 
firous of increaſing, their farms, but the 
lands. that joined. them were ſo. very ſterrile 
and unprofftable, that they could. not ven- 
ture on them, requeſting me to allow, them 
to pels by ſuch deſert ſpots, and take in 
more promiſing ones. Theſe petitions 1 
made it a rule never to grant, as I was very 
fenſible, that if 1 once gaye into the idea of 
the real unprofitablenefs of theſe ſpots, they 
would, never meet with any culture, and 
conſequent! v. remain barren, to eternity: J 
en ; therefore 
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therefore replied to them, that ſuch pieces 
of land, as they mentioned, were by no 
means ſterile, if once they were attempted 
with becoming ſpirit ; ;; that I ſhould. look 
with a very favourable. eye on all ſuch ag 


tried the culture of them with true induſ- 


try and perſeverance; that as an encourages 


ment to them, I would, on the dry lands, be 8 


at half the expence of removing the ſtones; 
and on the bogs, I would be at half the ex- 
pence of draining, and, at the ſame time, 
find them an engineer gratis, to mark out 
their cuts, and overſee the execution of 


them; but that I would on no account have | 


one acre of waſte paſſed by. 
This coiiduct, Sir, continued this Seel 
| lent! nobleman, . had its effect; they made 
no more complaints of bad ſoils, but at- 
tacked all they met with, and have been 
every where victorious: when ſome of them 
got into the bogs, the draining of half of 
which was even too much for their ability, 
1 took care that the works ſhould not ſtop, 


but advanced money to them to enable them 


to overcome all difficulties and ſach 

been my ſucceſs, that ſeveral tracks, of rich 
meadow, now within our fight in vonder 
valley, worth two ducats an Engliſh acre, 
e Aa . that t yielded, no ſort of advan 
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tage to any one; and che peaſants thems 
ſelves allow. that no land they meet with an- 
ſwers ſo well as the boggy tracts, eſpecially 
for meadows; and find by various trials 
which they have made, as well as by others 
executed more immediately under my own 
direction, in another part of my eſtate, that 
no ſoils are found in our waſtes but what 
will pay extremely well for improving. By 
aadhering ſtrictly to the conduct I mention- 
ed to you, ſeveral of theſe people have im- 
proved ſome pieces which you would have 
pronounced irreclamable, but which are 
now covered with "np fine 2 . corn 
and graſs. - | 
During the time that this da danse 
Gerten laſted, the Count carried me 
through ſeveral of their farms. I am no 
connoiſſeur in huſbandry, but from the ob- 
ſervation which I have made in England and 
in Flanders, which are, I think, gardens 
5 compared with other countries, moſt of 
theſe farms appear to be under an excellent 
management. The articles which the Count 
pointed out particularly, were a freedom 
from weeds, neat fences, large dunghills, 
and plenty of winter food for cattle. In all 
thefe circumſtances, theſe farms are in high 
order; the lands in general very clean, thoſe | 
3 : * 


n 


. 
„ r ee N 


6 prepating g for en tle fo, the corn 
crops the fame. The fences are chiefly: of 
| hornbeam and holly, and . ſo 
ſtrongly as to be impenetrable, with deep 
and well cut ditches to them every where. 
As to dunghills, I never ſaw any track F 
country where the huſbandmen ſeemed more 
attentive to them. The men from Flanders 
taught them the importance of compoſt 
heaps, by which are meant mixtures of va- 
rious forts of manures; they form them 
_ chiefly of earth, dung, and litter, burat clay, 
and peat aſhes; the latter the Count. inſtruc- 
ted them in from hints he had in England, 
which ſurpriſed me, as I do not remember to 
have ſeen any thing of that ſort in any of 
our countries; it is a fine, ſoft, moory ſart of 
bog burnt : What uſe the burat clay can be 
of I know not, but they fay they find the 
advantage of it. Theſe compoſts they keep 
two years before they uſe them, turning 
mem over ſeveral times, and uſually ſpread 
_ them either for turnips or clover; generally 
the latter. In reſpect to winter food for 
cattle, they cultivate much clover and na- 
tural graſs, mowing both for hay; and alſo 
many fields of turnips, generally the fort 
chat has eabbage leaves. Theſe are ſecure 
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Rocks of cattle. In general, the farmers of 
the country did not make ſuch advantage by 


- cattle: as» they ought, for want of a market 


for ſuch as they fat, or for the butter and 
cheeſe of the dairies ; but the Count's new 
town has brought an entire remedy for this 
evil to all his tenants, as the inhabitants of 
it form a. ready market for all ſuch provi- 


lions, which proves a very great advantage 


to the peaſants. Formerly their cattle was 


all- ſold lean to the Dutch drovers. - 


The viewing all theſe circumſtances con- 
ere the day, and the hoſpitable Count in- 
fiſted on my making a further ſtay with him, 
faying, that I had not yet ſeen his own farm, 
which he reſerved for the next day; and 1 
muſt own, I never-paſſed any time with grea- 


ker ſatisfaction; for this very patriotic noble- 


man appeared rather a being of romance, a 
viſion of perfection, than a real inſtance of 


ſo many public and private virtues; but 1 


conſidered myſelf as peculiarly fortunate in 


meeting with an object, that much more 
than recompenced me for all. the trouble 


and expence I had beſtowed, on * travels, 
had 1 ſeen nothing elſe. £244 I Met x77; tre 


The next morning he e me a 


ent "_ A 2a wee .courſe. to- 


EE i» | 8 wards 


D E N M AR R. 177 
wards the town, at the diſtance of three 
miles from the caſtle; the prineipal part of 
the way was through a territory extremely 
well eultivated, ſome of it was lett in farms 
to the peaſants, but we ſoon came into his 
own” farm, which is of a vaſt extent, and 
ſpreads itfelf alnoſt around the town. From 
the riſing grounds in this part, I could ſee 
no waſte land, but all the diſtant views, for 
two or three _ ec pe were all under r 
culture. 18 
This bart of myekate; fad iti Gene W. was 
once reckoned the very worſt of it all, and 
not an acre in cultivation; this, I believe, 1 
told you was one inducement for placing 
the town here. Nobody would even hire 
farms here, ſo bad an opinion had they of 
the ſoil; but by building the town upon. it, | 
I gave it a double value; firſt, the conve- 
nience of vicinity to a market; and ſecondly, | 
the caſe of procuring manure; ſtill, however, , 
it continued in general waſte for ſeveral, 
years, except a few bogs near the town, 
which they drained and improved for the 
more convenience of keeping their horſes, , 
and a few cows. Finding this backward-. . 
"neſs of the peaſants, I undertook the work 
myſelf, knowing, that in caſe I ſucceeded, 
of which I had very little. doubt, n E 
"mow Ik 8 MN | would | 
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would be ready enough to take farms after 
they were improved. The ſoil was in ge- 
neral thrown into broad extending flats, 
which were all either marſh or bog ; and 
the riſing grounds of conſiderable extent 
alſo, and hills, were all ſand, ſome of it 
red, and ſome a black ſand; none of the 
ſpontaneous growth at all aomiling.. 

My firſt buſineſs was to fix upon a ſpot i in 
; the center of very large track of theſe lands, 
where I built a houſe for a bailiff, and put 
into it one I had procured from Flanders. 


This was not a wiſe choice, for the man 


was much too full of a rich ſoil he had 
been uſed to, and had not patience ſufficient 
with this poor one; but then I found him 
a treaſury in docility, and one on whom I 
could ever depend for a punctual obedience 
of my orders; qualities which I have ſince 
found to be much better in ſuch a mana- 
ger than knowledge. I raiſed ſome large 
barns, many houſes. for cattle, granaries, 
ſtore rooms, and all conveniencies for a 
very large farm, which 1 had any where 
ſeen in my travels. While theſe edifices 
were erecting, .I made a ſound and firm 
road directly from them to the town; this 
Was a work of much expence in the bogs, 
n 1 e it to be 9 able. The 

| buildings 
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8 I had raiſed in the center of a ſmall 


Z _ riſing ground, which were-in the middle of 


a very. extenſive flat of marſh and bog. 
There, ſaid he, you ſee it extends a great 
diſtance. The ſandy track in the middle 
was about a mile over every way, and lying - 
neareſt to the buildings, I improved it firſt. 
On my beginning this work, I turned over 
all the writers on huſbandry in my poſſeſſion, 
to ſee what were their directions for the im- 
provement of a poor, ſandy ſoil. I found 
nothing ſatis factory; but they recommend- 
ed mar], which totally depended on the 
eircumſtance of having it; nor did they give 
any directions how to judge if marl was 
likely to be found. The huſbandry of marl- 
ing light land I had ſeen myſelf in your 
country, in the province of Norfolk, but as 
well as I remembered, the marl was ſo near 
the ſurface as to be diſcovered in every ditch ;; 
however, as the object was important, I 
bored in ſeveral places for marl, but found 
nothing but ſand, and under it, at a vaſt 
depth, flint, and then clay. I was there- 
fore obliged to improve this land without 
any marl. I formed the whole hill into in- 
cloſures, and my bailiff tilled, manured, 
and ſowed the fields with various Crops, 
which he had ſeen put into ſandy grounds : 
2 | N 2 J in 
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in Flanders moſt of theſe were very poor 


and loſing products except three, desk 5 
/, Wheat, earrots, and potatoes. Buck wheat 


my bailiff deſpiſed, but we know it in Den- 


mark to be a very valuable crop; and as to 
. the roots, they did not content him; he 
was for trying to force this ſand, by means of 
' manure brought from the town; to produce 
every thing he had ſeen in Flanders. This 
raſhneſs I checked, and directed him to ex- 
tend the above three crops to a large amount; 
he did ſo, and ſucceeded well in the ſame. 
The buck wheat was of great uſe, both as 
corn and ſtraw for the cattle; and the roots 
were part of them ſold to my manufacturers, 
at a great profit, and the reſt conſumed by 
all ſorts of cattle. The trials were again re- 
peated on a yet larger ſcale, and the ſueceſs 
the ſame; and on the fifth year from the 
beginning, the whole ſpace of ſand about 
the buildings was under theſe three crops in 
ſucceſſion, ſo as every year to be covered with 
one or other of them: And they were raiſ- 
ed with ſuch ſucceſs,” as enabled us to win- 
ter ſuch vaſt heads of cattle, that the Flan- 


deeꝛrnkin allowed we could never have * 


profitably applied the land. | 

But while this buſineſs was going on, the 

Hats demanded ood for- the ſucceſs of 
777 We 
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the winter roots ſhewed, that we ſhould 


want meadow for ſummer food, and all my 
cattle had at firſt was what they picked up 
on the edges of the marſhes. Nothing 
therefore could be a more important object 
than to drain and improve theſe marſhes 
and bogs, which would enable me to keep 
as many cattle in ſummer as the ſand yield- 
ed food for in winter; keeping cattle I found 
very profitable, for my town was a conſtant 
market for whatever quantities of butter, 
milk, and cheeſe, could be carried to it, 
and alſo for every kind of fat meat that was 
killed. The method I took with my cows . 
was to lett them to peaſants, in dairies of 
ten each, for which they gave me an an- 
nual rent per cow; and I found them in 
conſtant focd, winter and ſummer. I pro- 
ſecuted the work of draining with unremit- 
ted diligence, employing great numbers of 
hands, and doing the work: effectually as I 
went; and they were thrown, as ſoon as 
drained, into a eourſe of arable huſbandry, 
to prepare for graſs ; and my Flanders bai- 
If. put me upon one crop for them which 
proved far more beneficial than any, which 
was cabbages; ; the drained bogs anſwered 
greatly in them. But as grafs was the ob- 
ject, they were all laid down to meadow as 
| „ 8 ſoon _ 
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| ſoon as in order; and this regular work 
- draining and improving them I have carried 


on ever fince, having done all this extent of 


flat that you ſee, and am, at preſent, going 
on expeditiouſly with other tracks out- of 
ſight, nor ſhall I ſtop while I have a marſh 
or a bog left. The improvement of the 
ſands went on at the ſame time, with no 
other variation than throwing into the 
courſe of management of carrots, buck 
wheat, and potatoes, that of rye, which is 
my bailiff's addition, in order to be maſter 
of the more ſtraw. But in proſecuting the 
Improvement of the hills, I made a diſco- 
very which proved of vaſt conſequence, as 
the incloſures multiplied, for we came to a 
riſing ground that had never been bored for 
marl, and upon boring in it, we diſcover- 
ed a vaſt ſtratum of ſhells, almoſt powder- 
ed. I had no doubt of ſuch an animal ſub- 
ſtance proving a good manure, and accord- 
ingly tried them over a latge field of poor 
fand; the fertility it produced was amazing; 
it was ſo great that the crops of buck wheat, 
carrots, and potatoes, were doubled, and 
even trebled. This was fuch an acquiſition, 
| that I immediately ſpread theſe powdered 
ſhells over all the lands within reach, which 
mounted to more than ſeven hundred of 


your 
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your Engliſh acres, and theſe have ſince 
been the moſt fertile fields of my eſtate. 
This improvement has had a great effect; 
inſtead of rye, my bailiff introduces clover 
on them, and ſows wheat after it, which 
adds greatly to the profit; and the ſhells 
have proved ſo good a manure, that theſe 
ſands produce now more wheat than they 
did before of rye. The tracks of land kept 
in my own farm of graſs and arable, amount 
to above three thouſand of your acres ; and 
from the neighbourhood of the town, which 
for ſeyeral years has increaſed very quickly,  _ 
the products are carried to ſo good a market, 0 
that my revenue from this farm alone is, 
clear of all expences, nat leſs on an average 
than ſix thouſand ducats a year, which is 
much more than 1 could make of it 1 
was lett. However, as that track is as much 
as I can keep in regular order, and without 
any loſs from confuſion, I lett the neigh- 
bouring ones as they are improved, and build- 
ings raiſed, to peaſants who hire ſmall farms, 
of from forty to two hundred, acres each 
paying me a very gaod rent for the land. | 
The increaſe of the town, and that of the 
improvements, anſwer to each other ex- 
tremely well, but the latter goes ori rather 
with the greater 3 ; but to keep up 
P'S „ 


Peaſants, 1 have adhered ſtri 
8 proceeding on the very contrary conduct 
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: the market-price, and never ſuffer proviſions. 


to be too cheap, which, I think, for many 
 reaſoys, is eflential to the welfare of all ſuch 
"undertakings as theſe, I, export in ſloops 


corn, cheeſe, butter, ſalted beef, &c. &c. to 


Holland, whenever the rates of my market- 
are lower than I think they ought to be; Ido 
not get ſo good a price for ſuch goods as I 


ſhould if they were all conſumed at home, 
but they yield enough to make it anſwer 


well on the prineiples upon which I do it. 
In all the improvements which I have 
made on my lands, by lettin 185 them to the 
ly to the rule 


which is common among nine tenths of the 
nobility of the kingdom. They keep their 
peaſants as poor, and as humble as poſſible; 
I, on the contrary, do every thing to en- 
able them to enrich themſelves, and would 
rather inſpire. them with the manly bold- 
neſs of the poor in your country, than keep 
them 1 in the ſlavery of our's. We have a 
great power over them, and they are bound 


10 perform ſo many ſervices to their Lord, 


in perſon, and with their cattle and teams, 

if they have any, ſo, that they have very lit- 
tle time to themſelves, if they are ſo un- 
e as to be ſubject to an unpitying 
1 ſuperior. 
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ſuperior. People in ſuch a ſituation are by 
no means fit to aſſiſt me in my general plan of 


improvement, hence therefore, all that hire 
land of me, or have rights of commonage 


or cattle, pay me given rents, excluſive of 


all ſervices, without a particular bargain; 
as I make it a rule never to call on them for 
any thing, and the ſweets of being left to 


themſelves are ſo great, that they are induced 
to pay me the better rents, and make up 
the ſurplus by a greater degree of induſtry ; 31 


as they find, that whatever they make, is 
to be for the advantage alone of themſelves 


and families. I find every day the advan- 


e of this conduct: my peaſants grow into 
— farmers, or, at leaſt, are all in eaſy 
and happy circumſtances ; they marry, and 
beget numerous poſterities; the population 
of my eſtate increaſes, and with the people 
the general markets for products, which 1 
have all along aimed at, and which is juſt 


ſo much clear gain into my pocket. I have 


not à man 


on my eſtate, that is not pro- 


| fitable to me, in ſome way or. other; and it 
18 incredible how quick they increaſe. 
There is not ſuch a thing as a marriagable 


man or woman upon it that are unmar- 
ried; every man and woman that apply to 

me for a Muse. are ſure of having o 
5 | built 
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built for them, if I know them to be of 
good characters, and induſtrious ; and they 
have all a ſmall piece of land, and none but 
what are chearful and contented. In ſuch 
a a ſituation, maarriages cannot but abound 
and the people increaſe, in a manner 
which none of the countries in Europe have 
any idea of. ' Among all -my people, there 
is not one that is burthenſome to the reſt ; 
no old peaſant or labourer but what has 
ſaved enough, before he was in years, to 
live happily in his latter days; very few 
but what become little farmers before they 
are old, and in a ſtate in which their rela- 
tions would think it ſhameful 0 let e 
wart their aſſiſtance. 

Ihe Count having ſhewn me this part of 
his eſtate, returned home by a circuit of 
above five miles, all through an unculti- 
vated waſte; Yau ſee, ſaid he, addrefling him- 
ſelf to me again, that I have yet a great deal 
of work to io! all this track of country, 
with ſome others almoſt as extenſive," are as 
barren as I found them; but as my im- 
provements advance very quick, I am not 
without hopes of ſeeing the whole, ſome 
time or other, under culture; in the mean 
time, it is not totally uſeleſs, for I have 
many ſhepherds, „ who 9 8 5 very confider- 


able 
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able flocks of ſheep, which paſture. here; 
_ theſe are all of an improved breed, which 
I effected by importing rams from Flanders 
and from England, in order to provide 
wooll for my manufactory: my flocks fully 
anſwered that end ſome years ago, but ſince 
I have increaſed my fabrics ſo much, I can- 
not ſupply them from my own lands with 
all they work up, and am therefore obliged 
to import from other countries; and what I 
get I have chiefly from England, which I 1 
freely confeſs to you. This is not, how- 
ever, an object of real 1 importance ; for the 
improvement of the land, to yield pletiteous 
crops of corn and roots, is a far more advan- 
tageous application of it; and here, by the - 
way, let me ſtart a- reflection, which has 
ftruck me more than once in the courſe of 
my undertakings. In your country, ſheep is 
made the great object, even in improved 
territories: Now this appears to me to be an 
erroneous policy; I have not yet found out 
the means, nor do I think it poſſible, to 
make the utmoſt value of improved land by 
\ feeding it with ſheep ; and from all the ex- 
perience which I have been able to gain, the 
advantages which ariſe from the culture of 
lands, improved in arable crops, much ex- 
coed any. thing. that ſheep | can yield, even 


a 
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it all the profits of the manufacture are ad- 
ed: this has made me wonder very much 
at the conduct of England, in giving ſuch 


excluſive _ to every thing concerning 


that animal. 1 replied, that in England, 
no excluſive favour was given to ſheep, as 


every man was left at liberty to keep and 


"feed whatever ſtock beſt pleaſed him; but 


that the ſupport of our growth of wool, 


was in the paſturage of waſte counties, or, 


at leaſt, of thoſe which were ſuch in com- 
pariſon with our beſt; that ſuch counties, 


where great tracks in them were totally ap- 


plied to feeding ſheep, though the land was 
as applicable to producing grain, &c. as 


moſt others, was owing to the hora 


or want of ſpirit of the owners... _ 
Returning, home, the Count further dic 
courſes as follows: The example of my own 
eſtate, ſaid he,.proves to-me, that nothing is 
wanting to make a country ene. and 
conſequently rich, but giving the people 


an object for their induſtry to work ee | 


the moſt idle will, of themſelves, be con- 


verted to induſtry, if their induſtry is bene- 


ficlal to them, and if they have no other de- 


pendance but on it. I know no people na- 
turally more indolent than the common 


people in Denmark; but in the moſt popu- | 
| 1 lous 
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lous parts of Holland, they are not more 
active and induſtious than all the people 
on my eſtate ; which change has been ef- 
fected merely by throwing them into the 
purſuit of gain, and letting them quietly 
enjoy it. The natural increaſe of mankind 
is prodigious, when marriages are no bur- 
then, but children niches; ad I am ſo 

ſtrongly convinced of this truth, that I can- 
not help conſidering, with ſome degree of 
ſurprize, the conduct of ſeveral potentates, 
who ſeek to people their deſarts by impor- | 
| tations of foreigners, and, at the fame time, 
continue to keep their peaſants in an ab- 
ſolute ſtate of ſlavery. Nothing can effec- 


tually people any country but he” natural 
increaſe of its own inhabitants, accelerated 


by ſach good and wholeſome laws and in- 
ſtitutes as ſecure their freedom and pro- 
perty, and take off every idea of children 
1 burthenſome. 5 
Another reflection, which I PRE rj | 
from the progreſs and event of my own un- 
dertakings, is on the balance, if 1 may ſo 
expreſs myſelf, of agriculture and com- 
merce. My view in eſtablifhing manufac- 
tures on my eſtate, and opening ſome de- 
gree of trade, was to give a ſubſiſtance to 
people, for whom I withed to form a mar- 


„ 1 ket, 
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| ket for the products of my lands. The 
hands employed in cultivating them, even 
in the higheſt perfection to which huſ- 
bandry is capable of being carried, cannot 
conſume the product, the ſurplus muſt there- 
fore be ſold; but a regular market, at a 
good price, was not to be had, and the 
conſequence of which is always an ob- 
ſtruction to all improvements; to remedy 
this, 1 ſaw clearly that nothing would be 
effectual, but increaſing the people, and 
giving the new hands other means of em- 
ployment than agriculture; becauſe, if I 
employed them in raifing food alſo, I ſhould 
only be increaſin 8 the former evil; here 
therefore, I called in commerce to my aid, 
I eſtabliſhed ſome fabrics, and raiſed a town 
225 provided no food, but was conſequently 
o be fed by the ſurrounding country; 
this gave me the market I wanted for the 
land products. Here now ariſes the queſ- 
tion, ſhould the manufactures and trade be 
puſhed om to as great a height as poſſible, 
or ſhould they be kept in the even propor- 
tion to the market wanted by the farmers ? 
In other words, ſhould the trade be made a 
Principal object, or ſhould it be kept en- 
: trely ſubſervient to n ES 
e This 
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This is a queſtion which involves in it 
he whole circle of all the politics which have 
ſo long agitated the world. I am far enough 
from being able to give a definition of the 
direct line of propriety, but I will tell you, 
what is my idea of conduct, for my own 
little concerns, and you will be able to 
judge whether it will be at all applicable to 
the conduct of nations. I was ever of 
opinion, that in all improvements of the 

fort, which I have undertaken, permanency 
is an object that is never to be loſt ſight of, 
for ever ſuch brilliant promiſes, if they are 
not evidently laſting; an improvement of 
land, of manufacture, of trade, deſerves 
not the name, if it laſts but for a ſeaſon: 
hence it is, that the greateſt immediate effect 
is not always the moſt inviting, if the per- 
| manency of ſucceſs be not equal to it. My 
firſt motive of undertaking improvements, 
was to increaſe my revenue; and in reaſoning 


upon the effect, we ought to ſuppoſe, I have 


neyer ſince had any other motive, though, 
in reality, the pleaſure of beholding my 
riſing ſucceſs, in making ſo many people 
happy, has been, by degrees, a much ſtronger 
inducement; this, however, is to be thrown 
out of the queſtion, and the principal aim 
of all the undertakings, ſuppoſed to be the 
5 6 - gaining 
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gaining from my eſtate as great, clear, and 
IR; revenue as poſſible. 
In this view of the caſe, I am inclined to 
believe, that trade and manufacture 
be carried no further than the denk of 
land improvements require; that they may 
be made to bring in a great revenue, I have 
not a doubt; but I am. equally clear, that 
they become very precarious, the moment 
you puſh them beyond their connection with 
' agriculture ; they are then open to the ri- 
valſhip of other places and countries; they 
have no real foundation, depending upon 
the fictitious amount of ſobriety and mo- 
deration, which are the eſſentials of ind uſtry; 
and at the fame time, the quantity.of wealth 
gained, is a ſure means of introducing a de- 
gree of expence, commonly called luxury, 
which muſt inevitably deftroy both. Puſn- 
ing fabrics and commerce as far as pollible, 
is the ſure wa YI to become immenſely rich; 
but my mem ry gives me no inſtance, in 
which great wealth has not accelerated” the 
ruin of every nation in which it has been 
found. Another cireumſtance, tending to 
the ſame point, is, that manufactures in 
their infancy, and beginning of their 
progreſs, have Mobil for their objects 
wore of * and OE utility works 


which | 


er d u A ag) 
* every where command a ready price; 
but when they come to attain great ſplen- | 
dor, they buſy themſelves more upon objects 
of luxury and elegance, the conſequence 
of which is a W fale, and WIRE 
competition. 

1 hart not à doùhbt but 1 <buld,. by con- 
centrating my attention to'the fabrics T have 
eſtabliſhed; and increaſing the trade of my 
port to a great degree, make in houſe-rents 

alone, and tolls, with 2 few other articles of 
profit, a very great revenue j but as reaſon 
_ teaches me to look to the permanency of 
ſuch a revenue, and as I am clear it would 
not have that ample duration which 1 
covet," my preſent intention is to make both 
fabries and trade entirely ſubſervient to my 
huſbandry; only with an intention to apply 
that quantum of trade to the beſt purpoſe, 
by having enough to freight my veſſels in 
as well as out, and out as well as in, and 
to make every part be aſſiſtant to every 
other part. With this view, when once 
every acre of my eſtate is fully improved, 
and a market provided for all its products, 
at a good price, not an high one (becauſe 
extremes are not permanent) I ſhall then 
ſtop the increaſe of the town, by raiſing no 
more buildings; and alſo build no more 
| Vox. II. WW. _ 
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ſhips, than ſufficient to keep up the num- 


ber, proper for that degree of trade which 
the manufactures require. If I am content 
with that degree of ſucceſs, I have no doubt 
but it will be laſting ; becauſe the agricul- 
ture, manufactures, and commerce of my 
territory, will be, what I eſteem, balanced 
and dependant on each other, exactly to the 
reſpective amount of each; and as there 
will be no fabrics wrought, but what are 
of univerſal demand, and no commerce 


puſhed on but what the fabrics employ, 


hy: as all the people in each of theſe 


branches will be dependant for their pro- 
viſions and other neceſſaries on the track of 
culture around them, and on no other; 
hence, I think, all dangerous exceſs is 
_ guarded againſt, and a regular induſtry will 


maintain itſelf, without being hurt by the 


_ acquiſition of great riches. 


I have not a doubt of this being the moſt 
profitable conduct, relative to my own 
is... and muſt own: myſelf equally clear 


in its being the deficable balance even for a 
whole Kingdom; and the benefit of it is ſo 
great, that I can conceive but one cauſe 


of its not being attended to by thoſe na- 


tions, Who have made any Progreſs, in 


trade. They ATE iender to Ver all their 
0 Q money 
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money at home, gold ind ſilver ſtuffs are 


worn at court: Why, s the manifactur- 
ing miniſter, ſhould not your Majeſty's ſub- 


jects make theſe ſtuffs, if they wear them 


and keep the moneꝝ at home, which we 
have paid to foreigners for them? Such is 
the origin of the eſtabliſhment of ſuch ma- 
nufactures; but ſurely miniſters ſhould re- 
flect, that there are few luxurious countries 
in the world, and none iti Europe, wherein 
all things uſed can be made at home, and 
the exportation of money conſequently 
| topped t it is a chimerical idea, and ſearch- 
ing for a phantom here. Look into the 
richeſt countries in the Eaſt Indies; are 
they flouriſhing in proportion to their 
wealth? Is it not almoſt in the inverſe. 
proportion? Why therefore ſeek for a de- 
gree of riches which cannot be attained, but, 
if once gained, would be ruinous? Had I: 
the honour of being a miniſter of ſtate, 
therefore, I would recommend to my maſ- 
ter, to encourage none but manufactures 
which work upon objects of the firſt utility, 
and make them ſubſervient to the higheſt- 
improvement of the lands of which they 
were, capable of attaining. I ſhould not 
then leave a poſterity to fall into that un- 
happy declenſion which all nations, ſtates, 
55 8 and 
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and cities experience, who drive their manu- 
factures and trade to the utmoſt bounds. 
pon +this reaſoning . of the Count's, 
which I thought; in general, as concluſive 
as poſſible, I made only one objection. 1 
replied, that there ſeemed to be one circum- 
ſtance of which he did not appear to be 
guarded againſt, and that was the impoſ- 
fability of rendering any thing permanent; 
chat all human affairs were expoſed to viciſ- 
ſitudes, that nothing could be permanent, 
not agriculture any more than manufac- 
tures or commerce, and therefore, if he 
founded his argument upon the permanency 
alone of his eſtabliſhments, it might not 
prove ſo ſtrongly againſt a great trade. To 
this the Count returned as follows: 
The want of ſtability, of which you 
complain, has in all the inſtances at pre- 
ſent in my memory, been owing to the ex- 
ceſs I ſpoke of. The ruin of all the great 
empires, kingdoms, ſtates, and particular 
cities, Which have been famous in the 
World, has been entirely owing to that ex- 
_ ceſs of luxury, which ever ſprings from the 
acquiſition of vaſt! wealth. That there is 
ſuch a thing as permanency, is ſurely evi- 
dent from thoſe Ae THO 7 now in be- 


e ee. 
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people who overtrrned the Roman em- 
pire; and although ſucceſſive revolutions 
happened, in the various kingdoms they 
formed, yet the nations from which they 
ſprung, depending entirely on agricul- 
ture, or other products of the earth, havs 
ever continued permanent on the fame 
ground; witneſs your own neighbours, the 
highland Scots and the Welch; alſo the 
Norwegians, Swedes, and Danes; from 
whence I think it extremely evident, that 
this want of ftability is totally owing to 
the dependance on trade, manufactures, and 
the wealth which they procure. - Another 
inſtance to prove that agriculture is a very 
different predicament from fabrics and com- 
merce, is that of Flanders, ' which I take to 
be the beſt cultivated country in Europe; 
no part of the world has: ſeen more nu- 
merous revolutions, of become more often 
the ſeat of inceſſant wars, yet cultivation is, 
at this day, in very high perfection; and 
this, in a good meaſure, I take to be owing 
to manufactures: and commerce having 
maintained only a moderate footing there, 
about ſufficient to give the peaſant a quick 
and good market for all his products. 
But it i time, Sir, faid he, to have done 
wich: national intereſts, which to the moſt 
4 | 9 in- 
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ingenious and penetrating perſons. are very 
difficult to be underſtood, and yet more 
| difficult to reduce to practical rules, I ſhall 
therefore again return to myſelf. There is 
one circumſtance to be noted, which is the 
levying the royal revenue. The King has 
the tenth of all land products, and this, in 
many parts of the kingdom, is gathered: in 
kind, and ſold by his ſuperintendants; but 
landlords may compound, though the com- 
poſition. is generally high. J would not 
have the real tenth taken from my. peaſants 
on any conſideration whatever, and. there- 
fore pay a pretty high compoſlitign for the 

part of my eſtate in old culture; as to all 
the. reſt, of it, by a late edict, which de- 
ſerves to be written in letters of gold, all 
new improvements are exempted from all 


taxes, for the life of thoſe who effect them; 


which is a meaſure, that I am amazed does 
not inſtigate more of the nobility to im- 
prove their waſte tracks. I haye remarked 
in travelling through the kingdom, that the 
peaſants, in thoſe parts where taxes are col- 
lected in kind, through a miſtaken, ayarice 

in their landlords, are the moſt poor and 
miſerablę in the nation, and the leaſt in- 
clinable to make any efforts of i improvement. 
Put n 1 muſt remark another cir- 
| cumſtange, 


„ 
cumſtance, which is a mortal enemy to 
all cultivation of waſte tracks, which is the 
rage our nobility have for hunting; their 
wild uncultivated eſtates are fitter for this 
diverſion than if the whole was covered 
with corn and grafs; and this, I believe, 
keeps many of them from any ſuch thoughts; 
and even thoſe, who do ſmall matters in 
huſbandry, will allow of no fences being 
made to interrupt their hünting; no won= 
der, therefore, that they continue waſte. 
Thank heaven, our laws confine every man 
to his own land, unleſs he has licence from 
his neighbours, which is common to give; 
but I have never had it from others, and 
have always refuſed it: the ravages com- 
mitted by hunting in this country, much 
exceed any thing you have any conception 
of in England. Had I followed this diver- 
| fion myſelf, or allowed it to others upon 
my land, all my wiſhed for improvements 
would have been infinitely retarded, and al- 
ways ſubject to unbounded ORR? T am 
lucky i in having no foreſt of the King” S canti- 
guous to me; though, if I had, T ſhould have 
ſurrounded all my cultivated tracks, with 
fences impenetrable to the deer and boars ; 
but! in n general, no care is taken to keep them 

e ee e 
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out of the farms, and they miſchief they da 
Is prodigious. 9 

I find from experience, t thar all theſe at- 
tentions are neceſſary to the encouragement 
of agriculture; and nothing but ſuch an 
encouragement, can carry the eſtates of in- 
: dividuals to that degree of improvement, 
which will prove really advantageous to 
their fortunes : nor ſhould I have omitted 
to have ſnewn you a farm on my eſtate, 
which is pregnant with another leſſon of 
ſome - conſequence: it is a track of land, 
managed by. a younger brother of mine, 
who pays me rent for it, on the principal 
part of which I bave built him ſuch con- 
veniencies as he moſt wants, It was a pro- 
poſition of his own; he was bred to the 
army, and ſerved ſome years, but meeting 
with ſome diſappointments in promotion, 
he obtained leave to ſell out, and retiring 
in diſguſt to my caſtle, he lived a year 
with me in idleneſs; but having a conſtant 
picture of an va huſbandry before his 
- eyes, it by degrees attracted his attention, 
and he made the propoſal himſelf to me, 
ſaying, that he ſhould like to try a little 
farm, to ſee if practice would give him a 
degree of knowledge in it, and at the ſame 
time increaſe his inclination 0-3 it. I was 


pleaſed 
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pleaſed . the thought, and immediately 
told him, that he ſhould have the choice of 
all my farms: but he ſaid, he ſhould like- 
beſt a piece taken out of the foreſt, in a re- 
mote. ſpot, Where he ſhould be by himſelf; 
and I accordingly built him a convenient 
houſe, upon a plan of his awn, with the 
offices he deſired, and incloſed for him fe- 
veral fields, which he has increaſed ſince, 
and which he cultivates and manages in a 
whimſical manner, after his own fancy. 
His houſe is ſome miles out of the roads 
where I carried you, or I ſhould have ſhewn 
you his farm; but he is at preſent in F lan- 
ders, Where he is gone to Sauer a commiſe 
ſion for me. 


The inſtance has farniſhed « me ith many. 


reflections. In moſt of the European mo- 
narchies, the profeſſion of arms has been 


thought the only buſineſs worthy the at- 


tention of a young nobleman ; and this has 
been carried to fo great a pitch; that all 
ſuch, who do not inherit the tamily eſtates, - 
and indeed moſt that do, enter into the mi- 
litary life the conſequence of this is, that 
the culture of the earth is abondoned to the 
attention and the weak efforts of a poor, 
exhauſted, and oppreſſed race of peaſants. 
What can be expected from dach cultivators, 
_ | | but 
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but a huſbandry that ſcarcely ever riſes above 
mediocrity ? Would our young nobility ap- 
ply to agriculture, they ſurely would render 
better ſervice to their country, and would 
find the life as agreeable as that of arms; 
for if we examine the beſt ſervices in Eu- 
rope, we ſhall find that the pay is utterly 
incompetent to the expenſive life they are 
thrown into; and this is ſo generally and to 
fo great a degree the caſe, that three fourths 
of all the officers in Europe are but a re- 
move from beggars. Unlooked for =o 
motions make, upon the whole, very 
amends for ſuch a regular life of Mrs 
But in the culture of the earth, the young 
nobility and gentry would find, if they gave 
an active attention to it, far better revenues, 
with much leſs expenſive life than any fer- 
vice can confer; and, at the ſame time, the 
profeſſion has nothing diſhonourable in it, 
and every exertion made, would tend to pro- | 
mote; in the higheſt degree, the intereſts of 
their country; for it muſt certainly be of 
great advantage to any calling or profeſſion, 
to throw into the practice of it the people 
of the firſt rank, greateſt fortune, and beſt 
education in the ſtate, inſtead of leaving it 
totally to the very loweſt and pooreſt ranks. 
It would be amazing, if the latter made 
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| any improvements in the courſe of centuries, 
and it would be equally lurprizing if the 
other did not. 
I ſpent four days moſt agreeably with the 
Gann. in being ſhewn wonders of his own 
creation, and liſtening to ſuch philoſophi- 
cal diſcourſes as theſe;+1 thought his ſen- 
_ timents ſo peculiarly juſt, and his maxims 
drawn ſo judicially from experience, that I 
failed not, when retired to my apartment, 
to throw upon paper the converſations of 
de day; and I muſt be allowed to remark, | 
that I think they would have done honour 
to the brighteſt genius of England, France, 
or Italy, much more are they to be com- 
mended when found among the waſtes and 
| bogs of Denmark. The Count hearing 
from me the route I was to go, gave me 
letters of recommendation to the Count de 
| Smikelane, and the Baron Roſenburg, both 
at Copenhagen; adding at the ſame time, 
that they were men of underſtanding and 
reflection, and would give me ſome infor- 
mation on the preſent ſtate of Denmark, 
more valuable than I ſhould gain from a 
miniſter. He alſo gave me a letter to M. de 
Verſpot, at his caſtle in the mountains of 
Middlepade Sweden; a worthy patriot, he 
aid, wha would: mew me many improve» 
7 ments 
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ments more worthy. of my attention than 
his own ; but I replied to the impoſſibility 
of that. Then taking my leave of the Count, 
and particularly requeſting his company. in 
| Northamptonſhire, in caſe he ever came to 
England again, I ſet forward once more 
towards mne the ſecond of Septem- 
8 
I got to that hw to . ad alight- 
ing at a very indifferent inn, I had reaſon 
enough to regret leaving the hoſpitable ta- 
ble of the Count de Roncellen: The men- 
tion of which however, reminds me to ob- 
ſerve one thing, Which is, that nobleman's 
ſortune is now, I apprehend, as conſidera- 
ble as the greateſt eſtates in England, and 
Jet his way of living in the caſtle, is not ſu- 
perior to that of an Engliſn de emen with 
an eſtate of two or three thouſand pounds a 
year. His table was always well ſpread with 
plenty of every thing that was in ſeaſon, but 
then his on eſtate produces every thing but 
ſugar, ſpices, and wine; he has river and 
ſea fiſh in great perfection; his foreſt yields 
him veniſon” and game, and other parts of 
his land plenty of wild fowl all which, 
with the cultivated products, afford ample 
materials for a regular table. In his wines, 
_ 1s _ ne Tm pct and his dreſs, 
comparatively | 


D RE N M AR K. 205 


7 comparatively ſpeaking, coſts him nothing. 
All his revenue therefore, which increaſes 
much every year, is expended, as faſt as it 
comes in, in the noble undertakings of 
which I have given an account. Such an 
expenditure does as much benefit to the 
tate, as honour to himſelf, and is a way of * 
laying out a great income that can never be 
ſufficlently praiſed. Lorne as 
Perhaps alſo it is as full of. ———_ 
any other diſpoſition of it can be: Let us 
ſuppoſe. an Engliſh nobleman. of thirty;or 
forty thouſand pounds a year living in the 
uſual courſe of diſſipation, electioneering, and 
gaming, which are the three channels that 
uſually waſte the greateſt eſtates,) and you 
will ever ſee in them a ſpecies of remorſe and 
diſguſt at the crampt ſituation which ſuc- 
ceſſive mortgages bring on; but if the in- 
come is not exceeded, the expenditure of it 
gives but a momentary pleafure, and never 
a a laſting ſatisfaction, beſides being through- 
out life continually under the regret of in- 


ceſſant diſappointments. Such a life muſt 


ſurely be many degrees removed from an 
happy or a chearful one; but, on the con- 
trary, let us figure to ourſelves, a noble- 
man ſpending ſuch an income the year round 
upon the ſpot. that yields it him; 1 in build- 


ing, 
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ing, planting, improving waſtes, making 
roads, cutting canals, fixing manufactures, . 
opening harbours, attracting commerce, in 


2 word, executing noble works as the Count 


de Roncellen has employed ſo much of his 


time in. Is it poſſible to doubt of ſuch an 
employment of a great fortune being infi- 


nitely ſuperior, in ſelf ſatisfaction and enjoy- 
ment, to the other diſpoſition of it ? There is 
fearcely any other but what at leaſt threa- 
tens a waſting and decline of it. This alone 
inſures an increaſe ; and adding every day 


to a man's wealth, at the fame time that 


every ſhilling he makes is more beneficial 
to the community than to himſelf. It 
would be ſurprizing if every nobleman thus 
laid out his fortune; but ſure it is equally 


N ſurprizing, that out of ſo many great eſtates 


in every kingdom. the examples of it ſhould 
be ſo very rare. We muſt attribute it to the 


great power of a general luxury, which is 


now ſpread through all the kingdoms of 
Europe; which carries every thing: and every 


body to the capital of each country; it is 


the deſertion of the country which occaſions 
this "univerſal expence in vanity, diſſipa- 
tion, and gaming. It is the general herding 
together in great cities, and fixing all eyes on 
_ egg and the — that brings all 

landlords 
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| landlonls of great eſtates among che 1 
people in a kingdom, or at leaſt the moſt 
needy; for they every day attempt to move 
in a vortex, where the greateſt eſtates can 


not laſt long. Throughout Europe, at 


leaſt through all the countries I have been 
in, this is generally the caſe. Eſtates in the 
provinces are left to the management of ſte- 
wards and agents, who make an equal pro- 
perty of the landlord and his tenants, fleece- 
ing both unmercifully. While things are 
_ in ſuch a train, it is not at all to be won- 
dered at, that improvements in rica 
are rare. 

Hodſedburg. is a little town, well fituae 


ted on a pretty river, upon which I ob- 


ſerved ſome ſmall craft, a ſign that the i in- 
habitants carry on a trade; I had good fiſh 


here. The country is tolerably well culti- 


| vated, except the marſhes, which are all in 


the ſtate of nature, having never been . 


tempted to be drained. They cultivate 
many of the turnips here with cabbage 


leaves; but none of the crops, nor the ap- 
pearance of the culture, were any thing 


comparable to my friend the Count's. 
Leaving this place, I reached Lemwijg by 
night, the country continuing pretty good. 
That town is oddly ſituated on a ſmall bay 
; within 


— 
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within ten miles öf the fea; and is without 
Wee or ſhipping,! but ſiriall fiſhing craft; | 
| the reaſon is, that it has no communication 
With the German ocean, the bay, on which 
it ſtands, being in the great lake which ex- 
tends quite acroſs" Jutland, and falls into 
the Baltick, if I may ſo call the gulf which 
leads to the Sound. There is nothing wor- 
thy of obſervation in the town. I had the 
misfortune of a dirty, diſagrbeable inn, where 
I found my own bed a comfort; I ſhould 
have deen in a 15 en End pe . a 
DER 4 <td to Om L607 2; 

The third 1 September - was 1 5 5 em- 
ployed in reaching Nikiobing, at the diſ- 
rance of about four and twenty miles; but 
I was much detained by two ferries; the wa- 
termen of which were ſo aukward, and their 
boats ſo ſmall, that I was very near loſing a 
horſe, and breaking my chaiſe in pieces. 
Nikiobing is ſituated on an iſland in the 
Lake, which they call the gulf of Limford. 
It is chieffy applied to paſturage; I ſaw ſcarce - 
ly any corn or ſtubbles. The town is pretty 
large, but ſeems very poor. I met again 
with very bad accommodation, and the 
people of the inn were not at all cleanly. 
On the fourth I reached Aalburg, which is 
on the gulf of Limfgrd, and fituated 
ES | 5 where 
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Where at is contracted to the ſize of a fine 
river. This voyage is near forty miles, but 
a fine briſł Wind carried us along at a great 
rate; they made me pay five ducats for the 
ſloop... It is a moſt pleaſant and. romantic 
voyage, the gulf running through a variety 
of country, ſome. cultivated, but moſt waſte. 
'T here. are, many hills, mountains, foreſts, 
and heaths, with ſeveral iſlands in the gulf, 
which are inhabited. by fiſhermen ; and the 
ſpots being woody, make a very agreeable 
zarte a ec two of 0 Wands, are 
8 is the 4 i A. biſhop, and a a 
place of ſome trade, and there are alſo, a few 


fabrics here of woollen goods, fixed at the 


King's expence; but they do not ſeem to be 
in any flouriſhing ſituation, chiefly, from 
want of ſupport and attention to che con- 

duct of them. The introduction of any 


quence, unleſs there is a ſtanding, attention 
10 their increaſe and r 
Leaving Aalburg, I ſet out on the fifth 
fon Wyburg, which I reached by night, the 
diſtance 4s thirty miles; it was a hard day's 
work for the extreme hadneſs of the roads, 


which run moſt of the way through barren, 


mountainous tracks, and boundleſs moors 


Vor. i F- Og and 


of this ſort is of but little conſe; | 


0 
1 
} 
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and foreſts; a difmal dreary track, which 
wants a Count de Roncellen for its poſſeſſor; 
. Tach a man would preſently make it carry a 
very different countenance.” Theſe - waſtes 
are all well watered with ſtreams, and the 
foil is in general very good, much of it deep 
and free from ftones, though ſome tracks 
are full of them, and rocky, but none that 
might not be applied to many very uſeful 
purpoſes, were they in the hands of active, 
and wealthy induſtry. Wyburg is the fee of a 
' biſhop, and alſo the reſidence of a provin- 
cial court of juſtice ; but it is nevertheleſs a 
vety inconfiderable place. 
In the morning of the fixth, I took the 
road for Randers; the diſtance is fourteen 
miles, and the road being tolerable, I got 
there to breakfaſt; the road runs by the ſide 
of a pretty river moſt of the way; upan the 


| banks of which are ſome cultivated mea- 


dows, and alſo ſome arable lands in-eulture. 
All this country is thinly ſcattered with lit- 
tle ſtraggling villages, the refidence of the 
peaſants ; but from Aalburg hither, which 
is near fifty miles, T have ſeen but two gen- 

tlemens country ſeats; and thoſe make no 
great figure. I dined at Arhus, a-place of 


ſome trade, being a ſea port, about twelve 


omg from —— after which I had thir- 
| teen 
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| teen more to Horſens, where I got to ſup- 

This is alſo a ſea port, and here I met 
with very civil people at the inn, and clean- 
ly, who gave me a diſh of excellent fiſh. for 


my ſupper, and a bottle of as good claret 


as I remember to have drank; which fur- 
prized me mach. The King has great de- 
meſns in the country I had paſſed, and 
wy which has been planted ſome colonies 


of poor Germans; they had lands lett them 
upon leaſe, which they caltivate better than 
their neighbours the Danes; but they do 


not ſeem to be good huſbandmen, as they 
fix only upon the dry lands, whereas the 
marſhes rained would prove much the 
richer of the two. Though this attention 
had been given to peopling thefe waſtes, yet 
I found very Httie care had ſince been taken 
to increaſe the numbers, or to give ſuch 


_ encouragement to them, as to enable them 
to execute any _ confiderable in _ 


ee 1 

Leaving Horftns, 1 breakfafted o on the 
feventh ar Weile, which, though a fmall 
place, is pretty well built. The ſtreets are 
ſtrait and tolerably paved, and the houſes 
well built of brick. Kt has a commodious 
harbour; on a bay which falls into the Bal- 
tic, by. means of which, it carries on a 


— 9 . pov | 
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pretty good trade. But I may remark; that 
the inhabitants of all theſe little poſt towns 
| ſeem much to want encouragement in their 
trade; they would all flouriſh very tolerably, 
if they had'a cultivated country, with ſome 
manufactures behind them. Many favour- 
able circumſtances muſt unite in a port to 
create a trade, where the export conſiſts of 
nothing but a ſcanty product of mere natural 
commodities ;_ trade conſiſts of and depends 
upon exportation reciprocal to the impor- 
tation; but the general misfortune in the 
commerce of ſuch little ports, is a failure of 
the exportation part; all of them, as far as 
the demand reaches, are free enough at im- 
porting. This is a ſure trade to the mer- 
chant, as moſt branches are, in which gold 
and ſilver are the commodities 1 for 
the products and manufactures: of other 
countries. Indeed the Daniſh ports have 
the general misfortune of being deficient in in- 
land navigation, having nothing to depend 
upon but the mere circulation of the town, 
Which is in general very confined. Trade 
depends much on manufactures, and not a 
little on a flouriſhing agriculture. N either 
of theſe are common in Denmark; we are 
not therefore to wonder, that the general 
| COMMENT, of the kingdom is confined. 121 
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From Weile I: reached ds by din- 
mk the' diſtance is twelve miles. This is 
a very pretty town, beautifully ſituated ; it 
contains ſome trade, and a royal palace; 

but it has nothing in it that is worthy of a 
traveller's notice, though the inhabitants, 
make a great matter of it, as if it was the 


Verſailles of the North. The King has 


ſome conſiderable demeſns around this town, 
and raiſes a revenue by a toll upon all cattle, 
which paſs the bridge, and which amounts 
to a conſiderable ſum; for moſt that are 
driven from Jutland for the Dutch drovers, 
which are very numerous, pay here half a 
dollar a head. The country from Horſens: 
to Weile is tolerably well cultivated. The 
peaſants were carrying 1n part of their har- 
veſts, as I paſſed, and I remarked that they 
did not ſtow their corn in barns, but built it 
on ſtacks. This is not common in Den- 
mark, which made me enquire into their 
motives for it; they told me, that the corn 
which they ſtack, proved much ſuperior in 
quality to that which they laid up in barns, 
it drying ſo much better. I had apprehend- 
ed that it was through the landlord's being 
ſparing in the expence of their buildings, 
but this was a reaſon of which I was not at 
all aware, but its juſtneſs I leave to the 

g P 2 | judgment | 
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judgment of my readers. They affured me, 
that not only the grain, but alſo the ſtraw, 
was much more valuable out of * a ſtack 
than out ef a barn, 
From Kolding I got to Haderſhelbe by 
night, which was fourteen miles, through a 
country much ſuperior i in cultivation to any 
T had lately paſſed; moſt. of their waſte 
tracks had been of late improved, and 
many acres, that not many years ſince were 
all covered with foreſts, are now in a ſtate of 
profit for their owners. This has been to- 
tally owing to an emancipation of the pea- 
fants. It was found that the earth would 
never be well cultivated by mere flaves, and 
acting conſiſtently with this juſt idea, has 
had the defired effect. 
The eighth, I ſet out in the morning for 
Ferſtede, a place on the Baltic, on the Lit- 
tle Belt, within fight of the Iſle of Funen; 
the diſtance about eleven miles, through 2 
country which continues all well cultivated; 
part of it belongs to the King, and part to 
a nobleman, who ſeems to have a notion of 
good huſbandry, from the appearance of the 
incloſures near his houſe. At Oſby, near 
the ſea, I remarked, the peaſants were ma- 
nuring a large field, with ſomething that 
Jooked like a reddiſn marl ; but on enquiry, 
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I found it was a mixture of ſea-weed, ſhore. 
mud, and ſand, which they had laid in very 
eat heaps, and were now carting it into 
a fallow for wheat. They informed me, 
that the improvement brought by this fort 
of manure was very great and laſting ; that 
they reaped crops mere abundant for it, ac 
five to three after ſeyeral years, but at firſt 
_ doubly good. They were not howeyer exe 
cuting this for themſelves, but their Lord, 
who reſides in the neighbaurhood. _ 
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Deen 77 the d, 7 Witch and Zea- 
land —Copenhagen—Preſent State of Den- 
1  mark—Trade— Manufattures— Agriculture 


* Population — Revenues —Genefe Prof: 
SO e l, « 


A V I N G breakfaſted at Ferſted, and 


ordered the float, as they call it, to be 
ready to carry us over, I left it, and was 
ferried ſafely to Aﬀens, in the Iſle of Funen, 
by one o'clock, which is a little port town 
of ſome trade. Having made a dinner on 
fiſh, I reached Odenſee, in the center of the 
iſland, at the diſtance of nineteen miles, by 
night. The country is much ſuperior to 
any part of Denmark I had yet ſeen, all I 


viewed was as well cultivated as moſt of the 
counties of England; ſome incloſed with 


low. neatly kept hedges, and what is open, 
is all covered with ' crops ; the ſtubbles of 
this year's corn, and the crops yet in the 
field, ſhewed, that the land produced well. 
OW were very as the whole my: in ſow- 

ing 
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ing wheat; and I obſerved that it was all 
on ploughed ground, and not on clover ſtub- 
ble; and all the wheat land was manuring. 
Funen has no mountains or rocks, but con- 
ſiſts of gentle hills and declivities, with fine 
ſpreading vales; ſome of the higher grounds 
are prettily topped with woods, and there 
being many riwulets, the whole country is 
deautiful, and reſembles many agreeable 
tracks in England. The peaſants here are 
in many parts free, but in others they con- 
tinue in a ſtate of villainage; and it is verx 
_ eaſy to ſee, by the different appearance of the 
lands, the bad effects of keeping them ſo. 
There is alſo plenty of good paſtures and 
meadows.in this country, and numerous herds 
of black cattle and hogs; and the horſes I 
think have a better appearance than elſe- 
where. I obſerved many colts marked, 
which 4 found, on enquiry, were for the 
King, who demands a certain number every 
year at a fixed price; * theſe are trained 
| for the cavalry. - 

Early on the gth I went to Nuborg, be- 
ing the port at which you take ſhipping. to 
croſs the Great Belt into Zealand. It con- 
tains a good port, and has a little trade; it 
once was very ſtrong, but now has nothing 
hut the ruins of its old fortifications and 


caſtle, = 
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caſtle. From _ and the want of a 


good wind, it was late in the afternoon be- 


fore we reached the coaſt of Zealand, and 
I could get no further than Slagel that 
night, which is a little inſignificant town, 


where I met with very bad n. of 
all ſorts. 
On the morning of the roth I ſet out for 
Roſkild, on the way to Copenhagen, the 
diftance of twenty two miles. This country 


is nearly equal to Funen; it is all well 
ſpread with cultivation, and riſing and 


falling in pretty hills and dales, with woods 
and meadows, ſome of 3 have late- 
ly been marſhes, but drained; and e 


huſtandry ſeems to be very good. 


the great church here, I was ſhewn the mo- 


numents of many Kings of Denmark; this 
being their burying place: here is one of 


Harold VI. King of Denmark, England, and 
Norway, who 'was the founder of this 
church; there is alſo one in black marble, 
of the famous Queen Margaret. They 
likewiſe ſhow a great whetſtone here, which, 
they ſay, was ſent to this Queen by Albert 
King of. Sweden, in derifion, intimating 
thereby, that women ſhould ſharp their 
needles, inſtead of aiming at war; but the 


voy Re" is very your was better an- 
| ſwered 
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ſwered by her, that ſhe ſhould cody it to 
the edges of her ſoldiers ſwords; and ſhe 
was as good as her word; ſhe fought him 
in a pitched battle, and gave him an entire 
overthrow, and made him priſoner; in 
which fituation ſhe kept him ſeven years, 
and then did not releaſe him but under 
very hard terms. 

From Roſkild I reached Copenhagen by 
dinner, the diſtance fourteen miles, through 
one of the fineſt parts of Denmark; an ex- 


tremely agreeable and well cultivated coun- 


try, in which all the peaſants carry a much 
more chearful countenance than any where 
elſe J have ſeen, except on my friend 
Count Roncellen's territory; this, and the 
goodneſs of the culture, with the general 
appearance of the country, is owing to the 
neighbourhood of the city, which acts upon 
the Count's principles, as a market for them 
to bring all their commodities to, and there- 
by encourages them to that activity which is 
ſeen more here than in other places. 

I fixed my quarters at the King of Eng- 
land inn, where T found as good entertain- 
ment as in moſt of the cities in Europe. 
Copenhagen is a fine place, and the ſtrong- 
eſt town belonging to the King. It is ſi- 
tuated 1 in a le marſh, ſurrounded by the 
| country 


— 
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country I have juſt deſcribed ; this makes 
it by nature ſtrong, and the numerous 
works added to it, in the modern ſtile of 
fortification, increaſe the ſtrength greatly. 

The moſt ſtriking object, is the harbour and 
the naval arſenal; it is capacious enough 
to hold five hundred men of war, and yet 
only one ſhip can come in at a time; the 
entrance, ſmall as it is, is defended, by ſe- 
veral batteries of great guns; and there are 
ſeveral platforms near it, with three forts. 
There are no tides in the Baltick, but the 
depth of water in the harbour, renders it 
perfectly ſecure for the greateſt ſhips, ſo. 
that it is juſtly.reckoned one of the beſt ha- 
vens in the world. The King's fleet (for this 
15 the principal port fon his men of war, and 
the only one for great ſhips) lies regularly 
arranged between booms, and againſt them 
magazines, with the name of each ſhip on 
the door of the ſtore rooms, belon ging to her; 
and every thing is kept in the compleateſt 
order. The admiralty is on che haven, which 
contains, beſides theſe magazines, nume- 
Tous. others; the arſenal is very well. fur- 
niſhed . with cannon, and other military 


ſtores; and adjoining to theſe buildings, is 
a citadel, Which commands the harbour. 
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The King's palace is a fine building, very 
ſpacious, and ſome of the apartments mag- 
nificent, but I had heard it repreſented in 
ſuch a pompous manner, that I was much 
diſappointed. The court is as brilliant s . 
any I have ſeen; it is a military one, for l 
the number of officers is great; the very 
garriſon of Copenhagen alone amounts to 
near ten thouſand men, beſides the King's 
guards, which are a very fine, ſhewy, ant 1 
well diſciplined ſet of men. The ſtand- - by: 
ing forces of the kingdom are about for | 
thouſand men; fourteen thouſand of which 
: are cavalry, and the reſt infantry ; -'A con- 
ſiderable number of theſe are militia, but 
then the militia of this country is as re- 
gularly and as well diſciplined as the re- 
gular troops; and for about two months CD | 
in the year, they are embodied, and in ac. 
tual diſcipline; a part of which time, they : 
form the garriſon of Copenhagen, and are 
immediately under the eye of the King. 
This ſyſtem makes them as good troops 
as any others in the ſervice ; and by allow- 
_ ang them to follow their reſpective trades, 
the kingdom does not receive quite ſo much 


miſchief, as if re were in arms al the 
year round. 
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The troops of Denmark, have a very good 
erer en for bravery and obedience, the 
two great eſſentials in a ſoldier; but the 
number kept up is much greater than it 
ought to be, ſince Denmark furniſnes nine 
tenths of them, Norway ſupplying only ſea- 
men; and their rocky, boiſterous coaſt 
forms them ſo bold and hardy, that none 
are accounted better. None of the do- 
minions, except paitial diſtricts, are well 
peopled; and ſuch a numerous body of 
troops, many of whom are taken from 


ſteir own peaſants, is doing a great miſ- 
chief to agriculture. Indeed the deſpotiſm 


of the monarchy is ſo great, that many of the 
regiments are filled with foreigners, parti ; 
cularly Germans and Poles; and there are 
great numbers of foreign officers in all 
the corps; this is to keep the nation in 
the more fevete obedience, a precaàution 
that does not ſeem very | neceſſary, for fince 
the unaccountable revolution, which threw 
the liberties of the people into the hands of 
the crown, there has fcarcely been the ſha- - 
| dow of a revolt; the Princes that have fat 
upon the throne of Denmark have been, 
Nice that revolution, remarkable for their 
abilities, and for purſuing the real intereſts 
elk the . as well as deſpots can do 
it; 
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11; which has probably been attended with 
this great effect, in keeping the nobles from 
all thoughts of throwing off the yoke. 

It has been common in many hiftorians 
and political writers, to ſpeak of the go- 
vernment of Denmark, as an abſolute mo- 
narchy, founded on the right and juſtice of a 
free gift, but nothing can be more prepoſ- 


 - terous: indeed there is nothing fo repugnant 


to the common ſenſe, and the rights of hu= 
manity in a deſpotic government, that no- 
thing can be more contradictory to truth, 
than a pretence to fix it upon ſuch founda- 
tions. The account of the tranſaction; as | 
given us by the beſt authors, ſets forth, 
that the commons, diſguſted with the ty⸗ 
rannical behaviour of the nobles, went in a 
pet to the palace, and made an offer of 
their hives, liberties, and properties to the 
King, without ever aſking the concurrence 
of the third eſtate ; the nobles, which was 
the principal of the three, and who were ut- 


terly againſt the meaſure, as the moſt uns 


heard of monſter in the world; and though 
they agreed in it at laſt, yet every Writer 
is ſufficiently” clear, that it was by force 
they came into the agreement, and not till 
the gates of Copenhagen were ſhut and 
ances; and TIP Im? all over the 


town. 
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town. This was the free gift ſo much 
boaſted of by fome of the laviſh hiſto- 
rians of this country. It is extremely evi- 
dent, from the face of the tranſaction, that 
the final and complete agreement, which 
gave an appearance of validity to the act, 
was forced, and conſequently null and 
void; but when once ar bitrary power is 
erected, however unjuſtly, who is to over- 
turn it? who is to oppoſe it? Who is to 
ſhew the rottenneſs of the pretences, on 
which the right to it is founded? None but 
ſome bold, deſperate, and enthuſiaſtic lovers 
of liberty, who, riſing from the flaviſh, con- 
dition of their brethren, dare to draw the 

ſword of liberty, by deſpots miſ. called that 
of rebellion. The chance of ſuch men be- 
ing found, and of circumſtances which may 
give them ſucceſs, is too great to be looked 
for. But where is the right to that deſ- 
potiſm which the Kings of Denmark have 
afſumed? Not in the free gift of the States, I 
think, is very clear; but even ſuppoſing the 
nobles had agreed in the meaſure, did it from N 
thence follow, that the States of the day, 
| have an unlimited power to make ſlaves of 
all their poſterity ? I am very ſenſible, that 
there are more univerſities than one, who 
ould very readily. give. a deciſion in the 
ONE | 185 affirmative ; 3 


b 1 * m A K M as 
tien 3 but for the honour = huma- 


nity, I hope there are numerous bodies of 


men, who would diſdain the reaſoning ; but 
the records of the originals: of all govern- 
ments tell us very plainly, that every coun+ 
try had originally freedom; but in every 
kind of government, there was at the origin 
of it; a neceſſity of granting a certain de- 
gree of power to rulers; and afterwards 
ehicanery, treachery, bribery; force, and a 
thouſand efforts were ſucceſſively made uſe 
of by them, to enlarge the power which was 
originally granted and entruſted to them, 
for the good of the community, until by - 
a ſucceſſion of frauds, a moſt limited mo- 
narchy became a deſpotiſm z ſuch is the 
turn of human affairs in general, that miſ- 

chiefs will, and do abound in every conſti- 

tution ;. but the greateſt of all others, is 

that of ſuch changes in a government as 
we have juſt been ſpeaking of; but why 
ſhould men give the ſanction of right, to 
vhat has not a pretence of demanding it? | 
Why ſhould they not ſubmit to the monſter. 
cf  deſpotic authority, without reaſoning, 
Uke ſlaves, upon the right and property of 
our being ſo? All the world muſt know, 
that where theſe governments ſubſiſt, they 
ſudiiſt dy forte, and nothing but force can 
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keep them from being overturned by the 
united efforts of all the people, except a 
few, who are kept in pay by the Sovereign: 
the number of ſtanding forces, ſupported 
by all abſolute monarchs, ſhews plainly 
Wherein my think their ny lies. : * 
to return: 1 
\-+ ME Copenhagen are ſeveral new manu- 
factories, called Royal ones, from being 
eſtabliſhed at the King's expence; the 
chief of theſe, are the woollen ones; here 
are more than four hundred lobms. for 
weaving moſt ſorts of cloths, from the 
fineſt, for the wear of the King himſelf 


and his Court, to coarſer forts for cloathing 


the army. There are a great number of 
hands employed in theſe, and ſome. late 
meaſures have been taken to increaſe them, 
and with ſuch ſucceſs, that ſeveral perſons 
I converſed with, aſſured me, if they went 
on with as good a+ progreſs in future, as 
they have done hitherto, they would not 
only cloath all the army, but completely 
ſupply the whole demand of Copenhagen, 
and alſo make all that was wanted to ex- 
port to the Eaſt-Indies, in their India ſhips; 
but I muſt on, I doubt the truth of this 
intelligence, but urhatever degree of accu- 

ther 2 be in it, ſtill . W 1 
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that theſe eſtabliſhments are very princely, 
And ariſing from a real and commendable at- 
tention to the intereſts of the kingdom. 
Faving viewed whatever was worthy of 
attention in the city. of Copenhagen, I. 
waited upon the Count de Smikelane, and 
the Baron de Roſenburg, with the letter 
with which my good friend the Count de 


selon had favoured me. Accidentally 


I met with them both at once, for the 
| Baron was at the former nobleman's when 
I waited on him upon reading the letters, 
they received me with the utmoſt politeneſs, 
and aſſured me, that they ſhould eſteem 
' themſelves very happy in giving me what- 
ever information I deſired, that was in their 
power, relative to the preſent ſtate of Den- 
mark. The Count deſired me to dine with 
him, and the Baron ſaid he would be of 
the party: I accepted the invitation readily, 
and the converſation I had with theſe noble- _ 
men proved very inſtructive to me. 
I found the Count lived in a very mag- 
-nificent manner ; he eat on 4 very ſuperb 
ſervice of plate, and the number of his gen- 
tlemen and attendants, ſhewed that he made 


an unuſual figure. This is not the plan 3 


- life that M,. de Roncellon delights in, but 


this nobleman i is, nevertheleſs a very worthy 
=. Ds <n.” "£5 
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and a very ſenſible man, but without that 
enthuſiaſtical love of improvements, which 
has led the Count de Roncellon to fix his 
reſidence entirely in the country. But al- 
though this nobleman had not thus ſacri- 
ficed at the ſhrine of utility, he allowed 
full honour to his friend who had, and 
"nates of him in the warmeſt terms of friend- 
ſhip and approbation. In diſcourſing on his 
way of life, the Baron de Roſenburg ſaid, 
T readily acknowledge, that M. de Roncel- 
Jon deſerves all that both of you can ay 
in his favour but T think, there is an eſſen- 
tial fault in his ſyſtem; his plans are all ad- 
mirably laid, and executed with a ſpirit 
that commands ſucceſs, and ſo they will 
be as long as he lives; had he ten lives, all 


would be employed and exhauſted in an 


eternal round of buſineſs, but hen is the 
end to be anſwered? When is he to enjoy 
himſelf? When is he to fay the work is 
done, and, with Pyrrhus, Negev now ſet 

"= at our eaſe and be happy / 
I did not think this, by any Wal a juſt 
i of the Count and his great exertions ; 
and therefore replied, that it kppeared: to 
"me a miſtake, in thinking that the Count 
ever fixed his happineſs in the coneluſion or 
— of his undertakings; but, on 
the 


the a. in . carryitg 3 on: 


the greateſt enjoyment he can poſſeſs, is to | 


view daily the progreſs he makes; to at- 
tend to the circumſtances as they ariſe, and 


from an increaſe of income, regularly com- 


ing in, to poſſeſs a power af as regularly in- 
creaſing all his works. In a word, his hap- 
pineſs lies 1 in the work itſelf, and not in the 


ſucceſs of it; and I have no doubt, but if 


his whole eſtate was fully cultivated, his 


| town full of manufactures, and his port of 
commerce, that he would then buy more 


waſte land, for the ſatisfaction of employ- 
ing his money in the way which moſt 
conduces to his happineſs, __ 
The Count de Smikelane acknowledged. 


| that this was the proper light to view his 
friend in; but the Baron did not ſeem ta - 


think, that much happineſs could be en- 
joyed ſo very obſcurely. During the courſe 
of the converſation, I made enquiries into 


ſthe ſtate of the Daniſh trade and manufac- 
tures, and into the policy reſpecting them 


of late years. The Count replying: to me, 


ſaid that their government had, for many 


years, given great attention to every thing, 


that ſeemed: promiſing. in favour of thoſe” 
objects; that the means chiefly taken, were 
* are. and, in ſome inſtances, totally 
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take off the duties upon exportation, which 
in ſeveral material articles had been ſo 
high as much to cramp the induſtry of the 
people. Another means taken, added he, 
has been to encourage the building of ſhips, 
and the tranſport of all commodities on 
Daniſh bottoms; in this there has been 
ſome progreſs made in ſeveral towns 
of Denmark, and a few in Norway; for 
the government has a liſt of every ſhip, 

belonging to the King's dominions, and 
regular advice of every one that is built 
or broken up. This intelligence, Which is 
had without any expence, is of the ut⸗ 
moſt importance, as the miniſtry ſee at once 
the variations in the ſhipping ; if they in- 
| creaſe at one place remarkably, they enquire, 
| and make themſelves maſter of the reaſon, | 
that the fame cauſe may be rendered- alike 
active in other places, If they decreaſe, 
the ſame knowledge i is gained, and by diſ- 
covering the evil, the moment it is in being, 
are able to provide a remedy; when 1 
know why the ſhipping decreaſes, they can 


7 properly apply their encouragement, ſo as 


to make it the moſt eſſectual. The utility of 
this meaſure, has beſt manifeſted itſelf in the 
| effects; for I have been aſſured on very good 

authority, that in the laſt twelve years, 
8 has been an increaſe of above thirty 
fail 
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fail of ſhips, and at the ſame time, that 
the general burthen of all is alſo much 
higher. This is an extreme good ſign, for 
nothing marks ſo well the ſtate of com- 
merce, as the increaſe or decreaſe of national | 
ſhipping; no nations have ever made any 
figure in trade, without great quantities of 
ſhipping ; the thing, we know, is poſſible, 
but ſtill, all the facts that hiſtory gives us, 
are againſt it: that nation, that is carrier 
to all the reſt, will preſently be maſter; of 
the trade of all the reſt. He went on 
Denmark, it is true, poſſeſſes very few 
eee to ſend out to our neighbours; 
Norway, in this reſpect however, is rich, 
her timber is an inexhauſtible ſtore, for ex- 
porting in her own ſhips; but this is not the 
only object, for the Paniſh- miniſtry, have 
juſtly obſerved, that the trade af no nation 
is in proportion to its products. V aur 
commerce in England is infinitely beyond 
what your products would, originally ſeem 

to entitle you to; and what are the producta 
of Holland? yet the trade of the Dutch 


has been by far the greateſt" in the world. 


We think, in general, in the North, that 
the poor nations are to draw the trade to 
themſelves from their rich neighbours, and 
; not — ___ bad grounds: for the great 

Q4 — 
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| wealth of thoſe countries, which have Jong 
been in poſſeſſion of much commerce, ren- 
ders every thing in it ſo dear, that its ma- 
nufactures cannot find a fale any where but 
at home, the conſequenge of which is, that 
f their trade, by degrees, migrates to much 
poorer countries. Upon theſe foundations 
it 1s, I apprehend, that our Daniſh politi- 
eians look for a greater commerce, than the 
mere line of our prodi es at road _ ad 
titles them to. 555 | 
I replied,” eue; thee fforts made 
R late years in the northern kingdoms, i in 
favour of commerce, ' deſerved the acknow- 
ledgment of all their true patriots ; but that 
if he would permit me, I would give him 
my reaſons, why Denmark could nat expect 


tte ſame ſucceſs in trade that the Engliſn 


and Dutch have had. The Count anſwered, 


. that he ſhould be happy in hearing my opi- 


nion. I then obſerved, that they had three 
very material circumſtances much againſt 
them; government, climate, and a want 
of products; I will mention the laſt, firſt, 
as you have juſt touched upon it. The 
trade of England is, 1 believe, ente re- 
nated by 7 products, which are more 
Penfideruble and fortunate for commerce 
00 a of ny other I” The go: 
8 | Jenies 
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nes in America are, in this light; the 
ame as if a part of our countries; and if 
you conſider the immenſity of their product. 
added to that which reſults from our Eaſt 
India trade, our Newfoundland fiſhery, and 
the products of our land, which in corn, 
Wool, leather, metals, &c. are very great, 
you will find the amount to be a very noble 
and conſiderable foundation whereon to 
conſtruct the great edifice. of Britaſh - COIT 
merce. Then if we turn to Holland, we 
ſhall not find that nation to be wanting i in 
roducts; for what are we to eſteem; their 
immenſe Eaſt India trade, and poſſeſſion of 
ſome of the richeſt countries in the known 
world, and the monopoly of ſpices? Alſo 
their herring and whale fiſheries, which 
an on to ſo great an amount? Theſe 
are articles, with ſome others which might 
be named, that ſhew plainly the Hollanders, 
though they haye not ſuch materials as Eng- 
land, have yet ſomething very ſolid where- 
on they build their trade. The ſame con- 
cluſions will, I apprehend, be drawn, look 
to whatever nation you pleaſe. France 
- comes next in the commercial world, 2 
kingdom whoſe . een fan | 
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Now, Sir, the products of Denmark wilt 

not allow of ſuch great commerce as thoſe 
which I have mentioned... It is not of 
conſequence to be minute, as you admitted 
a want of products. The next reaſon againſt 
your poſſeſſing a great commerce, is the cli- 
mate. None of the finer manufactures can 
be carried on, ſo as to execute them in the 
brilliancy now requiſite, in very cold coun- 
tries; hard froſts interrupt the workmen 
even in England, what therefore muſt they 
do in Denmark? There is no fact clearer 
than this. But the greateſt obſtacle remains 
to be ſpoken of, which is the government; 

5 want to create a commerce without ma- 
terials to conſtruct it; and ſuppoſing the 
thing poſſible, ſhould you think it ſo in an 
abſolute monarchy ?-Such an active ſpirit of 


5 : _ induſtry and trade, as a people muſt poſſeſs 


who carry on ſuch a commerce, could not 
exiſt but in a government of perfect freedom 
and equality. This is fo undoubtedly true, 
that we feel the effects in England, even of 

_ limited monarchy. Wherever you have a 
; King, you will have a court, and ſtrong diſs 
tinctions in the ranks of ſociety ;'a nobility, 
with privileges which ſet them above the 
reſt of the ſubjects. Sueh poſſeſſors of land. 
nn 888 privileges, and n 
n 


Vith more ROT 8 mere merchant 


and manufacturer, is an obſtacle to trade 


and commerce. Theſe are circumſtances 
that we feel in our trade, In England, we 
ſcarce ever ſee a merchant, or manufacturer, 
raiſe an hundred thouſand pounds, but he: 
longs to be in the moſt reſpectable claſs; he 
purchaſes land, and his counting-houſe is 
preſently filled with a couſin, or a nephew. 
This keeps immenſe ſams of money out of 
trade. Now in Holland, a man never leaves 
off trade, but the father keeps in it as long 
as he lives, and his ſon ſucceeds him in it. 
But go into France, an abſolute monarchy, 
and you there find, that men enter into 
commerce, not with a view to make very 
great fortunes, but to gain enough to pur- 
chaſe ſome eſtate that ſhall take them out of 
a elaſs of people much deſpiſed, and rank 
them among the nobleſſe; while a manufac- 
turer or trader continues among the bour- 
geois, he is generally regarded by the whole 
ody of the nobleſſe with ſome; degree of 
| 3 Ho then can commerce andmanu- 
factures flouriſh? If you ſay they have flour- 
iſhed, I reply, the products are ſo great in 
that kingdom, that they flouriſhed in ſpite 
of obſtacles; and that all the reſt was the ef- 
Fa of 3 and Colbert's ener 


manufactures and commer 5 
5 were advanced to 2 great height, and on the 
mMereaſe: in 1714, all were in one general 

ruin. After this, a: wiſe conduct, and a 
long peace, re-eſtabliſhed by degrees, many 
* them; ſo that in 1740, the fabries and 
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ment; which were admirable for nromot- 
ing and increaſing their commerce; but his 


creations were much fewer, than generally 


ſuppoſed. - Nor is it foreign to the argu- 


ment, to obſerve the hard fate of the F rench 
8. In 1683, they 


amerce of France were flouriſhing. In 


| 1 all were once more in ruin, and from 

a a ſucceſsful war, ſome of them again revi- 

ved and carried an outſide ſnew of ſucceſs in 
2554 5 but a new war breaks out, and in 
1763 all were again involved in a worſe 
ſtate than ever. They have not again revi- 
ved; and let me remark, that every blow 
_ which that kingdom has received, hath done 
it a laſting damage, for although it has ſoon 
ſhewn a kind of renovation, yet it has ever 


deen but a partial one. Since the death of 


Lewis XIV. they have never poſſeſſed either 
the trade or fabrics they did in his reign; and 
every ſucceſſive war did them a degree of 
miſchief, which has never been repaired, 


This has not been the caſe in free kingdoms 


: and ſtates 3 7 * in ſuch countries want no- 


thing 5 


- EN AIR.  - 
4 but patience to remedy themſelves. | 


* has been highly fouriſhing for a 
century and a half, and ſhews not'a ſign of 


decay, and Holland for more than two cen= 
turies; and though ſhe is not ſo powerful in 
war as formerly, is yet in poſſeſſion of a vaſt 

trade. This great difference hes in the go- _ 

vernments. In France, the reparation ff 
misfortunes, or the making any great exer - 


tions, is done by a weight of taxes laid on 


All the lower ranks of people, out of propor- 


tion to the others. But in England and 
Holland, all claſſes bear an equal burthen: 


e whatever encouragement you will to 


Sommerde, {till there will be evils inherent 
in the adminiſtration of abſolute | power, 


which no care or attention can overcome. 
Both the Count and the Baron heard me 


ith politeneſs and attention. The Baron 


declared himſelf of my opinion, and at once 


condemned the idea of making Denmark a 
great trading power. Our King, faid be, 
keeps forty! thouſand ſoldiers in pay, and 
that is a degree of power inconſiſtent with . 
trade and commerce, for it is 3 5 


againſt trade to keep ſuch an army but 
what. Ou: ID of N in che 
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preſent ſtate of the North. if the was. not 


na : r 


The Comms Hit not SINE matters thus far : 
He faid, that I was certainly right in ſome 


0 of my principles, but that the kingdom we 
were then in, proved againſt me in others. 


He deſired me to conſider the difference in 
the trade of England, or any other country 
at different periods. Vou had more wool in 

Henry the eighth's reign, than you have 

now ; but what compariſon is there hetween 

the benefit reſulting to the kingdom in the 
two periods? Then look at your corn trade, 
vou had as many acres of land in the time 
of the ancient Britons as now; but proper 
attention, and putting all the ſprings of in- 
duftry i in motion, have changed the poſſibi- 
*Hty in one caſe, to a certainty in the other. 
'You alſo beg the queſtion, by ſtating as 
products, what are received by different na- 
tions from colonies or fiſheries. | Such may, 
for any thing you can aſſert to the contrary, 
be in the power of every nation that chuſes 


to accept of them. Why may not Den- 


mark plant colonies in the Terra Auſtralis? 

Why may ſhe not gain 2 ſpice trade in the 

iſlands of the ocean that bound the Philip- 

pines? Why may ſhe not have her herring 

and whale fiſhery, as well as the Dutch 0 | 
Mo 
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Moſt certainly there wants little more than 


an animated ſpirit, in puſhing all theſe mat- 
ters to the utmoſt extent, in order to gain 
bl jon of many things, which at preſent 
are thought far beyond the power of a na- 
tion to attain to. The encouragement of 
commerce, manufactures, the arts and agri- 

culture, will effect every thing; it is of lit- 
tle con ſequence to aſk, what government 
a country is under. The moſt trading Nap 
tions in the world inhabit Aſia, and live 
under deſpotic monarchs, and have not even 
the advantage of any encouragement but 
chat of lucre. Look at France, when ſhe 
Was a mixed government, and behold her 
now; ſee the amazing improvements, which 
have taken place in Ruſſia, and all effected 
by the abſolute will of a monarch. _ 


I-replied, that this was all very true, and - 
that I believe, T” might have uſed expreſ- a 


bl 


tions 1 rather too general; the truth i is, Idid | 


not want arguments, ſo much as in forma- 


tion, concerning the preſent ſtate of Den- 
mark; and therefore dropping the preſent | 


ſuhject, by bringing the object of our con- 


verſation nearer home, the Count H me | 


the following account. 


The attention which. our two. 'or three : 


7 al Kue; have given, to the 5 
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of every thing uſeful, but eſpecially his late 
Majeſty, has had ſuch a ſtrong effect as is 
viſtble to all Denmark. The Forth are in- 
creaſed conſiderably, which I take to be the 
beſt ſign of all others; and this has been 
pretty general through Norway, Jutland, 

Sleſwic, Holſtein, and the iſles. An exact 
\ regiſter of population has been kept for near 
thirty years, by which it appears, that the 
Increaſe is pretty regular in all thoſe coun- 
tties, which ſhews that it is owing to a ge- 
neral order, and attention in government, 

which ſpreads equally over the kingdom; 

nor is this increaſe without another reaſon, 


and that not an impolitic one, it is the ac- 


ceſſion which the King's territories receive 
from foreigners ; great encou ragement has 
for ſome years been given to all who will | 

fettle in any part of his dominions, which 
has been ſuch an inducement; that the num 
der of Germans who have arrived is very 
conſiderable. Many tracks of the King's de- 
meſnes in Sleſwie and Holſtein, are en- 
rely peopled with Germans, who have ſet- 
tled there for the fake of lands being given 
them to cultivate for many years, without 
Paying any rent. Some of the great King- 
doms in Europe complain of à declining 
— and with! reaſon, nne * 


nn 


the general accounts; it is certain, that 
France, falls ſhort four millions of people 
from the number ſhe had in the beſt time 
of Lewis XIV's reign. And this decline of 
population in the richeſt kingdoms, and the 
increaſe of it in Denmark, is certainly a ſign 
that the affairs of this . are on the 
flouriſhing hand. 

The next article I ſhall mention to you, 


is our commerce. There is no compariſon _ 


between the preſent trade of Denmark, and 
what it was thirty years ago; ſcarcely n 
thing has been omitted by the goyernm 
that could promote and enlarge the com- 
merce of the kingdom. Beſides the regiſ- 
try of ſhips, and the increaſe of the number 
5 and tonnage of them, there have been nu- 
merous advantages given to trade, which 
ſhew themſelves in moſt of the branches a6 
the nation's dealings with other countries. 
Theſe have had ſuch an effect, as leaves no 
room to be miſtaken. After numerous oh- 
\ ſtacles were overcome, we ſucceeded in eſta - 
bliſhing an Eaſt India company; the com- 
merce of which does not indeed make the = 
figure of ſome others, but the affairs of it 
are in good order, the trade increaſing, and 
the profit conſiderable and regular; Which 
is more than can be e ee 
Volle * * Dur 
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Our colonies in the Weſt Indies thrive 


more than ever, though not very conſidera- 
ble; and our general commerce of Europe 
is greatly increaſed, of which there cannot 
be better proofs than a tiſe in the crown 
revenues, _ an dee of . and 


ſhipping. © 5 Gat: ES 


But our PEE depends on, and is Bgen 


ence with” the nlanufdctufer of the 


kingdom. I can ſhew you twenty books, 
which aſſert that the Danes have no fabrics ; 
thoſe who wrote ſo fifty years ago, ſpoke 
truth; but unfortunately they have been 
copied by others, down to the very preſent 
day, although the former truth is ſuch no 
longer. There has been a great turn in our 
commerce from the change in this point; for 
formerly, we imported every thing we uſed, 
even to the moſt common articles of cloath- 
ing, and the implements, inſtruments, ma- 
chines, furniture, &c. that we uſed. Theſe 
ruinous importations are not totally done 
3 yet, but many of them are cut off, by 
ſupplying ourſelves through the excellent 
means of eſtabliſhing manufactures, which 
has been ſet about with great and real ſpirit, 
and attended to with ſo much care, that the 
number increaſes every day, fo that there is 


the © rea reaſon 2 528 a conſtant di- 
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anion in our expenſive imports, which 
has been hitherto, and cannot fail of being 
in future a circumſtance infinitely advan- 
tageous to the kingdom. You muſt not 
miſunderſtand me, I am not aſſerting, that 
| nmark. is become a manufacturing coun- 
| try; on the contrary, what we yet make 
bears no proportion to what we import, but 
only that meaſures have been ſome time in 
execution for leſſening thoſe imports; and 
that, from the ſucceſs which attends them. 
chere is no doubt, but the kingdom is in 
. this inſtance on the i improving hand. 
The improvements in agriculture, which 
hav been made with the ſame attention and 
care, are very gi eat and conſpicuous in di- 
vers parts of all the King's dominions; and 
nothing can exceed the means, which have 
been taken in this work to accompliſh the 
end. The former bad ſtate of the kingdom 
Was greatly owing to the miſery under which 
the peaſants groaned. This has been every 
* mollified; they have had numerous 
edicts in their favour, villainage is in many 
diſtricts aboliſhed, and the nobles and gen- 
try prevented, by ſevere laws, from tramp- 
ling upon the lower claſſes, in the manner 
they too commonly did formerly. The late 
NP ſent ſeveral very able men to travel 
| KB through 
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through England, in order to report to him; 


on their return, the peculiarities, laws, cuſ- 


toms, and conduct, which in that kingdom 
ſeemed moſt conducive to the well being of 


huſbandry. Their journey was executed 


with great ability, and from their memoirs 
his Majeſty and his minifters were enabled 


to judge what was, and what was not, prac- 
ticable in Denmark. The grand articles 


were to give more freedom to the claſs of 
eultivators, to ſecure their property, to abo- 
liſh multipliable taxes, and to lett farms on 


long leaſes with covenants of improvement. 


Theſe were the great heads of the report, and 


the points upon which they moſt inſiſted, as 
thoſe which were of the greateſt benefit in 


England. ' They offered numerous inferior 


ones, upon the particular conduct of cer- 


tain ſoils, upon draining, manuring, plough- 


ing, &c. Implements were ſent over as pat- 
terns, and ſome ingenious men to inſtruct 


us in the uſe of them; and ee | 


order to preſerve the knowledge thus 


ed, fixed theſe, with handſome ates en 


his crown lands, with their implements, 


and directed each to manage a given quan- 
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"tity of land according to the Engliſh: huſ- 
dandry. The men who worked under them 


for three years, were then changed, and ſent 
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to other eſtates, and freſh ones inſtructed, 
and the implements were on courſe multi- 
plied with all of them; ſo that at this time 

there are a vaſt number in conſtant uſe in 
different parts of the kingdom. The ef- 
fects of ſuch meaſures as theſe muſt, in the 
nature of them, be very dow, but ſtill they 
are real and increaſing. But the conſe- 


quences of the principal parts of the ſcheme 


have been rapid and great, particularly the 
letting lands on leaſes of improvement, 
which the King put in execution upon the 
crown lands immediately, and upon a large 


ſcale; and by his recommendations to the 


nobility, &c. and granting privileges to eſ- 
tates, in this management, the method 
ſpreads ſo much, that if the ſpirit which 
no animates the kingdom, lafts but for half a 
century, I believe Denmark will be as well 
cultivated as ſome parts of England, and 
thoſe not the worſt. Another encourage- 
ment which his late Majeſty gave to agri- 
culture, was ordering the bet books on that 
ſubject in the French, Engliſh, and German 
languages, to be tranſlated into Daniſh, and 
many complete ſets of theſe he made pre- 
ſents to ſuch of his ſubjects, as made them- 
ſelves at all known by any undertakings in 
en that were beyond the common 
ä practice. | 
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practice. He alſo publiſhed the offer of con- 
ſiderable premiums, to be annually diſtri- 
buted among the tenants of the Royal de- 
meſnes, who excelled the moſt" in e we 
ſuch works. e 
Now, Sir, you muſt once ley! Ilo 
to remind you, that J have mentioned none 
of theſe inſtances, to ſhew that the agri- 
culture, manufactures; or commerce of Den- 
mark are nearly advanced to perfection, or 
that great changes have already been effect 
ed, that is by no means the purport of my 


diſcourſe; but the fact is, that we in all 


theſe branches are undoubtedly 1 improving, 
and that not ſlowly; and this I conceive is 
all that any kingdom or people can wiſh for, 
as ſudden acquiſitions are ſeldom laſting. 
The improvement, which I ſhould appre- 
hend a ſenſible people would be moſt de- 
ſirous of ſeeing, is a ſilent, gradual increaſe, 
and induſtry every where ſpread and always 
(though ſlowly) active; the happieſt and 
beſt days ſeen by any nation, are not thoſe 
brilliant ones, when every undertaking is in 
every view ripened into completion, for 
then a thouſand evils are continually. ſhew- 
ing themſelves in dangerous conſequences, 
ariſing from the poſſeſſion of too much 
wealth ; but this has n being with a na- 
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tion that is only on the- i improving hand ; 
there can de only wealth enough to animate 
the induſtry of the people, and to keep every 


thing from languiſhing. In a word, Sir, if 


we could reduce all the intereſts-of a na- 
tion, ſuch as commerce, the arts, manu- 
factures, agriculture, population, income, 
&. to one aggregate, we ſhould then have 
but one queſtion to enquire and be ſatisſied 
in, whether ſuch nation was to be eſteemed 
in a good ſituation, and that is, does that 


aggregate, improve, or decline? While an 


improvement goes on, however ſlow, the 
nation muſt be eſteemed flouriſhing ; ;-and 


the contrary, the moment it "ors increa- 


N | 
In a ſoeceBive 3 I had St the 
Count, he enlarged his information on cer- 


tain points, upon which I took. the liberty 
to make enquiries. - I had mentioned the 


ſtate of their Eaſt India trade; and he ſaid, 


* 


that ſeveral plans had been laid before the 
miniſtry for increaſing it, and among others, 


there was one, which had actually been ſo 
much approved, as to be put partly in exe- 
tion, and this was, to purchaſe by treaty, 
the port and territory of Moſambique, on the 
coaſt of. Africa, from the Portugueſe; a 

R 4 Colony 
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colony which is of little national advantage 
to that kingdom, ſince the declenſion of 
their affairs in the Eaſt Indies, but which 
would be of infinite importance to the 
Danes, in caſe they ſet heartily about an 
increaſe of their India commerce. The 
Count further aſſured me, that, in ſome ne- 
== with the Court of Liſbon, mat- 
ad gone ſo far, as fixing the terms, 
Which though they were too high to con- 
clade on, yet they brought on a further 
treaty, relative to other ſettlements in the 
Indies, and which it was evident they 
| Teemed ready enough to part with, in caſe 
they could get high terms. Moſambique, 
from its ſituation, might be a port and co- 
Jony of as great importance even as the 
Cape of Good Hope; all our ſhips, going 
and coming to and from the Indies, might 
water and take in their refreſhments there; 
behind it lie the richeſt countries in Africa, 
#Hd it is open to the trade of the reſt of that 
- wat 'coaſt, to Arabia, Perſia, &c, ſo that 
there can be no doubt but it would turn 
out a place of infinite importance in the 
hands of an active, induftrious nation. The 
treaty upon this affair with Portugal is 
Sends _ without 2 to any conclu- 
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The idea of purchaſing: this ſettlement, was cer- 
tainly an admirable one; the following i is the. account 
given of it by the very ingenious editor of the laſt edition 
of Harris's Voyages and Travels. Vol. I. p. 697. The 
beſt of all governments, that ſtill belongs to the viceroy 
of the Indies, is that of Moſambique, which is an iſland 
ſituated near the coaſt of Africa, in the lat. of 159 
fouth, within half a league of the continent. They have 
à ſtrong fort there, with four good baſtions, which com- 
mand the channel, and in which there are ſeventy 
pieces of braſs cannon; and here there is always kept 2 
od garriſon, and in arable order. The governor is 
ured with the title of General of the river Senna, 
where he has his Lieutenant, which employment was 
worth to him ſeveral hundred thouſand crowns a year; 
there are but a few houſes about the fort, the inhabitants 
keeping their effects on the neighbouring continent. 
But notwithſtanding the narrowneſs of the place, therg. 
there are monaſteries of Jeſuits, Dominicans of St. John 
de Dios, beſides the chief church, and that of Miſeri- 
cordia. The merchandize brought to this place, by 
the ſhips of the company, are bought at a ſet price by 
the royal factory, which afterwards ſends them to 
\. Chelimani, the mouth of the river Senna, running 
three hundred miles along the coaſt, in galliots and ſmall 
veſſels, becauſe of the flats from Chelimani; the goods are 
ſent, up the river, againſt the ſtream, i in almandies, or 
little boats, which are ten days going up, and about 
five coming down. It is very difficult going up for 
thoſe who are not acquainted with the ſhallows and 
7 vinding⸗ of the river, Cafres and blacks reſort to this 


port, 
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+ There is no object in our trade that has 
brown more conſidered of late youn than the 
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| pn; ah provitices and kingdoms chives” or four 
months journey diſtant, to buy and'take up goods upon 
truſt, for ſo much gold, which they never fail to bring 
| punQually the next year, unleſs death prevents them. 
This trade yields above cent per cent, ſo that the Por- 
tugueze may be ſaid to have another India in Africa, 
Senna is a little town, on the right hand of the river, 
inhabited by fifty Portugueze families, who make it po- 
pulous enough by the great number of blacks they 
keep. They till the ground, and dig the mines, and 
by that means maintain their maſters, inſtead of being 
kept by them. About fifteen days journey from hence, 
lies Sofala, where the Portugueze have likewiſe an eſta- 
Vliſhment, ſubject, however, to the General of Moſam- 
| bique; and here a prodigious trade is driven on, of 
| which the Portugueze are or might be maſters. ' It con- 
- fiſts chiefly of gold, of which there are greater quanti- 
ties here, than in any other country | in the world, fince 
the annual produce of this market is computed, by the 
beſt judges, at forty ſix thouſand ounces. There are 
Vaſt quantities of Spaniſh and Canary wines, oil, filks, 
linens, cottons, coral, and other European goods ſold 
here, which are carried by the inhabitants of the. little g 


kingdom of Sofala, through all the great empire = 


| Monomopata, which the Portugueze ſtile the- empire of 
gold, from the prodigious quantities of that precious 
metal which is brought to them from -thence. There 
are likewiſe ſome very rich commodities brought hither 
by the negroes; ſuch as the moſt excellent ebony in the 
erat s rout quantities of Parr abundance of fige 
: | mats, 
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e that what we want to gain, is 
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mats, which are much efteemed in the Indies, and a 
great number of ſlaves; ſo that Goa, and all che reſt of 
the Portugueze ſettlements; are furniſhed from hence. 
One may juſtly wonder, that, conſidering the value of 
this ſettlement, and its convenient ſituation, the Dutch: 
had not made themſelves 'maſters of it long ago, as well 
as all the other places belonging to the crown of Por- 
tugal, on this coaſt. As for the ſhare which the Por- 
tugueze ſtill retain, the gold obtained thereby is ſent” to 
Goa and to Diu, where it is coined: into ſmall pieces, 
called St. Thomas's, which are not worth above half a 
cron of our money; and it is obſerved, that this coin 
is of a worſe touch, that is, of a baſer alloy than any 
bother in the Indies, — is another ſign of a declining 
trade; for the Sarafins, which were formerly coined" at 
Ormus, when in the Portugueze hands, were eſteemed 
the beſt gold in the Indies, but they are now become 
extremely ſcarce; and the St. "Thomas's are aid to 21 
e. in leſs quantities every year. Wette fo 
„ 'T heſe poſſeſſions are ſaid to produce fo little to vhs 5 
| King of Portugal, that it has been more than once de- 
bated, in the council of that Prince, whether it would 
not be for the intereſt of the crown to abandon them 
all together, withdrawing their artillery and effects; 
and we are likewiſe told, that it is not any political, 
but purely a religious motive, that has hindered this 
reſolution from being taken, the prieſts having ſuggeſted, 
that, in that caſe, a multitude of ſouls would be loſt to 
the church. We ſhall the leſs wonder at this, if we 
N c 


India | 


— 


_ TRAVELS/THROUGH 


plenty of commodities, to form 4 
ride with in * and nothing anſwers 
better, 
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fingle ſhip. of a reaſonable; þurthen, may carry on as 
great a commerce as what at preſent ſubſiſts between 
| Liſbon and Goa; this matter, however, deſerves ſome 
explanation. There are yet a great many ſhips employed 
from Goa, Diu, and Daman, to the coaſts of Perſia, 


Pegu, Manilla, and China, hut they are moſtly on ac- 
count of Indian merchants, there being ſcarce. a Portu- 
_ *gueze. trader at Goa able to furniſh a cargo of ten thou · 


fand crowns; and it is very much doubted, whether in 
the whole of their trade they employ above two hun- 
died thouſand crowns; ſo that it is not at all ſtrange, 
that one year with another, there are not above two wÜ 
hips ſent direcily from Goa te Liſbon, and thoſe not a 

Harth part ſo rich as when they annually ſent twenty. 
Fet there has been a late regulation made at Goa, 


for the preſeryatian' and promoting of trade, which 
* thoſe, who underſtood that ſubject te. war 5 


pleated its ruin. 


| fb This in u inge per which bas the ole. 


right to the commerce of Moſfambique- and Mocha, 


which company has taken upon itſelf the payment of the 
royal officers, who are alſo two thirds employed therein; 


which has given ſuch a blow to the natural commerce of 
Goa, that the beſt part of the Indian merchants. that 
were. left, are now retired from thence, To ſay the 
truth, it was the great ſhare the /Viceroys, Governors, 


and other officers, always took in commerce, without 


contributing any thing / thereto, except protecting the 
merchants from-the O_ committed by themſelves, 
FI den 
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8 in this reſpect, than mk and great 
arten of Eaſt India goods: We have 
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6 * of their trade 
chat firſt deſtroyed the extenſive commerce they enjoye 
And upon this ſubject, the wits of the Indies hays 
framed a very pretty allegory: they ſay, that when, the 

Portuguez e came firſt to them, they a ſword i in one 
Hand, and a crucifix in the eben but that they might 

Gill their pockets the faſter, they quickly diſpenſed with | 
che firſt, and ſoon after laid down the laſt, by which 
they have loſt all. But though their power and their 
commerce are ſo much declined, their pride is as great 
as ever, inſomuch that they refuſe the natives: of the 
country, who are called Canatins, the wearing of 
Rockings, though they employ them as phyſicians, lau- 
vers, and merchants ; by which many of them are 40 

rich, that they keep a dozen or foutteen ſlaves, and are 
in much non nen, chan the ee, 
| nne 

e ae revenues of drink WW" war ue | 
* this moſt furprizing change in the — is 3 
a monaſtery that does not receive four or fe thouſand 
eros out of the treaſury, at the ſame time the ſol- 
diers ſtarve and mutiny for want of pay; which is 

Fo much the harder upon the government, 
n che reverend fathers know very well how to take care of 
themſelves, inſomueh, that it is affirmed, the Jeſuits in 
Goa have a better revenue than the crown of Portugal. 
It is not eaſy to know what becomes of the money theſe 
"id men raiſe; but it is very evident, that the-wealth 
they poſſeſs, together with the eſtabliſhment of the inqui 
tion at Goa, is ſuch a dead weight on the ſettlement, as 


* 
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remarked, not only in the trade of out 


are,” but alſo in the e ſmall ſhare of 
tat 
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| muſt net or later deſtroy it The wilt of the Por. 
tugueze in Europe, underſtand this very well, and 
would be glad to ſee ſome proper remedy - applied; not 
from a prejuqice againſt the church or churchmen, 
Which is far enough from being the vice of that nation, 
but out of pure regard to the crown and to the nation; 
und one would think, that the clergy themſelves, inſtead 
of graſping at more, ought” to be willing to part with 
ſome proportion of what is already in their hands, in 
order to render the ſtate more able to protect them in 
he poſſeſſion of the remainder. Beſides there is nothing 
"clearer; than that the erecting of religious houſes, is 
3 oppoſite to the very ſcheme of planting, and 
muſt always ruin the ſettlements where it prevails, 
2 conſequentiy the religious houſes themſelves, which 
is even an argument that ought to prevail with 
Popiſh Princes, to lay more reſtraint on the miſſionaries 
chat are ſent abroad; unleſs they prefer the reputation 
of zeal, among ſuch as are no competent judges, not 
only to maxims of policy and good government, but to 
the principles of true religion. For if there be any 
piety in coverting pagans to the chriſtian faith, it fol- 
los, that chere is ſtil} greater piety in doing this ef- 
fectually, and in maintaining for ever the eſtabliſiments ; 
| — to ſupport them, which reaſon and experience 
? the building monaſteries, and maintaining num- 
bers of idle people in them, will not do; but on the 
1 contrary, will bring on, in time, the deſtruction of thoſe 
W ene in en ws Humour i is e to . a 
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that commerce which we poſſeſs ourſelves; 
_ no other is a better introduction 10 

5 other - 
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; 66 The very laſt advices fries this part of the world in- 
form us, that ſeveral Indian Princes were driven from 
before Goa, which they had blocked up with a nu- 
merous army, by the powerful ſuecours ſent by the 
King of Portugal, and by the excellent conduct of the 
late viceroy, who was the Count de Laurical, and who, 
if I miſtake not, was twice in the Indies, and behaved 
there with great reputation. Such expeditions, how- 
ever, are to be conſidered as expedients only, which 
may for a time preſerve that ſettlement, but can never 
reſtore it, or bring the affairs of the nation, in theſe 
parts, into ſo good order as to make them worth the 
attention of a Prince, who has the honour of his crown, 
and the good of his people at heart. 

It is morally certain, that the eſtabliſhments which 
the crown of Portugal Rill has in the Eaſt Indies, might | 
in the hands of an active, an induſtrious nation, turn to 
ceonſiderable account; for it has been long ago vbſeryed 
by Mr. Tavernier, that the port of Diu is as well ſitu- 
ated for trade, and as capable of improvement, as 'any - 
in that part of the world, or more fo; and if put under 
proper regulations, that is, if made in ſome meaſure a 
free port, it muſt neceſſarily dome in for a large ſhare of 
that commerce now carried on at Surat, and in all pro- | 
bability, retrieve much of the Arabian and Perſian com- 
merce, that has been. ſo long loſt to the Portugueze: On 
the other hand, as they have till ſome faQaries at Biſhagar, 


. and; other places on that coaſt; it would be no difficult 


matter to re- eſtabliſn their commerce in the heaitof India, 
at the ſame time, that the port of Macao would furniſh 
_ prog the means -of ſupplying the — market, 
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other branches of trade throughout the 
Words for that nation, which can tre 
| theſe 
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4 OA 8 than any other Towns nation ; 

auſe their colony at Moſambique is ſo ſituated, _ 
to ſetye them for the ſame. purpoſe that the Cape of 
Good Hope does the Dutch, or the iſland of St. Helena 
does the Engliſh. 

KHgut all theſe dir u nothing in che hands 
of thoſe, who are ſo far from poſſeſſing the virtues re- 
: quiſite | to ſuch improvements, that, on the oontrary, 
they are not only tainted with, but over · run by ſuch 

vices, as muſt unqueſtionably overturn the beſt eftabliſh- 
ment in the world. We may therefore ſafely predict, 
that the continuance, even of that ſlender power which 
the Portugueze have fill left, cannot continue long, 
and that for thefe two plain reaſons; firſt, becauſe it 
has been long, and is ſtill in a declining condition; ſo 
that its force being extremely decayed, and at the ſame 
time continually employed an reſiſting the efforts of its 
| enemies, it is impoſſible, in the nature of things, that 
it ſhould ſubſiſt for any time: ſecondly, the manners of 
the people are entirely ruined, fo that there is not the 
leaſt probability that any ſuch reformation will ever be 
affected, as might enable hem to make ſuch uſe; of the 
convenient ports, of which they are il} poſſeſſed, as is 
neceſſary to revive and reſtore their commerce in the 
Indies. I venture. therefore to pronounce, that in 
mme compaſs of twenty: or thirty years, their eſtabliſh- 

ments in theſe parts will be quite loſt, and that, in all 
Jikelihood,' Goa, Diu, and Daman, will be loſt firſt; 
which will neceſſarily draw after them the deſertion of 
+ Macao, which UNIT He ſaban N and 
| [6k 
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theſe 1 to the beſt market, will generally have the 
choice of commerce among various nations. 
Germany i is without an Eaſt India company; 
her -neighbours ſupply her and Poland, 
Hungary, part of Ruſſia, all Italy, Swit- 
zerland, and part of Turkey. Theſe coun- 
tries together, form a market for India 
goods, of infinite conſequence; and it 
highly behoves us, who lie extremely well 
for the tranſportation of commodities to 
many of thoſe countries, to aim at coming 
in for a ſhare of this profitable commerce: 
what we have carried on for ſome years, 
from Altena, has been of much ſervice to 
the kingdom, by opening an extenſive cor- 
reſpondence 1 into the heart of Germany, by 
by means of the India warchouſes there 
eſtabliſhed. The tate of our trade is this, 
We have never been able to o exceed the ſend- 
Vor. II. r aye an: wh ing 
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lies at much too great a diſtance to receive any cfectugl 
ſuccour or ſupport from Portugal directly.“ 

I have given this long quotation, for two very 6 oi 
tial reaſons ; 3 firſt, the book is ſcarce and dear, and of 
too great a ſize to be in every perſons hands; and 
ſecondly, becauſe the whole turn of the paſſage ſhews, 
chat the idea of the Daniſh miniſtry's purchaſing Mo- 
ſambique, and the other ſettlements of the Portugueze, 
is highly probable; ſince it is evident, he poſſeſſors 
know not what to do with them. 
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ing out more than four ſhips to the Indies; 
= but once, have received fo many from 
'thence ; we have had very often three, and 
ſometimes only two, though the ſhips are 
of great burthen. The ſales are regular, 
and the profit that is made on the ſtock 
very conſiderable; the point, therefore, 
which is effected, is the ſupplying ourſelves 
with commodities, which formerly we were 
forced to take of other nations; this a very 
eſſential object in every trade; we have fur- 
ther gained a ſmall export to Germany, 
but the amount of two or three ſhips makes 
| 10 poor a figure, with what might, with 
. management, be effected, that the miniſtry, 
in entering into a treaty with Portugal, 
certainly aimed at a much more extenſive 
commerce : had Mofambique been ours, 
we calculated to have ſent 57 ſhips annually, 
| * any other acquifitions ; but had the 
treaty been extended, and we had purchaſed 
their ſettlements in the Indies, we ſhould 
| ſoon have had a more flouriſhing India 
trade than any nation in 3 8555 Hogs 
| ſh and Dutch oaly excepted.” 
Here the Count fniſhing his diſcourſe, 
the Baron de Roſenburg continued che con- 
verſation; his objection was ſtated as fol- 
lors. 1 have more than once Her” this 
= | India | 
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India ſcheme debated, and 1 remember an 
argument not againſt it, but againſt preci- 
pitation in it, which, I think, was never 
clearly anſwered. In the India commerce, 
you ſend out ſilver; and bring home com- 
modities; with the filver, it 1s true, there 
Zoes ſome large aſſortments of European ma- 
nufactures, particularly fine cloths: now 
the export of ſilver by the Eaſt India com- 
pany has nothing objectable in it, to the 
amount of ſupplying the home conſump- 
tion with India commodities, becauſe if we 
did not buy them of our own company, we 


ſhould of the Dutch; and the amount in | 


filver would certainly go out of the coun- 

try the ſame in either caſe; only* in one, 
we have the profit of the trade ourſelves, 
and the employment of the ſhipping and 
ſeamen; but in the other, thoſe advantages 
go to our neighbours. Thus far, 1 admit 
there is no diſpute but when this trade is 
extended furiher, and you ſupply other na- 
tions with India goods, you muſt ſend out 
greater quantities of ſilver, without any cer- 
tainty that you will get it again ; you. Will 
ſell thoſe goods to other nations, who moſt 
3 will not pay all in money for them, 
but, in che way of trade, put off many of 
I commodites in exchange, which 
kd ED, 1 
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will either be introduced, into Denmark, to | 
the prejudice of our on, or elſe the India 
commerce decline as ſoon as raiſed: but 
there 1 18 another objection; in the preſent 
confined trade we carry on with the Indies, 
we buy cloths of the Engliſh, to ſend. out 
in our ſhips, our own manufacturers not 
being yet able to ſupply enough of the finer 
forts for that export, or our on conſump- 
tion; what therefore would they be able to 
do, if the trade was trebled or quadrupled ? 
Why, this part of the profit of it, which is 
one of the moſt conſiderable, would go di- 
rectly to England ; ſo you would conſequently 
pay ſilver in Europe, for an ability of paying 
more ſilver in the Eaſt, for goods, Which, 
when ſold, would be paid for in manufac- 
tures that rival our on. Such is my idea 
of this fine ſeheme: I am ſenſible; that you 
may quote the Engliſh, Dutch, and French, 
but the caſes: are eſſentially different; they 
would be great trading nations, full of 
manufactures, if they had no India com- 
merce; they ſend out their own manu- 
| ib and in the fale of ſuch India 
goods as they diſpoſe of to other nations, 
Weir great trade enables them to form 
univerſal cargoes, in which one aſſortment 

carries ** IS aun all F well; 
beſides 
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beſides the home conſumption of the Eng- 
liſh and French is immenſe; and the Dutch 
monopoly of ſpice gives them equal and 
ſuperior advantages, for which reaſons, it 
cannot be juſt to draw any concluſions 
from the Eaſt India trade of thoſe nations. 

The Count to this replied, that he ac 
knowledged much of the truth of theſe 
obſervations, but, 'at the ſame time, there 
were two anſwers, which would in general 
remove the objections. Firſt, the friends of 


the Eaſt India commerce in Denmark, never 


thought of encouraging that commerce to 
the prejudice of any other, and, in particular, 
of their manufactures; that they had always 
propoſed the India commerce, as a means 
of promoting the manufactures of fine 
cloths, camlets, ſerges, &c. which are al- 
ready eſtabliſhed at Copenhagen, and other 
places; that theſe manufactures were on 
the increaſe, and if a quick demand was 
raiſed by the India company for their fa- 
brics, it would be a great means of raiſing 
thoſe manufactures; that the propoſition 
Was ſuppoſed to be dependant on this cir- 
cumſtance, viz, on the home manufacturers 
being able to ſupply all the goods carried 
to the Indies; that it was an error to ſup- 
ery: they did not now work up ſufficient 
<p x EEO for 
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for our preſent India commerce; that they 
made, on the contr ary, of many ſorts, as 
much as they could vend; that if they 
wrought totwenty times their preſent amount, 
ſtill certain cloths, of a particular fabric, 
would be imported from England; and it 
would anſwer. better ſo to import than to 
make them, from the ſuperior profit at- 
tending other ſorts. - Upon the whole, that 
the fabrics of cloths, &c. eſtabliſhed, were 
in ſo flouriſhing a fituation, that there was | 
not a doubt of their ſupplying any demand 
we could gain for them; and that we con- 
ſeguently ought. to procure a demand, as 
eſſential to their increaſe and proſperity. 
Secondly, That the objection to the trade, 
on the ſcore, of occaſioning an impart of fo- 
reign commodities to rival our own, is an- 
ſumered at once, by aſking if ſuch importa- 
| |. tigns cannot be prohibited, or obſtructed by 
high duties? All the neighbours of Den- 
mark, might pour in manufactures or pro- 
ducts of ſome ſort or other, if permitted, to 
the ruin of our own, but prohibitions, or | 
duties, are the means taken to prevent it; 
and what has been already mentioned, 18. 
proof ſufficient, that the trade itſelf would | 
bar Sa: in conſequence of f them. e 
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Upon this argument, I think the Count 
had much the beſt ſide, and ſhewed, by his 
manner of handling it, that he had not only 
great abilities, but alſo a res. ee in 
the trade of the world. 55 
In a ſucceeding converſation, which I had 
with the Count, at which the Baron de 


Roſenburg was not preſent, he explained to 


me another ſcheme of trade, which had 
been laid before the miniſtry, in the late 
King's reign, and which was much approved 
by them, but which, for ſome reaſon or 
other that was never known, the King | 
would not come into; for when preſſed upon | 
this head more than once, his only anſwer 
| was, I do not approve it, let me hear no 
more of the matter; and this was the rea- 
ſon that no attempt was ever made. The 
plan was, to open a commerce with the 
great ſouthern unknown continent, called 
the Terra Auſtralis; a memorial was de- 
livered to the miniſter, pointing out the ad- 
vantages which would certainly acerue from 
carrying on a commerce with numerous na- 
tions, ſituated in the richeſt climates of the 
world; and who are unknown to the traffick of 
the world, and who would conſequently give 5 
their moſt valuable products for our com- 
modities of the leaſt worth; ſtating the pro- 
per means of making the requiſite diſcoveries 
| EE SS MG. 
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at the leaſt expence, and ſhewing that there 


was nothing chimerical in the plan, but 


that every part of it was of eaſy, execu- 


tion, the riſque little, the probable: advan- 
tage very great. But ſo it was, the King 


would not allow of its being attempted, 
though ſeveral of the members of the coun- 


cil of commerce, took upon them to anſwer 


any objections that might be ſtarted to it. 
This plan was, I think, that which bid 
faireſt, to throw Denmark upon a par with 


| other nations in commerce. The Engluh, 
Dutch, French, Spaniards, and Portugueze, 
have all ſuch extenſive colonies and ſettle- 


ments, that they have enough to improve 


and promote, without ſeeking for new diſ- 
coveries; this has been a general anſwer in 


thoſe countries to all propoſals of new ex- 
peditions; but however juſt it may be with 


them, it is by no means fo with us, who 
have been long much in want of divers ways 
of increaſing the trade and wealth of the 
kingdom; for it is for want of we 
gained by induſtry, that our natioal tevenues, 
notwithſtanding all our improvements, are 
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yet ſo ſmall in the eyes of the other king- 
doms of Europe, The opening. new diſ- 


ccveries, erecting a few forts, eſtabliſhing. 


beate Ing nen nations of Indians, 
wet 8 5 unknown f 
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unknown to Europeans, and the carrying 
on an extenſive commerce with them, would 
not only pour in a flood of wealth upon this 
kingdom, but, what is alſo of vaſt conſe- 
quence, keep numbers of ſtout ſhips and 
hardy ſeamen in conſtant employment; not 
the employment af ſhort trips from Norway 
to London or Amſterdam, but in long voy- 
ages, which train up and breed a ſpecies of 
mariners, infinitely valuable to any nation 
that pretends to the leaſt degree of naval 
| r Fhis: point is, I think, of ſuch im- 
e, that nothing can at any time be 
more featible than ſuch long voyages, and 
diſtant expeditions for the diſcovery of ſet- 
tlements, and planting of fertile and rich- 
countries; and ſuch expeditions: ought, as 
before obſerved, to be particularly un- 
dertaken by thoſe nations of inferior conſe- 
_ quence in trade, Who want ſpurs to animate 
them to great undertakings. 
And if I was nat fearful that the conver- 
ſation would be tedious to you, I ſhould 
more particularly inſiſt on the amazing dif- 
ference between this and the laſt century, 
and that preceding, in re-entering on diſ- 
tant expeditions for the diſcovery of un- 
known countries. It is aſtoniſhing to think 
of- wen a wald and adventurous ſpirit, as then 
| animated 
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animated fach numbers of men to en : 
takings, which would now be thought ehi- 
merical. The diſcovery of the continent of 
America was immediately followed by plant- 
ing, trading, and conquering, with innu- 
merable expeditions thither. But what 8 
difference is there between that age, and 
thoſe which have followed ! There is at pre- 
ent no douht of a Terra Auſtralis: a great 
part of it, in the richeſt climates in the world, 
has been acuratedly coaſted, and laid down 
in maps. Other vaſt diſcoveries have been 
made, at different times, in the South; Se = 
of lands, yet it is unknown whether they de: 
Hands. or a continent. Nothing is pur- 
ſued, no further notice: taken of the greateſt 
diſcoyeries, that could ever be made. Maps 
Have been made near two centuries of New 


SGuinea, New Holland, Carpentaria, and 


other tracks, part of the Terra Auſtralis, and 
yet the world has been fatisfied with ſeeing a 
broken partial line of coaſt minuted, with- 
out any prince having the curiofity of mak - 
ing further diſcoveries, to aſcertain the real 
truth concerning the people, manners, pro- 
ducts, &c. Never was there ſuch a contraſt 
as is to be found in this conduct from that 
of the great men, who, two hundred years 
ago, made the moſt glorious efforts with-. 
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out half ths proſpect of ſucceſs. Itis a moſt 
certain fact, that America contains not any 
product, which theſe unknown countries do 
not poſſeſs; in ſome, the latter are ſuperior, 
as for inſtance in ſpices. The beſt judg- 
ment to be formed of any country, 18 by 
the latitudes; indeed. it is a criterion that is, 
in general deciſive. Now the latitude of the: 
tracks already diſcovered to the South, are 
in the ſame latitude with all the richeſt eli- 
mates in the reſt of globe, extending to the 
line. Who therefore can doubt, but that 

all the products, for which the European 
nations have been ſo eager in their Ameri- 
can views, are to be found here? There, 
they are already engroſſed and monopolized 
by two or three powerful nations, the firſt 
| diſcoverers of them; but here, they are 
open to thoſe who will take the trouble to 
accept them. Colonies in America have been 
attended with infinite advantages to the Eng- 
lich and the French; indeed they proved the 
great ſupport and foundation of the former's 
power and opulence, and added infinitely - 
to thoſe of the latter; why therefore ſhould 
not other nations, not yet poſſeſſing the ſame 
advantages, endeavour to attain them by 
the ſame means? The only opportunity 
Jeff: in the world, lies in the Great Conti 
nent 


1 
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nent, or iſlands to the Southward; the na- 
vigator, who ſhall now attempt their diſco- 
very, has not the difficulties to encounter 
vrhich proved obſtacles to Columbus; he 


_ does not fail in purſuit only of an idea; on 
the contrary, he ſets forth under the com- 
pulete knowledge, that ſuch a country, as he 
ſeeks, really exiſts; and that he has no- 
thing to do, but to follow a route, already 
chalked out, to bring him to the countries 
ne wiſhes to viſit. If this plain fate of the 


cafe does not ſhew the expediency of the 
meaſure, I muſt' own myſelf utterly i igno- 
rant of all the eps ig of trade and navi- 
gation. A 
Theſe Wan che Count 8, 1 had not {the 
leaſt inclination to contradict, for I thought 


them, and do yet think them, perfectly 


found ; and they ſhew, that their author has 
well conſidered the whole ſubject; nor have 


I the leaſt doubt, but that Denmark, or any 
other country, would recap all the advantages 


here ſet forth, by attempting a full diſco- 


very of thoſe unknown regions, and of fix- 
ing a trade with them. But let me remark, 


that ſuch a nobleman's complaint of the 
want of that ſpirit of enterprize, which ſo 
much diſtinguiſhed the laſt age but one, 18 
rn my? in the world of the truth 
"of 
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of the tis. Every one now, who thinks 
of, or mentions ſuch an idea, immediately 
recurs to kings, miniſters, councils of 
trade, or companies; whereas the great 
things that were done in the fifteenth cen- 
tury, were all executed by private people, 
almoſt ſolely on their own ideas; and with 
ſuch ſlender means, that the ability. of this 
very nobleman. exceeds, I apprehend, the 
whole of what was executed by half a ſcore 
of the heroes of old. This was the true 
it of enterprize, which brought to light 
| rar amazing diſcoveries,” and which. occa- 
| fioned the moſt heroical conduct in almoſt 
every conimander employed. A ſhip of an 
hundred tons was, in that age, thought ſuf- 
ficient for an undertaking which would now 
require an army and a fleet, ſuch is the dif- 
ference between the genius that actuated 


| men then and now; and that all this diffe- 


rence lies only in the manners of the ages. 
is certainly known, by the real objects of ſuch 
| expeditions being the ſame now as then, 
only much leſs hazardous, from the im- 
 provements that have been made in the art 
of navigation, and from the examples and 
experience of ſo many cireumnavigators. The 
difficulties and dangers are therefore leſs, 
bus the vold ſpirit of * is wanting. 

which 
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which was alone ſufficient to level thoufands 5 


of difficulties, and (F095 wan ger that 


could il is [156 6] 


And as the eee with; this worthy = 


en 4" has brought me into theſe re- 
flections, I ſhall treſpaſs on the reader's pa- 
tience, in making another: The Count's 
remark, that theſe attempts of new diſcovery, 


not being deſirable to nations who have 
already colonies and ſettlements enough, I 


Ao, 


do not think is juſt. All experience tells 
us, that when-once/a nation ſets down con- 


tented, and ſays. to herſelf we have induſtry 
enough, we have colonies ſufficient, we 
want. no more trade, let us confine ourſelves 


to make the moſt of what we have already 
5 gained. Whenever a nation acts (or rather 
ceaſes to be active) on ſuch principles, we 


may ſafely venture to pronounce her decline 
at hand. It is impoſſible that induſtry and 
commerce ſhould. be ſtationary ; if it ceaſes 


to advance, it will go backward ;' activity, 


and motion, are the ſoul of its ſucceſs; 


trade never makes ſuch gigantic ſtrides as in 


the midſt of wars, enterprizes, and a N 
nual buſtle. The caſe of the Dutch is 
ſtriking inſtance of this; for the _—_— 


they were contented with their preſent poſ- 


d they began. 4 to decline ; 3 but their 
: Flay | | N 
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progreſs had been inceſſant from one ne hardy | 
enterprize to another. The Portugueze in 
India are another very ſtriking inſtance of 
this truth ; for after a great number of con- 
queſts ine, ſettlements eſtabliſhed, and 
colonies planted, thinking they had ex- 
tended themſelves ſufficiently, and poſſeſſed 
enough, they then gave over their perpe- 
tual enterpfizes, and a Iuxurious effemi- 
nacy preſently came upon them. Every 
one will allow they were right in thinking, 

that they had conquered and ſettled enou "4 
provided all chat candour and ſpirit, which 
had gained the Indies, had been exerted to 
improve them. But this was not the caſe, 
nor ever can be, for the ſpirit of adventure 
brings acquiſitions eternally, and the mo- 
ment you ceaſe to acquire, you begin to loſe; 
It being the general bent of human'nature, 
not to make great exertions when they are 
anneceflary. Might I not ſhew, that this 
is not peculiar to forming ſettlements of 
trade, but that it is the ſame in all the af- 
fairs of life. Great ſucceſs, in every walk, is 
gained by the bold enthuſiaſm which at- 
tends the activity of purſuit, but falls off 
when a ſeries of fortunate events have blunt- 
ed the edge of this activity, and brought on 
a ſlothful poſſeſſion. This is che caſe in 


272 TRAVELS Thioven 


17 


common l. in war, in politicks, i in com- 


merce. Empires floüiſh while they bold-= 


Iy go on from one conquelt to another; but 
decline inſtantly when they fix bounds, and 


a ſeek only the quiet. polſcſſion of what hey 
| have, got. It is the nature of man to lo 


his powers, and his faculties by reſt and in- 


- 0 activity; and on the contrary, "A; conſtant 
and harraſſing fatigue gives him the ability 


of undertaking and executing, what, in a 
ſtate of reſt, he would never have dreamed of | 


: being able to effect. It 18 upon the ſolid 
foundation of theſe reaſons, that I am an 


enemy to ſentiments. which I have often 
heard in England, concerning the, greatneſs 


of our colonies and commerce; that we 


have colonies enough, and more than we 


know what to do with; that commerce 


will be our ruin; that we ſhould. content 
ourſelves with leſs; 3 that moderation is in 
very thing a virtue. Theſe are moſt erro- 


neous doctrines, which can only ariſe from 


taking a very ſuperficial view of things. If 


the men, who ſtarted theſe ideas, and com- 


plain of the extent of our colonies, and the 
greatneſs of our commerce, had read the 
hiſtory of all colonies; and all the trade that 


has been carried on in the world, and had 


Redon what they read, OT would have 
| made 


made very different deductions. They would 
then have found, that the number of ſettle= 
ments are never burthenſome' in themſelves, 
but that all weakneſs muſt be looked for at 
home. When the Portugueſe ſpread thems 
ſelves; and built fortreſſes and cities in every 
corner of the Indies, they did not complain 
of the burthen of their ſettlements ;:but now 
they have, through a want of that ſpirit; 
made their acquiſitions neglected, aud 
loft nine tenths of them, they find the re» 
mainder ſuch a weight, as to debate he- 
ther they ſhould not abandon them: And if 
ever England falls into the ſame dcluſion} 


ſhe will feel the Page conſequences. Ale 


Jamaica, Barbadoes, and Antigua burthen - 
ſome to this nation? Is the poſſeſſion of Cas 
rolina, Georgia, Virginia, and Maryland, 
too much for her? Suppoſe ſhe gives up 
fome of them, will ſhe better preſerve and 
make the greater profit of the reſt ? She 
has found difficulties of many ſorts with her 
colonies, but it has been with thoſe which 
are ſituated in a climate like her own, and, 
of courſe, have rivalled her; this was a 

grand error in the firſt ſettling, but wife 
and active meaſures in de aß the 1 in- 


nee do much to r ge . 


ane * thr 5: 2 * - But 
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But do the poſſeſſion of all theſe colonies, 
and her ſettlements in the Eaſt Indies, pre- 
clude the benefit and propriety of planting 
others in all the diſtant regions of the world, 
not yet colonized ? None but men of nar- 
row views will reply in the affirmative ; all 
others will, on the contrary, aſſert, that we 
ought to take every meaſure to increaſe our 
fiettlements, and extend our commerce, upon 
the moſt eſſential principal of all, that if we 
do not go forward, our motion will, be re- 
3 trograde, as it is impoſſible in trade to ſtand 
ſtill. Our great riches, and important co- 
lonies, will naturally make many people ſay, 
is not this enough, for what ſhould we have 
more ? bur there is an inactivity in that eon- 
tent, which ruſts all the ſprings of enter- 
prize, which opens the door to ſloth, and 
which is much ſurer to deſtroy, than the 
moſt wild enthuſiaſm of attempting even 
impoſſibilities. Theſe are but general ideas; 
but if this was a proper opportunity of ex- 
Patiating more particularly upon objections, 
and giving them the faireſt play, it would 
be extremely eaſy to refute. them; and to 
| thew, that no extent of colony, no com- 
merce, however immenſe, ought in Eng- 
land to be eſteemed enough; but that an 
n ſhould ever be wy 85 up, and every 
5 e 
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incaſure followed, which promiſed faireſt 
for continuing the ſame conduct that raiſed 
the trade. But to return: 

Upon another occaſion, in which 1 had 
the honour of a converſation with the Count 
de Smikelane, 1 ventured to enquire into the 
' motives of their King's journey to England, 
where he was at this time; and the account 
he gave me is as follows. There had been 
Everal propoſitions made to the miniſter for 
further improvements in agriculture and 
manufactures, moſt of which were built on 
the reports of ſome perſons whom they had 
ſent, and on whoſe judgment they could re- 
ly, into England. They were more than 
once examined in the King's prefence, and 
this is ſuppoſed to have been the cauſe of his 
journey; for he ſoon after mentioned the 
ſcheme to M. d'Orlore, and ſaid, that utility 
and pleaſure might be very well intermixed 
in ſuch a plan. | However, it was ſoon after 
determined on, much againſt the inclina- 
tion of the miniſters. Certainly there may 

be ſeveral good conſequences reſult from the 

' journey. He has ſeveral people with him, 

who are very able to remark, in all the uſe= 

ful arts, what will be moſt ſuitable to Den- 

mark; and if his majeſty s attendants are 

careful to make the journey a leſſon to him 
„ 9 on 
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on the great importance of a high degree of 
cultivation; of flouriſhing manufaCtures z of 
an equal liberty, . ſpringing from a mild go- 
vernment; and of the happineſs of the 2 
wer claſſes of a nation, there is no doubt, 
but Denmark will be the better for the jour- 
ney; but if he hurries from place to place 
without minutely attending to any thing; 
and if the plan, which had its origin in utili- 
ty, ends only in a ſcheme of pleaſure, it 
cannot but be attended with pernicious con- 
ſequences, for it will, in the firſt place, be 
very expenſive; and in the ſecond, it will 
introduce into his court many luxurious me- 
thods of expence, of which he would other- 
wiſe have remained in ignorance. But how 
it will turn out, we ſhall by and by ſee. 
During my. ſtay at Copenhagen, which 
was about three weeks, I had the uncom- 
mon. ſatisfaction of being much with this 
excellent nobleman, and of converſing with 
him upon various ſubjects relative to the 
preſent ſtate of Denmark; and in all of 
them I found bim a man of very ſuperior 
| knowledge. and ideas. I gained abundance 
of good information from him, which pro- 
ved not. 2 little entertaining to me, and I 
hope, not leſs AE to the reader. 3 


3 
8. 


Before 
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Before I conclude what I have to ſay on 
this kingdom, and its inhabitants, I muſt 
beg leave to remark, that moſt of the perſons 

with whom I converſed concerning them, 
generally quoted Mr. Moleſworth, whoſe, 
book has been tranſcribed over and over 
again by every author that has written any 
thing concerning Denmark; but almoſt 
every circumſtance to be gathered from that 
writer, is changed eſſentially fince his time ; 
inſomuch, that although his book is a very 
able performance, yet it is little more than 
an old almanack for turning to, to gain in- 
formation of the preſent times; for I do 
not apprehend, there is a kingdom in Eu- 
rope in which greater changes have deen 
made. The reader is therefore deſired not 
to wonder. at the accourits I have given, and 
am about to give, being in many particu- 
lars directly contrary to the afſcrtions . 
by; that gentleman. 
From all the opportunities I have had of | 
ſeeing and converſing with the Danes, which 
I have done with all ranks, they appear to 
be a brave, courteous, and humane people. 
The ſuperior claſſes are of an high ſpirit, 
and have as much vivacity in them as any 
people in Europe, the French alone except 


. ; FER are ſhewy and fond of : magni» | 
8 pe | hicence, 
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ficence, and live in a mean between the Eng- 
liſh and the Germans, more ſumptuous 
than the latter, but not with ſuch a gene- 
ral conſiſtency as the former; but I ſpeax 
here of their nobility only. In their dreſs, 
the French faſhions are principally follow- 
ed, - and the language of that nation is alſo 
univerſal among them. In their houſes, 
they are expenſive not only in the architec- 
ture, but alſo in the furniture, exceeding 
in this reſpect the Germans, but not equal- 
ling the Engliſh ; who, I. take it, furniſh 
their houſes in general far better than any 
nation in the world. At their tables, they 
reſemble the Germans moſt for cookery, 
but do not ſet. ſo long at their meals. In 
Germany, four courſes and a deſert will 
hold, upon a moderate computation, four 
hours and an half, which in England is diſ- 
patched in one; has the Danes are between 
the two, ſeldom riſing however under the 
two hours. Some of the nobility are very 
expenſive in French cooks, but it is not ge- 
neral. In their wines, they are particularly 
curious; nor do I in any country remember 
taſting a greater variety, or better of the ſort. 
Their tables are admirably. well ſerved with 
fiſh, particularly of freſh. water ; and the ſea 
eh e is in * abundance, though nor of 
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the beſt forts. Wild fowl they abound great- 
ly in, and have a greater variety than we in 
England. Their veniſon is excellent; but 
their butcher's meat is not, on the whole, to 
be compared to that of the Enghſh. All the 
rich nobility have hot houſes, and hot walls, 
fronted with glaſs, in their gardens; yet for 
Want of a complete knowledge in the ma- 
nagement of the plants, their fruit in gene- 
ral is bad. In other ſorts of proviſions, they 
are upon a par with their neighbours ; and 
their importations of various eatables of lux- 
ury have much irfcreaſed of late years. 

If an account is taken in all theſe parti- 
culars of the next claſs of the people, the 
gentry, there will appear a vaſtly greater dif- 
ference between them and the ſame rank 
in England, than between the Daniſh and 
the Engliſh nobility. They are not fo com- 
fortable in their circumſtances, ſcarce any 
of them are the maſters of ſuch eſtates as to 
carry them almoſt to a par with the nobles 
which is ſo. common in our country. Con- 
fidering that a great part of the nobility 
make a very handſome figure, the gentry . 

do not proportionally equally them. 
Ihe lower claſſes are not comparable to 
ours, in eaſe and happineſs; but they are 
by no means in that ſtate of abſolute ſla- 
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very they were. in Mr. Moleſworth's time. 
Several edits and regulations have been 
publiſhed by the crown for reſtraining the 
antient villainage; ; and a great number of 
ceaſes ſpecified, in which they gain their free- 
dom and as to the lower inhabitants of 
towns and cities, they have the ſame free- 
dom as iñ other abſolute countries. 
Reſpecting the perſons and manners of 
the lower claſſes, they are generally as well 
made. and as ſtout as the Germans; ; they 
make good ſoldiers, and with any gentle 
uſage, are very docile and tractable. Their 
manners have nothing of diſguſting bruta - 
lity in them; they are in the villages, igno- 
rant and clowniſh; but I have travelled 
through ſeveral countries, where the poor 
People are much more contemptible. With 
proper inſtruction, I believe there are none 
in Europe, would make better huſbandmen 
and farmers ; for all the peaſants, whether 
free or not, are little farmers; and many of 
them manage their ſmall ſpots of ground in 
ſuch a manner, that there can be ho doubt, 
but under more favourable circumſtances, 
they would equal their neighbours in every 
thing belonging to the culture of the earth. 
The Daniſh army finds employment for 
many FOUnS men of ſmall pr tune, who 
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ſerye in order to gain a genteel maintenance; 
and the employments about the court, of 


the lower ſort, provide for others; ſome ap- 


ly themſelves to trade voluntarily, in order 
to raiſe fortunes, and freely embark for the 


Eaſt and the Weſt Indies, and in che pro- 


ſecution of theſe purſuits, they are remark- 


ably diligent and indefatigable; and very | 


many of ſuch as ſeek their fortunes abroad, 
return home with very good ones, eſpecially 
| fince the late encouragement that has been 
given to commerce; for during theſe latter 


reign 87 there has been a regular attention to 


every thing that could promote the intereſts 
of trade; and no acts of injuſtice or oppreſ- 


ſion, againſt thoſe who have bettered their 


circumſtances by any kind of induſtry, have 
been known in the e and in any 
of the great men. 

In their ne ehe Daties: follow the 
| falbions of the French and Engliſh ;- cards 
make a greater progrels than formerly, and 
the wiyes of the nobility, and of ſuch other 


claſſes as can afford it, have at Copenhagen 


their aſſemblies almoſt as regularly as any 


at London. The men are great cheſs play- 
ers; it is a game they are very fond of, and 
- which is more commonly introduced at their 
viſns than i in England; Nane and nnn 
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are alſo common at Copenhagen. The thea- 
tre is French, though they have lately eſta - 
bliſhed a Daniſh one, where pieces tranſla- 
ted from the Engliſh and French are indif- 
ferently - performed ; attempts have been 
made for an Italian opera, 9 with no ſue- 
cn e | 
Learning of all kinds is but at a Jo eb; ; 
to ſay the truth, the encouragement, whick 
has” flowed amply from the crown, during 
the two laſt reigns, has been almoſt exclu- 
ſively in favour of objects of utility. Trade, 
manufactures, and agriculture, have been 
much moere attended to than the cultiva- 
tion of literature and the ſciences ; though 
an academy was founded, but it has not 

been very productive. The laws of Den- 
mark are very famous for their brevity and 


ee xcellence, ſo that Mr. Molefworth thought 


them almoſt the only object worthy of at- 
tention in this kingdom. I made many en- 
quires on this head, and am convinced, from 
the information J received on very good au- 
thority, that the only excellence they con- 
tain, is that of freeing the ſubject from long 
and expenſive ſuits ; but then it is no more 
than fair on the other hand to obſerve, that 
their brevity leaves ſo much in the breaſt of 
the judge, that he is little more than a de- 
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legate of deſpotiſm. I cannot by any means 
agree with the abovementioned gentleman, 
that this brevity, with ſuch an attendant 


eircumſtance, is at all enviable. The throne _. 


of Denmark has, of late years, been filled 
with three or four very able princes, who 
have ſhewn, in every department of the ſtate, 
ſuch a ſpirited conduct, with. ſo much atten- 
tion to the welfare of their ſubjects, that I 
have no doubt, but the laws have been well 
and impartially executed; and while ſuch a 
tight hand is held over all orders of the peo- 
ple in power, of whatſoeyer kind, I can Ca 
fily conceive. many bleſfſings to flow from 
. theſe ſhort laws; but what would they be 
under a weak or. a wicked Prince, or even 
under a negligent one? Is it not ſufficiently 
plain, that the weakeſt would, in every in- 
| Nance, go to the wall; and that the power, 
which neceſſarily reſts in the judge, would, 
in very many inſtances, be flagrantly abuſed ? 
The evils which flow from the voluminouſ- 
neſs of our laws, are certainly many and 
very great, but they vaniſh from one's ideas 
when compared with the miſeries that muſt 
reſult from the Daniſh ſyſtem ; which ne- 
5 vertheſs is very well adapted for an abſolute 


monar chy, but N inconſiſtent with real 
. 
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In the fine arts, the Danes are no pro- 
Fre ; I will not attribute this wholly 
to climate, though there is certainly much 
in that cauſe, but they have not encourage- 
ment enough to make any progreſs; the 

kingdom is too poor to yield a market even 
to great portrait painters; 5 nothing can ever 
carry the fine, which, in fact, are the luxu- 
rious arts, to any degree of height, but a pe- 
riod full of wealth; in which luxury abounds 
to an high degree, and wherein the artiſts 
may find plenty of employment from the great 
and rich, and be at the ſame time very well 
paid for it. The only art that makes any 
decent figure at Copenhagen, is muſic, 
which flouriſhes pretty much at their con- 
certs; I have heard ſeveral very capital Ger- 
man and Italian performers there, wha met 


mith pretty good encouragement. 


Copenhagen principally either from 
che reſidence of the court: this is much 


tte moſt brilliant object in Denmark, by 


the. accounts they gave me, for I had' no 
opportunity. of viewing it myſelf, There 
are many great officers of ſtate, with con- 
fderable appointments; theſe, with the 
numerous inferior ones, and the guards, 
miſt, render _ town rech gay. The 
| | bini 


* 


b * M 11 A R k. 281 


Danith army is kept in very good order, 
and well diſciplined; the men are picked. 
and their cloathing is in general very neat. 
I before mentioned, that they are not all 
embodied at a time, but they could dra 
together, at no long notice, about . 40,000 
men, with a fine train of artillery, and all 
ſtores proportioned. This renders the King 
a reſpectable monarch, in the military light, 
among the powers of the North; and has 
certainly been one reaſon for the long peace, 
in which two or three very wife Kings 
have kept their dominions. Denmark has 
nothing to fear from. any of its neighbours, 
except Ruſſia, with whom ſhe cannot com- 
| pare in force; and the diſputes that have 
long ſubſiſted between the erown of Den- 
mark and the Duke of Holſtein, would have 
brought her into no little trouble, "had 
Ruſſia interfered, and called upon her for 
an immediate ſettlement of them: whether 
' this is likely to happen, cannot be aſcer- 
tained ; but certainly, the fituation will re- 
main very diſagreeable and precarious, un- 
till it is compleatly decided. As the geo- 
vernment of Sweden is now modelled, Den- 
mark is an over- match for her. But in any 
quarrel with the powers of the Baltick; 
Denmark would find her tleet of the greateſt 
5 | ule, 
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uſe, in 8 her from the reſentment 
of Ruſſia, for the navy of this kingdom 
is much ſuperior to that of the Ruſſian 
empire in every particular; in number and 
goodneſs of the ſhips, in artillery, order, 
ſeamen, magazines, &c. and the harbour of 
Copenhagen is beyond compariſon better 
than that of Peterſburgh, or any other port 
belonging to the Ruſſians on the Baltick ; 
ſo that it would be no eaſy matter for that 
empire, with all her ſtrength, to bring it 
to bear on Denmark; nothing could effect 
it but making herſelf ſuperior at ſea; and 
the harbour and docks, &c. at Peterſburgh, 
are not at all calculated for that end; and 
I am inclined to believe, from the informa- 
tion I have received, that the crown of 
Denmark is much better able to increaſe its 
navy than Ruſſia, and is in poſſeſſion of 
ten times the hardy, ready-bred ſeamen, fo 
that-an attentive. care to keep himſelf maſter 
upon the Baltick ſea, will ſecure the King 


_ "againſt any attempts from Ruſſia, much 


better than any other means. By land, he 
is very ſecure, for no Ruffian army © can . | 
at him. N 7 
The revenues of . W been in- 
5 creaſing gradually for fifty years; but the 
| two laſt n at the ſame time that they 

| | dick 


D RE N M A R K. r 


did many great things for the good of their 
ſubjects, and the ornament of their kingdom, 
and even aboliſhed ſome taxes, that were the 
moſt burthenſome, greatly improved the roy- 
al income. Mr. Moleſworth computed them 
at ſix hundred and forty thouſand pounds 
year; but they are now, upon the beſt 
computation I could procure, near one mil- 
lion two hundred thouſand: pounds; and in 
ſome years much exceed that ſum. This ap- 
pears no great matter in England, but in 
Denmark it is an immenſe ſum, from the 
great cheapneſs of every commodity the 
the crown can want to buy at home. His 
army, if ſubſidies be reckoned, and the 
great numbers to whom he finds nothing 
but arms, coſts him nothing, though there 
have been ſome years in which Denmark 
has been without any treaties of ſubſidy. 
His navy is maintained at a very eaſy rate, 
the number in conſtant pay, in times of 
profound peace, is not conſiderable; the 
reſt are retained by a month's pay in the 
year, to be ready at a call, and which they 
find a moſt excellent way; ſo that the ex- 
pence of the navy is little more than the 
building and rebuilding ſhips, and filling the 
ſtores and magazines: an army and navy 
mooſe Karbe is not to be kept for nothing, 


or 
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or for a trifle, * All I mean by theſe obſerva= 
tions is, that they coſt the King of Den- 
mark incomparably leſs than the uſual fam 
allotted in other countries for thoſe ſervices z 
which makes his revenue, which, at firſt 
fight, appeared but ſmall, to be in reality 
very conſiderable: it is well known that 
the two laſt-Kings ſaved conſiderable ſums 
out of it, and one of them cleared off all the 
debts of the crown beſides. Such a eiteum- 
ſtance is eſſential in the hiſtory of the pre- 

ſent ſtate of a country; for it ſhews in what 
manner its affairs are conducted, and how 
well its revenue is able to anſwer all the calls 
of the ſtate; which is, upon the whole, a 
great proof that the country is flouriſhing 3 
and perhaps it is one that is not at all equi- 
vocal; for I am doubtful, whether great 
national debts, when they incteaſe to an 
enormous amount, do not bring as much 
miſchief with them, as they did ele to 


_. the ſtate in contracting the. 


It is alſo to be obſerved here; that the 
| Increaſe of the royal 'revenue of Denmark, 
has been almoſt ſolely owing to a general 


e in the riches and welfare of 


the nation, and not, in a fingle inſtance, 
to the addition of taxes. The increaſe of 
WW the eſtabliſhment * manufactures, 

| x and 
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and the improvement of lands, have all 
added to the general income of the people, and 
increaſed the numberof the people themſelves; 
and where taxes are at all general, as they 
are in-Denmark, and indeed in moſt of-the 
countries of Europe, all increaſe of income 
immediately makes taxes more productive; 


| becauſe the ſame taxes produce more in pro- 


Portion, as the wealth of the people increaſes, 
and as they, conſequently, can afford to make 
amore free uſe of the things and commodities | 
that are taxed. - From hence it follows, that 
Denmark is not to be ſuppoſed. poor, in 
proportion to the increaſe of the King's re- 
venues, but, on the- contrary, rich; and. 
while taxes continue without increaſe or 
alteration, the product of them marks very 
exactly the general increaſe or decreaſe of 
the national ſtack and revenue; which is a 


circumſtance that ſhould never be loſt ſight . 


of, by thoſe who take any dub in, con- 
ſidering the ſtate of Denmark. . 
I may from theſe eee - which, are 
collected from ſuch information as I had 55 
very good reaſon to truſt to, venture to 
draw this general deduction, that the ſtate 
of this kingdom is flouriſhing, being in 
every eircumſtance on the improvement. 
The people increaſe; they are richer; the ö 
revenues of the crown is more than doubled, 
o without 
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without the addition of freſh taxes; nu- 
merous manufactures are eſtabliſhed „ much 
commerce acquired and encouraged; and, in 
general, the people are in a far better ſtate 
and condition than ſome years ago. Theſe 
facts are of importance to be known; for 
_ every man, who wiſhes to be well acquainted 
with the tranſactions and preſent ſtate of the i}. 
| world, ought to know how theſe circum- 
= - _ - ſtances. vary, particularly in the ſeveral. 
= _ - kingdoms of Europe, which, it is extremely 
wp plain, cannot be learnt from books, written 
many years ago: all the affairs of a king- 
dom are liable to change. very much, and 
it is only from freſh intelligence therefore 
that a juſt idea can be carried on. Nor 
ſhould the inhabitants of Britain, of France, 
| odr of any other great kingdom or empire, 
+» moſt intereſted on the theatre of Europe, 
| | .negle& the affairs of their ſmaller neigh- 
bours. The greateſt empires riſe from 
ſſmall beginnings, and the moſt trifling 
kingdoms ſometimes meet with opportu- 
nities for appearing with diſtinguiſhed eclat 
in the affairs of the world. Denmark is no 
trifling kingdom; though not conſiderable, 
when compared with ſome others in Europe. 
It is for theſe reaſons, that I have dwelt the 
longer on many particulars concerning it, 


* 
— 


DENMARK a 
in which the reader cannot gain any juſt in- 
telligence from former books ; for old ones 


are no longer true, and modern travellers 


have, in general, lighted all the North. 

Having finiſhed my enquiries at Copen- 
hagen, I took my paſſage for London, in 
the Anna-Maria, a large ſhip bound for 
that port, in which I was accommodated 
with the total uſe of an agreeable cabbin; 
and having laid in plenty of freſh proviſions 
for my voyage, made ax very good one, 
bringing over with me, in the ſame ſhip, 
my new poſtillion, as well as the ſervant I 
had carried from England: the former was 
much pleaſed with the idea of ſecing that 
country. The climate of Sweden is too 
cold for winter travelling, I deſigned to 
ſtay therefore at London till May, and 
then to return, and begin my travels through | 
_ 2 5 | 
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F Roturiiet froth uten to e 
2 in May 1769, landing at that city the 

24th; I waited the following day on M. le 
Count Smikelane, andafterwads called on the 
Baron de Roſenburg, but the latter was ab- 

ſent at his eſtate at Funen ; the Count gave 
me a letter of recommendation to the Baron 
Milſter at Stockholm. ! fet off for Elſineur 
the 26th, and not getting out ſo early in 
- the morning as I might have done, loſt my 
paſſage for that day, and was forced to taxe 

my night's lodging at a miſerable inn. El- 
ſineur is a ſmall town, and very poorly 

built; yur Re remarkable for rin the 
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„ 
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place where the Danes oblige ſhips to ſtop, 
in order to make them pay toll for paſ- 
ſing the Sound. Near the town is the caſtle 
of Cronenburg, the cannon. of which are 
- ſuppoſed, .. though very falfely, to command 
the road; for many are the ſhips that have 
bid defiance to > the wa and e it bow 
| end 1 
I T ſhould remark, that having” ud my 
old chaiſe at Copenhagen, upon embarking 
laſt year for London, I intended to pur- 
chaſe another at that place, for equipping 
me on my Swediſh expedition; but my 
friend the Count, adviſed me to truſt to 
the chance of the road till I reached 
Gottenburg, where I ſhould be able to pur- 


cChaſe another, much better adapted to the 
roads of Sweden, which are very ſtoney and 


mountainous; and this advice I followed, 


| N ; inſtead 5 ſupplying 8 850 again at en | 
£1: 4- hagen. Ra 


The aptly I: croſſed. the bags and 


bs 1 landed at Elfinburg, a town in the Swediſh 


province of Schonen, which is tolerably well 


fortiſied; the caſtle is a handſome edifice, 


but 1 do not take it to be very ſtrong. 
From Elſinburg I hired horſes to Laholm, 
which is twenty-four miles diſtance ; and 


for my baggage I hired a cart, called here a 


waggon. : 
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waggon. This journey I performed very | 
well by night; it lies through a country 


that is in general flat, of a rich foil, and well 


cultivated ; I think better than moſt parts in 


Denmark. The people are evidently in a 
very happy and contented. fituation, and I 


take it, they are more independent, and 
more at their eaſe, than the Danes, from 


the plain ſpirit of liberty, which actuates 
them in their attention, or rather want of 
attention to ſtrangers; for you do not meet 


with the ſame civilities here, as on the other 


jide of the water: I do not mean eſſential 
_ attentions, but thoſe little marks of obliging- 


neſs, which every foreigner looks for in 


_ - yain in England, where every boor he 
meets with thinks himſelf as good as a 


French Duke, Wherever I meet with this, 


I conclude at once, that I am in a very free 


country. The peaſants were ploughing 


their lands, which are all open fields, with 
- oxen, two or three in a plough; and it 


went, 1 thought, as deep as I have ſeen four 
horſes in England, which ſtruck me very 
much ; they ſeem here to . N good huſ- 


| bandmen, 


Upon chis ict mention of the huſbandry 
in ene m me e * during my 


* 


reſi- | 
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meien London laſt winter, I laid my 
defign of a journey through Sweden, the. 
enfuing TEIN) before my friend Mr. 
Y- , informing him that I had paſſed 
8 through Holland, Flanders, part of :Ger- 
| many, and all Denmark; that I had made 
minutes of the events of my journey, and 
the obſervations that had appeared moſt im- 
portant to me; theſe I begged of him to 
look over; he approved much of my defign; 
| 14 and 1 requeſted him to point out thoſe en- 
A4aurries in agriculture, which would moſt. 
| robably turn to account, and give me the 
5 belt information to be gained in my Jour- 
ney through Sweden, Muſcovy, and Poland. 
That gentleman granted my requeſt in the 
| moſt obliging manner that was poſſible; 
Aland among other articles of enquiry, gave 
i a paper of the following as important: 
21 1 ſubmitted entirely to his knowledge and 
| judgment, in this matter, being myſelf ig- 
norant of the practice of agriculture, and 
obliged to repeated enquiries 3 4 the little 1 
Enqwledge IF 
Fake notice of the ſoil, particutarly as 
to the grand diſtinctions of clay, ſand, and 
rocky; of chalk, ol b believe they have none 
in Sweden. by : 
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” 70 „The crops they cultivate deſerve no- 
tice, and the ſucceſſion 3 in n chen. 00k 
them 5 
ehe product i is ee, x conſequence 
to know. | 
The ſort and 8 of manures 
ſhould be attended to. 
„ The winter food of 3 0 in ae 
cold climate, is ok mu wa to 
. 12 
I need not mention the 8 ſtate of 
9 reſpecting the number of hands, 
cattle, and products, proportioned to the 
given quantities of land; this muſt cer- 
tainly ſtrike you, as an eſſential object of 
enquiry; but you will not often be MING to 
gain the intelligence you wiſh in it.“ „ 
was glad to find, that my lend had 
pointed out feveral enquiries that I had 
made the preceding year in Flanders, Ger- 
many, and Denmark; had [ been fortunate 
enough to have made the practice of this 
uſeful ſcience earlier my ſtudy, I ſhould 
have been able to have given much more 
valuable and diſtin& accounts; but never- 
theleſs, the enquiries which a perſon, ig- 
norant as J am, in paſſing through a coun- 
try which has ſcarcely ever been travelled, 
except on buſineſs, muſt have ſome uſe in 
5 . them 3 3 
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them; and accordingly I ſhall not fail 
to make memorandums of the objects, which 
appear moft ſtriking to me, and which 
my ingenious | friend's meniorendyrs: own 


"on * I * 


Laholm has nothing in it worthy. af the 


3 leaſt notice: the next morning, viz. the 


23th, JI took horſes to Helmſtadt, at the 
diſtance of twelve miles, ſtill continuing 
in a level country, which appeared very 
fruuful; all the country was in motion, 
_ tillage was every where going on for barley 
and oats, &c. Helmſtadt is a part tawn, 
where there ſeems to be ſome trade by the 
ſhipping I ſaw in the harbour; but it is 
not a conſiderable. place. From hence I 
reached Ragelin by dinner, the diſtance of 
ſix and twenty miles, through a country 


N | fimilar to the preceding; it is near a coaſt, 
| | but there are ſome higher grounds, which 
are principally ſand banks, and which they 


plough and ſow with various ſorts of gr ain: 


there are likewiſe ſome marſhes of vaſt ex- 


tent, which, I was informed, were applied 
to fattening oxen, which are brought from 
the breeding country of the mountains, and 
having lived in general hardily, they fatten. 
very quickly in theſe marſhes; from the 
N beſt A 1 could get, I found. that. 


er 3 | 


— 
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they turned the beaſts into them about the 


beginning of June, and they were generally 
fat by the end of Auguſt: an ox, that, 


by my gueſs would weigh forty ſtone Eng- 
liſh weight, 1 4b. to the ſtone, requires 


as much marſh as amounts to the portion 
of two Engliſh acres to fatten him ; but 


then there will be a little food afterwards 


for the farmers cows. The Swediſh far- 


mers hire them at about twelve ſhillings 


_ Engliſh an acre, and reckon them more 


profitable than their arable lands. 
It is twelve miles from Ragelin to Got- 


 tenburg, which I rode in the afternoon, 


but my baggage was not to arrive till the 
next day as night. In this journey, which 
I have taken to Gottenburg, I have reaſon 
to praiſe the punctuality, civility, and clean- 


lineſs, of the Swediſh: innkeepers. I have. 


not received, in any inſtance, the leaſt rea- 


ſon. for complaint; they are very expeditious 


in getting ready poſt-horſes, 2 poſtillions, 


vho are never ſaucy or diſobliging, although 


they live in a free country; for in ſuch reſ- 
pects, I have generally found it moſt agree 

able travelling in kingdoms under an arbi- 
traty government : our own. country, ho- W- 


ever, is another exception, for in the world, i 
there is not ſuch e to travel in; and | 


a. 


x od 
* 
PS 
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beſides, | the infinite ſuperiority of our roads 
to thoſe of any other country, makes it, 


beyond all compariſon, more delightful ; 
from the little I have as yet ſeen of the 


roads in Sweden, I. doubt I ſhall not have 
much reaſon to praiſe them, they ſeem 
0 have ſcarcely any repairs. * 


{ Gottenburg is a very conſiderable ſea port 


| an, and from its ſituation much exceeds 


* 


any other in Sweden for trade; yet there' is 
not ſo much commerce carried on here as 


at Stockholm; formerly Nordkopping ex- 


ceeded it, but the eſtabliſhment of the Swe- 
diſh Eaſt India company. here has been of 


very great advantage to it, by bringing 


much other trade; ſo that now it is the ſe- 
cond port in Sweden. They have here 
large magazines and warehouſes, with an 


exceeding good dock for building, repatring, 


and careening their ſhips. © There are alſo at 
Gottenburg ſeveral tolerable churches; and 


among other buildings, the arſenal and the 


town-houſe are pretty conſiderable. The 


commerce of this place is very thriving, and 


the number of ſhips belonging to it have, 

for theſe twenty years laſt paſt, 'bee 
upon the increaſe. Indeed, trade ſeems to 

be getting much more amongſt theſe north- 


much 


ern nations "than Tormenty:” At . 


burg, 1 1 a Swediſh. chaiſe. and a a 
pair of horſes ; ; they told me, I ſhould find 
four neceſſary, but. I thought J might as 


well truſt to poſt ones for a pair, for the 


ſake of having a guide in the poſtillion. The 
30th, in the morn, I ſet off and breakfaſted 
at Bahus, about eight miles diſtance, which 
is ſituated on an iſland in a river; it is a ro- 
mantic place, and pretty fortified well for 


Sweden, which does not abound with very: 


regular fortifications. 


From Bahus I expected to 5 1 Lidhop- 
ping by night, but was diſappointed; they 
told me, the diſtance was only ſeven and 


thirty miles, but, inſtead of which, it is more 


than fifty; I Was therefore forced to ſet up 


my bed at a village twenty miles ſhort, 
where I met with very civil, decent people; 


but the landlord's chief dependance was on. 


his huſbandry, for he was a pretty conſider- 5 


able farmer: his houſe ſtands on a riſing 


ground, commanding a good view of lake 


Wener, which is a vaſt water, above four- 


* 


ſcore miles long, and in ſome places near 


forty broad. He ſhewed me from his door 


all his farm, which is to be ſeen very diſ- 
tinctly on the ſide of his hill; with 95: 


difficulty, and with the help of my inter- 


Peter, I made a near gend at the meaſure 
ä of © 
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of it, and judge his farm about one hun- 
dred acres Engliſh, and for' which he pays 

a rent of twoand twenty pounds. He gene- 
rally has twelve acres of wheat, and thrice 
as many of oats, with twenty of the Swediſh 
turnip, which 1s a very large, hardy plant, 
that grows under ground like a turnip, with 
broad ſpreading leaves from it, of the co- 
Tour of cabbage leaves; this plant, my land- 
lord informed me, never was hurt by the 
ſharpeſt ſeverity of their winters, and they 
depended on it principally for the winter 


fſiuſtenance of the cattle. I further found, 


that one acre of it was ſufficient to carry 
three head of cattle through the winter, 
with the aſſiſtance of ſome ſtraw and hay, 


F it the crop was very good; but if only mo- 


derate, not more than two head, and that 


many acres would not ſerve mote than one. 
That they made their land very fine, to re- 
cC.eive the ſeed, and generally dunged it well; 
if the ſeed comes up too thick, they thin the 


Plants; ; but if it comes up regular, and as 
it ſhould, they then leave it. I aſked if 
they beſtowed no culture in hoeing or clean- 
ing, while the crop was growing; he ſaid 
only weeding by hand. They reckon the 
culture of it a good preparation for oats, of 
pg they _ fine TIT and, as well as I 
. could 


and half from an Engliſh acre. Wheat 
they have only attempted to cultivate of late 
years, but have had much better ſucceſs than 

they had expected. He told me, all their 


fa mers now had every 7 ear a field of wheat, | 


8 their lands were not of a very infe- 
rior ſort: the crops generally yield about: 


two quarters. an acre, ſeldom more. The 
ſoil. here is various, but in general, the fields 


they plough, are of a reddiſh loam on clay 
or flints, and in ploughing carries a good 
countenance. Their favourite ſoil is a ſort 
of reddiſh loam; when about eight inches 
| deep, on a regular bed of rock, then they. 
 fay they are ſure of getting corn enough; * 


hut what this is owing to, I cannot conjec- 
ture. In reſpect to their cattle, they have 
ſmall oxen and cows, but the latter yield 
well in milk, and they reckon them the 
moſt profitable anima they kcep; there are 


ſome ſheep here, but not in great numbers z: 
they do not think them advantageous, un- 
| les they have à very large range for them to 
Wander about; their herds are fed in ſum- 
mer in meadows, which are generally the 
bottom . es 8 a: and ES. 


he it 1), 975 „ 
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could 3 out, about three quarters and 
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The 3rt;þ reached Lidkopping by break ⸗ 
faſt ; the road was very bad, but this ugly 
circumſtance was made amends for by the 
amazing fine views I commanded, moſt part. 
of the way, of Lake Wener; this country is, 
in general, beautifully romantic; the hills 
are not awfully great, and the vales are nu- 
merous, ſo that the whole 18 well diverſified. 
From Lidkopping to Marieſtadt, is about 
twenty miles, which I reached ſo late in the | 
afternoon that I could not venture further 
that night. This line of country is yet 
more beautiful than the former, for the lake 
* itſelf all the way, till yau can ſcarcely 
ſee the oppoſite ſhore; and at Marieſtadt, 
there is one way in which nothing can be 
fiſcerned. with the naked eye but ſky and 
water. The creeks and prothontories alſo, 

which break the ſhore. of the lake in this 
Une, make it remarkably ſtriking. In the. 
= evening I repeated my eriquiries, upon the 
ſobject of their huſpandry, and I found, 
rhat in the neighbourhood of Marieſtadt were 
ſeveral gentlemens ſeats, | who cultivated | 
conſiderable. tracks of land themſelves, and 
that ſome of them had to the amount of 
| fix hundred-agres; that they did it by means 
. of bailiffs, and paid the peaſants for all the 
Work: cn what wal performed. hy. ſer- 


yants, 


* 
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'vants kept in their houſes: Muck wheat 
is cultivated here, but all is ſown in the 
ſpring, if it may bg ſo called, for ſumner 
ſucceeds the winter ſo quickly, that their 
ſpring is of very ſhort duration; they arg 
equally fond of the Swediſh turnip here as 
their neighbours with whom I lodged laſt 
night; but the account is ſomething diffe- 
rent, for they allot an'acre of it to every 
head of cattle they winter, but which feeds 
their hogs beſides, Swine is a principal ar- 
ticle with them, they make a great profit 
by keeping large herds in the low grounds 
on the banks of the lake, where they get 
wild roots in ſuch abundance, that great 
numbers are maintained on them, without 
any coſt to their owners. The erop of oats 
here is generally about three quarters and 
an half per acre; wheat, in general, not more 
than two; but ſome lands have been 
known to yield four; they know not of any 
other huſhandry here, than fallowing * 
that . 
lune the firſt, 1 ſet out for Ruſeos, af 
| thirty miles diſtance, but from the rated 
of the roads did not get there before night. 
The country is much the ſame as what Þ 
had paſſed ; they were manuring; many fields 
in it Foul N with 3 Ca which 
X 2 : are 
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are an article of culture that increaſes much 


among them; ſome farmers; with whom 1 
converſed, informed me, that they enabled 
them to keep large ſtocks. of cattle in win 
ter, which they fed in the ſummer on the 
marſhes; a ſyſtem which is more profita- 


ble, they aſſert, than any other; keeping 
155 great numbers of cattle, they think, is much 
more advantageous than growing corn; 


which I did not comprehend clearly, as grain 


ſells well among them; but they explained 


8 by ſaying, that without the 
afſiſtance of their cattle in raiſing dung, they 
ſhould be able to grow but very poor crops 


of corn ; that their ſoil Was not ſo rich as 


in ſome provinces, where they could get 
wheat upon land that had never been dung- 


ed. Their ſpeaking of dunging reminded 


me of enquiring after their manures; and I 


found their favourite one is wood aſhes, of 


which they lay great quantities on heaps, 
mixing it very often with earth. Wood is 


ſo very plentiful among them, that it is of 
very {mall value; and their vi þ of reducing 


| wood land to corn land, is, to agree with! 
their landlord for ſuch a quantity of waſte 


wood land; then they cut it down, and grub 


up all the roots, and reduce every thing to 


e of Wk uy oo fo vaſt a quantity, 


a 
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© that one acre will yield eneugh to manure 


not only itſelf, but alſo two others of their 
old land; and they eſteem this method ſo 
much, that if the land is well covered with 
wood, they will give from five to ſeven 
pounds ſterling per, acre, for liberty to uſe 
it in this manner; and, after two years, 4 
regular rent per acre for the land beſides. 

Ruſcog is a ſmall place, prettily ſituated 
upon the banks of a branch of Lake We- 


ner; but it has not any thing that is wor- 


thy of notice. Here, as well as at all the 


plates I ſtopped at, near the lake, 1 feaſted 


on tench; which they have of a fine colour 
and admirable flavour, weighing - from: one 
pound to three; the freſh water fiſh of all 


ſorts are ſo. good and plentiful in Sweden, 
that they make travelling wonderfully agree- 
able. It is like carrying a fine nn 


With us wherever we go. 
The ſecond I got to Orebro, the EY Ra 


mhivey: fix miles, through a country that ap- 
.\ Pears to be in general pretty good and fer- 


tile. There are many tracks I paſſed which 


are in cultivation, and the ſoil good; moſt 


of the vales are either meadow. or rich ara- 


ble. Orebro is a ſmall towyn, fituated on 


another lake, which is a pretty one, and 
hath ſeveral is iſlands in it, that make 
en . a beau- | 
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a beautiful appearance. Here alfo I had 
fine fiſh, and at a very cheap rate; indeed 
evety thing is very low priced date from 
Bahus hither. All the line of country, from 


Gottendurg to Orebro, is tolerably peo 
5 pled; the villages are not thick, but I have 


Bone through many countries where they 


— 


| hand at converting a gook 
JJ 2 i ol 80 
* , 


are much thinner, and you paſs in no part 

pft it for many miles over continued tracks 
öf heaths and moors without any cultivation; 
on the conttary, the vales between the hills 
are generally in culture, and where the land 


ks tolerable, there are not many ſpots with« 


but ſome farms and cottages near them. 


On the third, I got to Arofia ; the if 


| 1 is forty ſeven. rügt through a country 


ſimilar to that I had paſſed, but amazingly 


interſected with ee and creeks of Lake 
Mlieler. Idined at a little inn, a fingle houſe, 
about half way, where I had, according to 


euſtom, excellent fiſh; you dine very well in 


this country, wine included, for five thil- 
lings, and upon -diſhes-which would come 
ti fifteen or. twenty at the inns between 
London and Bath, excluſive of wine. I was 
at firſt troubled in this journey with their 

© cookery, for they fried the fiſh in greaſe, not 


butter, and ſeemed to have an admirable 
d diſh 1 noe: a moſt 
F 5 + i  beaſtly 
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; g berth 8 ae, 9 2 * Ss. r 2 322 : 8 ö 1 * N I 7 i£ 72 : * 
One. My man Martin; who had 


travelled with me through France and Tta- 
Iy, and had made four c gns, was not 
at a loſs in the ſeienee of cookery; and took 
| Ups himſelf the direction of dhe kitchen; 
While it was employed in pro- for my 
table; by whick means, I Was alvwys ſure 
mot only to find good fiſh, but cookery equal - 
Y excellent; and this is a circumftance 


.. 


member, N er the tour of Swe⸗ 


Yen: &\ 82 ei 315 A E EY » 
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T artived at phal eth we Kuch, ithe Giſt 
tance is 25 milles; the country 1 paſſed was 
much cut by branches of the Like Meler, 
but the huſbandry was rather better than 
| What T had travelled: through before. - They 


Fan two quarters ufd an half of wheat per 
gere, and four quarters of boats; they ſow 
very Rttle cul- 


Some bärley, which is àa grain 
tivated in Sweden; and of which 1 had be- 


Xwiee for it, and the crops: they get amount 


ſometimes to four quarters per acre, (ſeldom 


dels than'three;"but I ſhould 6blerve, that 
| a foil, upon Which they ſow it, is their 


red. Some peaſants; 1 


/ Ivould adviſe every gentlemam to re 


fore received no intelligence; they fow it in- 
ſtead ef oats after their turnips;/\plbughing 


beſt, and at the fame time Wee well. manu- 
Ks | " they 
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did not like barley, they thought oats 
ting them much better; but they called it 
a new faſhion, and ſaid; that ſome of their 


great farmers liked it for that reaſon, But 
: by truth 2 e to be, that theſe 
8 one. 5 „Reisen — wh Winter food of cattle, 
they informed me, that the moſt approvod 


it was not an old 


method they had among them, was to take 
up their turnips, in: September, to! cut pff 
the tops and the roots, and to ſtow them in 
caverns in the ſides of their hills, for win- 


ter uſe. I ſaid, thatft the! farmers, With 
whom I had eonyerſed on journey from 


Gattenburg, had not mentioned any ſuch 


practice. „ They greplied, chat they did not 
uſe the method, but that it Was nevertheleſs 


much the beſt. They allo two heaſts to 


E Y van acre of turnips, wich aſſiſtance from 


brew. e. They manure! their meadows 
With Wood Aſhes, gained in the manner 1 


5 mentioned above, and aſſured Me, that they 


found it aueh the moſt advantageous way: 
Tm aeres of meadow: roll _ 4 large 


5.98: 17] F 


0 
0 


25 1Upſelis'a nba groom) on branch | 
 _-of: the Lake Meler; there is nothing in it ſo 

| worthy of notice as the famous Sir Charles 
„ Linnæus. Ahe hes of the unieaete he; 6 . 
volt” | * 4 "OA - 
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and whoſe game in natural hiſtory is as great 
as that of Charles the Twelfth for his vic- 
tories. 1 bad no letters of recommendation to 
rated profeſſor, and what was worſe, 
I was a&;boteniſh- However, I thought he 
vould not Might my compliment, if I de- 
ſigned to wait on him, as a mere Engliſh 
gentleman, travelling in Sweden through 
curioſity. Accordingly I wrote a card to 
him, ſignifying myſelf a gentleman from 
England, on his travels through Sweden, 
45 Abe was ſey unfortunate as not 40 have any 
letters of recommendation to him, hut who 
would be extremely happy in being admitted 
to his comerſation I had a, moſt polits 
and; obliging, anſwer, requeſting my com- 
Pany. to ſpend the evening that night at his 
apartments in the college, which 1 obeyed 
with very great readineſs. , if THe: old man 1 


kae, Enqn ired my, motives. #3 viſiting 3 
den; 4 country, he faid, 0 much lighted 
by the generality of travellers. I told him, 
that was the circumſtance whic oh had moſt 
engaged me in the deſign of travelling 
through it; for 1 had pailed through France, 
Italy, and the beſt part of Germany long | 
ago; but that finding the accounts of the 
e kindoms of, IOW o very im- 


t 34315 re : perfect 


14 
> 
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ty 41505 the — dur Land, Abit 
1 ſhould not find much matter of entain- 
ment in Sweden, if d travelled in purſuit of 
fine buildings, pictures, and ſtatues. Fowhich 
Il anſwered, that theſe were not the objects 
_of my enquiries, nor of my curioſity; — 
2 found entertainment in making myſelf ac- 
x with-itlie agriculture ef che cdun- 
wies — _ 1 85 tHEvSious pw 
heir ny . a , ele of 5 
An thought the mafifte BUF the PS. 
ple of acountry more worthy attention than 
ine ſtatues; and chat their cuſtotns pleaſed 
mie much better than Pictures. Your fenti- 


5] ments, Sir, laid ite, are very rational an 


Ir ſuck objects can give you any pleaſur rt 
8555 may find entertainment in Sweden. 
15 bels you have made natural Hiſtory your 
> 5 ly? This was a queſtion which hurt me 
not a little; however, I dwned' my Igno- 
Tance with the beſt grace 1 could, but te- 
retted it at the Tame time. Sir Charles 
: ſhewed Himſelf by the ſucceedi ng part of the 
7 convetſation, to be as polite as Tearned ; for 

— 
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. that I was no naturaliſt, he converſ- 
ed on ſuch matters as he found I had made 
enquiries after, and particularly of agricul- 
ture. He gave me ſeveral opportunities of 
making enquiries of him, concerning ſome 
points in the huſbandry of the country, 5 
about which I want to be informed. I aſked 
him concerning the advantages of the 'Swes 
_ diſh turnip, and the account he gave me 
was as follows: It is a plant that came to 
us originally PS Lapland; obſerve faid 
he, I mean relative to common cultivation, 
for if I ſpeak. of it botanically, I ſhould 
name it as the production of many other 
countries; our farmers had it from thence; 
from thence it ſpread by degrees through 
the northern provinces of the kingdom, and 
was found of more uſe than all other winter 
ats put together; the great property of 
It, is reſiſting the ſharpeſt and moſt continu- 
ed froſts, which we. have 4 this country; ſo 
chat I have, myſelf Kno wu the ſoil of a field 
of them, frozen a yard deep, and yet the 
© crop not to ſuffer the leaſt damage. Beſides 
this, cattle are remarkably fond of them, 
and will thrive.on them better than on any 
other winter plant with which our fariners 
are acquainted. It is further a very hardy - 
reſpecting cultivation, not requiring 


any 
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any- attention that is beyond the ability of 
the common farmers to give. It loves a 
deep, rich ſoil, and pays the farmer well for 
dung; the crops of it are ſometimes very 
conſiderable. I have ſeen crops of them, 
even in the mountains of Dalecarlia, in which 
ie plants, one with another, weighed four 
pounds, and ſome ſingle plants roſe up ſo 
big as twelve pounds ; and I have no doubt, 
if the farmers would give better tillage while 
they are growing, but they would riſe on an 
average to eight or nine pounds They rec- 
kan an acre to be ſufficient to Waintain, du- 
ring winter, from one to four head of cat- 
tle; but you ſhould obſerve, that this vari- 
ation is not ſo much from difference of pro- 
duce, as that of management; many of the 
flarmers giving their cattle but a certain al- 
loprance of the turnip aday, and the other part 
aof their food is either ſtraw or hay; and ſome 
of the moſt judicious among them, have aſ- 
ſured me, that the cattle do not thrive or 
: keep themſelves fat and well, in proportion 
ds the quantity of green meat they have, for 
very many will do as well with a ſtated al- 
- _ Jowance, made up with eating as much ſtraw 
a⁊ꝛ⁊ s they like, as if they had nothing but tur- 
nips; and which is a point very material to 
mM known Ong them, and, indeed, In all 
% Ow bother 
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other countries, where a ſimilar economy 
is carried on. One of the greateſt advan- 
tages of the culture of this root is, its being 
| as good a preparation for corn as à fallow þ. 
gp9f mere ploughing, which is an object of 
infinite 1 importance; but the farmers do not 
give it ſuch fair play as they ought, for 'the 
culture they beſtow, while it is growing, is 
only. to pluck out the weeds by hand; where- 
28 they ought to hoe them, as they do tur- 
nips in England; but a: better plan would 
be on your countryman Tull's principle, 
to horſe hoe them in rows, by which means 
the ground would be en better Polar 
; IL, 3 
The memoirs of the times have wr 
5 told you, Sir, that not many years ago, Swe- 
den produced no wheat, and it might al- 
moſt be ſaid with truth, that the quantity 
in her beſt provinces was ſo ſmall, that Li- 
vonia and Poland nearly ſupplied her; and 
much came alſo in ſome years even from 
England. Seeing this conſtant importa- 
tion, I, among others, made repreſentations 
to the government, to ſhew that it was en- 
tirely through ignorance in our farmers, that 
they did not raiſe wheat enough for us, with- 
out the kingdom ſuffering ſuch a continual | 
19 1 of- money. I was s applied to for. the 
means 


| 
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means of bringing in the culture, and I re- 
eommended particularly, the reducing the 
importation of it by degrees, till it eame to 
nothing, and which might be done by pro- 
portioning duties upon it, and laſt of all, a 
Prohibition; that ſmall bounties ſhould be 
diſtributed through alt the provinces to thoſe 
farmers, who entered moſt into the culture 
of it; and inſtructions ſent them for con- 
ducting themſelves. All this was executed 
at a very ſmall expence ; nor is it eaſily to 
be believed, how quickly they took to the 
culture of wheat; for having once found it 
| more profitable to them than any other 
+: grain, and of a much readier market, theß 
never afterwards failed of having a portion of 
their arable land under this crop, I ſhould 
not have met with ſo ready a compliance 
with the method I propoſed, had it not been 
for an accidental event, which happened 
LE joſt before I made the repreſentations. Li- 
 _ vonia and Poland had almoſt loft their crops 
for two ſucceffive years, which made this 
kingdom principally depend on England; 
and from whence our import had been very 
regular, but in the laſt of thoſe years, you 
laid an embargo upon your corn, and we 
were compleatly left in the lureh, inſomuch 
| tat the Dutch brought us wheat over from 
„ n | ; 1 LS the * 


ah of the 9 know even that; in 
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the Mediterranean. Seeing that we had na 
regular- dependancy even on England, gave a 
greater weight to my memorials than they 


would otherwiſe have had, and I queſtion if 
F ſhould have ſueceeded, at leaſt of many 


years, if the prohibition of exportation bad 
not happened as in England it dic. 
But at preſent, Sir, we experience very feu 


years, in which we do not raiſe wheat enough 
for our own conſumption; and the farmers - 


find it as profitable to them as it is in other : 
countries, though our crops are not ſo plen- 


tiful in general as in warmer climates: Upon 
dur beſt lands, and in ſheltered ſituations, we 


have ſometimes very fine crops ; and I be- 


lieve you will, in moſt places, find, that 
they raiſe from one and an half to three 

quarters upon an acre; but they never ſow 
it, except in the beſt fields of a farm; and 

gur farms have not all of them land ſuita- 

ble to the culture of it, oats are with us the 


moſt general crop, though there are large 

products of peaſe, but eſpecially of 8 

en in ſome of the provinces. 
The article, in which you will find wem 


| moſt deficient” is graſſes; very ſew of the 
farmers know any thing of the artificial 


graſſes, except Clover, and not 4 tweatiety 


their 85 


— 2 


„ 


: % 


. TRAVELS THROUGH 


their meadows! they are extremely careleſs of 
the herbage, not knowing it to be a mat- 
ter of any conſequence ;. but are very well 
fatisfied if they find a large growth, no mat- 
ter of what. Hence reſults many loſſes to 
them, their cattle underſtand the point much 
better; and if they could chooſe, would, but 
1 unfortunately they muſt eat what they are 
turned into or ſtarve; in ſome inſtances, 
however, they will freely eat of herbs very 
pernicious: to them. For want of better 
underſtanding this part of their buſineſs, our 
peaſants very often ſind their herd deceive 
them, and yield very little milk, when they 
| expect a great deal; or prove lean at a time 
that they ought to have been fat. The low 
grounds in Sweden are generally converted to 
paſturage, and many of them are little bet- 
ter than bogs and marſhes; but which, pro- 
perly drained and cultivated, would turn out 
| moſt advantageous meadow, and yet you 
will ſee great ate * . a way waſte 
: condition. „ : 
I ᷑o this I 3 M's it was no > ways 
ſurprizing, when there were ſuch numer- 
_ ous, unimproved waſtes even in my own, 
country ; z more ſtill in France, and nume- 
rous ones in the beſt climates, richeſt fouls, 
b 1. cen men in Europe. This, 1 
125710 ; SLY Ws 


: 


N 8 W. E D E. N. 4 * Ll 


Fg Was. a moſt re ada fat, and 
well worthy. of his reflection. . 
It is not ſo remarkable, replied = gen- . 
tleman, as at firſt ſight, it appears. Improye- 
ments of, waſte lands. make but a very. flow. | 
progreſs in any country, where they are the 
property of private perſons; but what . an, 
amazing figure do ſuch works make in Ame- 
rica, where. the waſte is open for every man 
to take as much as he pleaſes in fee ſimple, 
paying only moderate fines? But —_— 
waſtes belong to private perſons, and make 
part of the eſtates of princes, nobles, and, 
gentlemen, improvements muſt be ſlow for 
many reaſons; ſuch perſons have generally 
methods enough of ſpending their fortunes, 


Without doing any good; they cannot afford, 


or at leaſt they will not afford the neceſſary 
expenditure in buildings, incloſures, and 
other previous works, neceſſary to convert a 
waſte into farms for whoever will hire them. 
This method of doing the buſineſs, muſt. _ 
therefore pecpfilarily be very flow.. | Behdes 
the rights, properties, juriſdiction, ec. 
of their waſtes, and will very ſeldom give a. 
man leave to do all theſe works for bimſelf, | 
with a perpetual leaſe, that he and his heirs 
for ever may bs the better for his ions; ; 
Vox. . 5 ft 
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Et that how, and by whom are waſtes to be 


im proved ? It is evident they can be done 
but very ſlowrly; now and then a landlord, 


5 who happens to be a faving man, forms a 


new farm; accidentally too a farmer will be 


at the rm of improvement with a te- 


nure of 


ut a moderate length; and ſome 
gentlemen, that have waſtes very near their 
reſiclence, are inctuced to improve them, be- 
cauſe of their vicinity it is thus that, by 
flow degrees, waſtes are improved; and it 
mult ſtrike every perſon that theſe cauſes are 
very weak, compared with the vaſt extent of 
them in moſt countries. © Great progreſs will 


no where be made, without laws being par- | 


ticularly enadted; toforce proprietors to grant 


leaſes of waſtes to whoever will be at the ex- 
Fence of improving tilen. 
The way in which Sir Charles Ae unk⸗ | 


| E for the exiſtenee of ſo much waſte land 


in every ny AN me much; as it is 
the only one in which I ever Heard a ſatis- 
factory account given. Upon my aſking 
Kim concerning the' general ſtate of huſban- 
"= at preſent in Swetlen, whether it was in 
an improving yay” in moſt particulars.” He 
e: 

The bett, and indeed, ; the only way of 
— Judging'of __ with any degree of my 


n, 


fion, is by attending to the variations in the 
value of land; we have found that in Swe- 


den, land in general has inereaſed in price 
gradually for above forty years, and for the 


laſt twenty years, im a more rapid manner 
than — this has been owing to our 


raifing many commodities at home, which 


we formerly bought of our neighbours; 
among which wheat (as I mentioned before) 
is the chief; and itis alſoowing verymuch to the 


wiſe encouragement, that trade and manufac- 


tures Have received of late years, which has 


brought much money into the country, and 
given a new value to every thing. Now, : 


Sir, land could not ſelf better than former 
Iy, without money being more plenty, or 
- our huſbandry being better; for the value of 
the ſoil depends not only on the quantity of 
money in the country, but alſo on the value 
of the products, and they are affected only 
by variations in cultivation. But at the 


ſame time that I am clear, our agriculture 
is in general much improved, I am alſo 


clear, that we are many, very many degrees 
from the perfection to which we might ca- 
ſily with a fpirited attention arrive: and this 
we ſhould do, if we attended more to certaim 


Points of encouragement, which would” oy 


— 


1608 to POPE our huſbandry, 
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Upon my mentioning the pleaſure itwould | 
give. me to hear his ſentiments upon this 
head, he very readily went on in thy fol- 15 
lowing manner | is - 

Incloſing is pretty well e in {San i 
but not practiced ſo much by any means as 
it ought to be. In this our beſt huſband- 
men agree, and the practice of England con- 

firms the idea, to be the only means of hav- 
ing any valuable improvements carried on 
effectively; but our landlords and farmers 
are equally averſe to any expences beyond 
thoſe certain ones of the day, which they 
cannot eſcape; now this can only be reme- 
died by the legiſlative power, which ought 
to oblige all proprietors to incloſe their fields 
in ſome ſubſtantial manner, and to enable 
them, at the ſame time, to raiſe their rents 
upon their tenants ſufficiently to pay good in- 
tereſts for the ſums expended; and [I would 
have them limited, not to make larger in- 
| cloſures than one hundred acres, This mea- 
ſure would very much promote the good 
: huſbandry of the kingdom. 

Another, which I think would Aobe neceſ- 
fary, would be to appoint inſpectors of the huſ- 
bandryoft the kingdom. One might be appoint- 
cd to every large province, and one might in- 
peck: two or three mall ones; whoſe buſineſs 
1 s 3 ſhould 
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mould be merely the viewing the lands of 
every diſtinct farmer in his province, taking 


an account of his crops under every deno- 


mination, the number of aci es, the manure, 
the cattle of every ſort, the woods, foreſts, 
waſtes, and to whom they all belong, with 


the number of inhabitants of all claſſes and 


ages. Memorandums ſhould be made of 
thoſe farmers who ſeemed to excel in any 
branch of their art, and alſo of the compa- 
rative degree of ſuch excellence. In con- 
ſequence of theſe accounts, I would have 
premiums diſtributed to all farmers who ex- 
celled; and the beſt that could be deviſed; 
would be ſums of money given, or in caſes 
where larger ſums were requiſite, to lend it 
at low intereſt. It is ſurely of very great 
conſequence that an induſtrious peaſant, who 
would cultivate his lands better, and in lar- 
ger quantity, had he more money; it is ſure- 
1y, I fay, of great conſequence to the nation, 
that-ſuch a man ſhould have the money he 
wants, even if it was e wn eee tax 
to give it him. 

But f ene ſmall aun ſo diſpoſed at 
would have greater effects, than to the mere 
amount of the good they did to the indivi- 
duals, for they would ſoon raiſe a great emu- 

om men all the farmers and peaſants i in 
3 a I 4 5 the 
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the kingdom; moſt of them would uſe theip. 
utmoſt endeavaurs to gain the hike premi- 
ums, and, as many would be diſtributed 
every year, the whole kingdom would, in a 
few ae. . the good oplequances of 
«ſp this means * the government ee 
diſcover the real ſtate and condition of every 
province in the kingdom; it would know 
the degree of merit ats huſbandry poſſeſled, 
the proportion of the cultivated to the un- 
cultivated lands, the inercaſe or decreaſe of 
the farmer, the cauſes to which ſuch varia- - 
tions could be attributed, and, in a word, 
every circumſtance. of real i importange in the 

. fdomeftic aconomy of the nation. I noed 
not ſurely obſerve, that ſuch knowledge would 
8 be of infinite uſe to a ſtateſman, or an ad- 
miniſtration, in guiding them to ſuch mea- 
ſures as were certain of remedying what 
ever evil was diſcovered. In moſt of the 
kingdoms of Europe we ſee laws, ordinances, : 
edicts, c,-promulgated, with an intention 
of favouring agriculture and population 
but how few of them are attended with any 


ſtriking effect? This is owing to their be- 


ginning at the wrong end; they attempt the 
N before they know the diſeaſe; which 
b e As wer as, medicine, 18 acting N 

FOI TS, vo | Rametrically . 
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diametrically. contrary, to the ſyſtem of 
experience. Such an annual ſurvey of the 
kingdom as 1 have mentioned, would give 
them a clear inſight into every evil, its na- 
ture, and its cauſe; the remedy then would 
be eaſy and ſure, and they would further diſ- 
cover where improvements were poſſible, and 
practicable; Where they would pay the na- 
tion nobly for the expence, and in what 
manner they would be moſt advantageouſſy 
undertaken. If the benefits of ſuch a plan 
are compared with the expences, they will 
be found of infinite ſuperiority. Is it not 
aſtoniſhing, therefore, that we ſhould not 
ſee ſomething of this performed in ſome. of 
the enlightened nations of Eurape, who, 
from many circumſtances } in their Condat. 
evidently think in general, that too much 
care cannot be taken to dec agricul- 
ture and the uſeful arts ? 

This diſcourſe of the 3 profeſſor 
charmed me, his ſentiments were ſo ſtrong- 
I juſt, ſo extremely appolite, and, at the 
ſame time, I think I may add original, at 
leaſt as far as my reading carries me, that 
it appears.ta me aſtoniſhing, that thereſhay & 
be ſo many nations in Europe in the prec i- 
cament here deſeribed, and yet none of them 
2 00 lach N has been a | 
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or even propoſed. Which ſhews how much 
the objects of the greateſt importance are 
neglected; while meaſures, ſo eaſily execu- 
ted, would put any government readily 1 in 
the way of diſcovering all the evils which 
affect the agriculture of a country, and at 
once enable them to apply the requiſite re- 
medies; and let them, at the ſame time, into 
the proper method of applying encourage- 
ments, ſo as they may have the greateſt ef- 
fect; is it not aſtoniſhing that all og ſhould 

E remain every where unexecuted ! * „ 
Thbis great man gave his opinion alſo of 
ſeveral other points, which would be of great 
effect in promoting the agriculture of Swe- 
den; all of which appeared to be ſtrictly 
founded in a deep and comprehenſive know- 
oF e of the ſtate andintereſts of his country; 
\s "Fat ſome of them being rather refined, and 
the converſation not being in Engliſh, but 


mi French, I. did not ſufficiently recollect 


1 train of his argument, ſo as to venture a 
repetition. of them. Upon the whole, I 
neyer had a more agreeable or inſtructive 
5 evening; for, belies our converſation, Sir 
Charles Linnæus ſhewed me part of his ca- 
binet of natural hiſtory, to which every part 
pf the world has contributed amply, © It was 
8 Not "WIROUT" reluctance chat 1 took my leave 
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of him; nor had Upſal much worthy of no- 
tice beſides; 

J left Upſal the th, and arrived at Stock- 
holm the ſame day, the diſtance is five and 
thirty. milẽs; the rad runs on the banks of 

the Lake Meler, and, from the high grounds, 
commands ſome very beautiful views of the 
innumerable iſlands which are thiekly ſcat- 
tered through that lake. The country I 
paſſed is in general very well cultivatcd, 
there are many encloſures, and much arable 
land. Near the city, the land appears to be 
very rich, and the country very populous; 
for the villages, farms, and gentlemens ſeats 
are very numerous. I remarked they chooſe 
their fituations for ſuch, upon the ſides of 
Bills facing the ſouth, and, with much taſte, 
ſeem in general fond of a view of the 
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TOCKHOLM, 7 1s i che Po of 
the kingdom, is a ſiner Suben 4 ex- 
1 to ſee from the « 
_ .ceivagpf it. The ſituation. is very deauti- 
Ful and pictureſque, being built. on ſeven or 
eight. iſlands and rocks in the great Lake 
Meler, which gives it ſome reſemblanee of 
Venice; and this ſituation, hike that of Va- 
nice, is ſuch a ſecurity to it, that no other 
fortifications have been thought neceſſary. 


ADJ It is very well built, the ſtreets in general 


are broad, ftrait, and regular; and _ pub- 
lic buildings are many of them great orna- 

ments to the place. Among theſe, the King's 
palace demands the firſt attention; this is 
an old building, and therefore irregular in 
parts, but it forms a ſquare, and is all raiſ- 
-ed'/of tone. It is within a citadel, but the 
| fortifications could not do much in defence 
of the town; and it is beſides commanded 
" 
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by an adjoining hill. Conſiderin g that the 
palace ſerves for many public uſes, beſideg 
the King s reſidence, it is not only mean but 
ſmall; all the rooms of the firſt and ſecond 
floor, are uſed for private meetings of the 
Senate, and the Courts of Judlcature; ſo 
that the apartments of the roy al family are 
three pair ſtairs high, and ſome of them 
four. 3 

The Senate-houſe, where the public meet- 
ings are, is a very regular and fine edifice, 
| NOPE the beſt figure of any in the town. 
_ The houles of the nobility are not very 
magnificent, but ſome of them are Hand- 
| ſome, others large and commodious. The > 
Arſenal is a large building, but by no means 
kept well ſtored : the royal ables, and the 
great hoſpital, alſo make ſome figure; the 
the bridge of boats, which is 100 yards long, 
and which they ſhew with ſome degree of 
yanity, is a paltry ſubſtitute. Among the 
churches, the principal are St. Nicholas, St. 
Mary 85 St. Catharine's, St. Clare s, St. John's, 
and St. Olaus's. The King's Chapel 1 1s 
gre decorated. than any of them. | 

The city carries on the. chief trade of 
the kingdom ; ; the harbour will admit of 
four hundred great ſhips, and abore fiue 
ee mall o ones at 8 fame ire, which 


"Py | 
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might all ride in the utmoſt ſafety; and they 


have a quay for the delivery and taking in 


of goods, near a mile long; and this, 1 


think, is the pleaſanteſt and moſt chearful 


art of Stockholm. There is a face of bu- 


| ſineſs and activity upon the public quay, 
wWdich, in a town, is far more lively than 
- the perpetual rattle of coaches. But not- 


withſtanding it is a place of great trade, 
and the harbour perfectly ſecure, yet there 
are difficulties in getting in and out, which 
are a cramp upon their commerce. There 
are numerous iſlands in the lake between 
Stockholm and the ſea, and theſe make the 
courſe ſo zigzag, that ſeveral winds are ne- 
ceſſary to carry them in and out; and which 
is much the worſe for their having no tides, 
Which would grealy aſſiſt the navigation; 
beſides this, they are quite ſtopped up = torn 
ice four months in the year. © 
Having ſpent a couple of days i in viewing 
| 1 city (being quartered at the Crown inn, 
5 which I found a very good and reaſonable 


one) I thought it time to wait upon Baron 


i Miſter, with the letter which the Count de 
Smikelane gave me. Accordingly, on the 
Ith, I paid my devgirs to him; I found him 


a middle aged man, remarkably lively and 


.chearful, very well acquainted with the diffe- 


rent 


rent courts. of EH 3 want many < 
years in travelling; ; he converſes fluently in 
Engliſh, and almoſt without heſitation, but 
explains. himſelf, in caſe of it, in rench. 
He has a large houſe, extremely well fur= 
niſhed 1 in the F rench and Englith. manner; 
indeed, moſt of the things either for uſe 
or ornament, came from England, France, 
or Italy. He complained that the Swediſh, 
artiſts were not yet formed, but hoped they 
would, by and by, be equal to their eue 
bon... : 
My fied the Count had 55 him very : 


well into the deſign of my journey; he in- 
formed him, that 1 was on my travels through, 


the nothern kingdoms, with deſign. to gain 
a better knowledge of their commerce, ma- 
nufactures, agriculture, and arts, than books 
could give me; alſo to view the face of the 
country, and that had a curioſity to become 
acquainted with the manners of the inhabi- 
tants; that I had ſome, years ago travelled 
through the fouthern parts of Europe, but was 
now deſirous of going to ſee, what very few 
travellers ever thought worth their notice; 

and laſtly, that he had recommended me to 
him, as a perſon as proper as ay in Swe⸗ 
den to do nn to chat kingdom. „ 
770 The 
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The Baron read the letter with much af= 
tention with me, after having run it over 
before I faw him. He aſked me fignifican tly 
if I came in any public capacity or buſineſs, 
T underſtood him, and replied, by no means; 
that I was a private gentleman in England, 
totally unconnected with government, and 
Was travelling merely to fatisfy my own cu- 
riofity ; that the objects of my enquiries 
might make him ſuppoſe ſuch a thing, but 
it ſeemed a fatire upon the general aim of 
travellers, .that none ſhould be ſuppoſed to 
make uſeful objects their entertainment, as 
well as frivolous ones. This, he replied, 
was a very juſt remark, and aſked my par- 
don for putting the queſtion. He then en- 
tered very freely and Fiber! into a conver- 
fation, on the preſent ſtate of his eountry; 
m which, however, we were interrupted by 
fome viſitors, to whom he introduced me. 
Afterwards I waited on him thrice, and he 
gave me ſeveral accounts, ſome of them in 
writing, which I found valuable, as they 
let me into a pretty conſiſtent idea of the 

Preſent trade, manufactures, &c. of Swe- 


den. From theſe authorities I have drawn 


up the following account; which, 1 believe, 
: wall be found much nearer the truth of the 
preſent 
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pickeiit Rats of that kingdom, than any that 


att to he met witk im books. 


The trade of Sweden, and indeed every 
ching elſe in the kingdom, was left in a moſt 
miſerable condition at the concluſion of the 
war with Muſcovy, immediately after the 


death of Charles XII. Such a languor ſuc-. 
cteded, that had not much attention been 


given to improvement, and a es the 
conſtitution enſued, it would have taken at 


leaſt a century to have recovered, and 


haps much more. Many of the wounds then 


received, are not yet healed; there ate tracks 
of country, in many of the provinces, which 


once were well peopled, that are at this day 


deſurts; and the ravages of the Ruſſians de- 


ſtroyed ſome valuable copper mines, which 


are not yet recovered. Within theſe twenty 


years, much has been done to ſpread im- 
provements ; ſo that the country wears 4 


Ane face; but all this is not to be called 2 


creation of new induſtry, much of it is only 
4 renovation of that which we Tong 8 ago en- 


The modern improvers, who have puſhed 
moſt of the advantageous laws which Rave 
been made of late years in favour of oom. 
merce, &c. had one principal aim, which 
was certainly very meritorious ; x 1t was to 


force 


at laſt, ended i in an almo | general 177 
tion to Foreign fabrics. This was very Well 
0 meant, but it was drivipg, too falt, and has 
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force the Swedes, either to ee for 


— 4 


themſelves, or to go without the en 
ties formerly imported. rom abroad; 


laws were made with, thi 


had, ſome conſequences. of a complexion by 


no means agreeable. It is true, SF, ma- 
nufacto ries Were elta liſhed in diffe crent. parts 
of the kingdom, to enable the people to per- 


form for, themſelves, and, ſome of them ſuc- 


ceeded Well, but it is a ar . much. 


longer time to make, a people a manufactur- 


ing nation. The attempt to do it. at once, 


| was not only unſucce Sful, but was attended 


yi, ſeveral evils to the whole kingdom. 
weden imported, it is true, large quanti- 


ties of manufactures, but then ſhe Paid for 


all of them, or at leaſt for heh. the 


| greateſt. part, with the products c f her ſoil; 


ſuch as copper, iron, timber, UPS, Hax, 


hemp, pitch, tar, furs, ſkins, Nen, To that 
the nobleman who dreſſed himſelf i in F rench 


or Engliſh, cloths; his wife, Who wore 
French and Italian filks ;. and all ho ex- 


pended their revenue in any. foreign import, 


did, at the ſame time, encourage the lower. 


claſſes of the PSs, Joe. indeed aſſiſt the 
whole 


va my * - 
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Whole late, at exporting the os products, 
in proportion to the goods ſo imported and 
worn. The legiſlature falſely - imagined, - 
that foreigners could not do without thoſe. 
products they bought of Sweden, and paid 
for with their manufactures; they ſuppoſed 
they would buy in the ſame proportion, and 
pay for them with money; but this was at 
belt a deluſion, for other nations knew 
| their. intereſt as well as the Swedes, and im- 
mediately transferred a vaſt portion of their 
| trade to Norway and Ruſſia; the conſequence: 
of which has: been, that the copper and iron 
works, in every province in the kingdom, are 
diſcontinued, for want of the old demand; 
and a great number of hands, once em- 
ployed in the timber trade, have ever ſince 
ſtood. fill. - That this repreſentation has 
much truth in it, appears from ſeveral arti- 
cles of the prohibition being taken off; 
which ſhews that the legiſlature: themſelves 
thought they had gone too far, when they 
began in their private eſtates to feel the ill ef 
fects of it; but the act was done, and the mil- 
chief was irremediable; the trade was gone, 
ſo that the partial cevocation was of no ule. 
This hae made them redouble their activity 
ig eſtabliſning manufactures, which may, in 
tes. recover e blow,. by varying the for- 
Von. Is EO mer 
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mer advantage; but it muſt be a Work 6f : 
| ſome years919 64 18185 tl 206d Coolio nant 

1 Upom the Whole, however; . 128 
in ſome muderitreatiſes; what great things 
ars doing. moencouragingiall ſorts of uſeful 
undertakings; wa muſt not carry the amount 
to the account of lan addition, as in the caſe 


of Den mali and ſomo other countries, but, 


on the ninary, deer ener of them as 
tagainingalaſtigqppund. SID 2117 a 3111 | 
Prad now2flontiſhes in Sieden, the pe- 
ple age. ery Mttentive. tadty and ſome. of the | 
laws that he been 40 encourage it c 
haue had gOο effet... e. ſhipping, be- 
| longing tes tbelkingdamelasmuch increaſed. 
"inthe lat im years the Gxport more o 
their commodities. in eig awn., bottoms 
than fogmenly ; which ae e rae, 
-  Proveda-ary-advantagoays: thing ter them. 
1 AI theis ſnipping. eee 580 ö 
ſhares rel their, gen, profits. Jo that an 
Increaſe of; if is gaining one of che moſt 
advantageays markets in the world. Indeed, 
A xerꝝ congderable;article of made wich them, 
is building fhipscfor ſale; in- uhich articles 
ths: French and Duteh: are the beſt, phr- 
chaſers. The former, it is well known, once 
Pought a fleet of nine ſail f menroſ war of | 
| BE: — ä and ; Buck 


— 
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Dutch are-regulir;purchaſery of. * mer- 
chant ſhips; but the chief increaſe of their 
ſhip building has been for themſelves, in 
conſequence of an increaſe of their foreign 
trade; which, it is ſuppoſed, is now, on com- 
pariſon with what it was thirty years ago, as | 
five to threes toantage-reckoned. 

Fhe eſtabliſhment of the Eaſt India cm- 
mere has bern of much .conſequence to 
them, in this article of ſhip: building, and 
indeed to alÞ the other braſiches of com- 
merce inthe kingdom; for Buſt India goods 
wers before _ with caſh} without 
btinging in ny advantages by9.ſhip builds 
ing; or the” enfployinent” of featiep; but 
now the government har öhRxEd the Xom- 

pany. to export to'the Tadies quan- 
tie k Swedith manùfdctüres; Which" ex- 
5 e is clear profit] heſides xe elrcum · 
aces” mentioned above. This! eſtabliſh- 
ment of an Eaſt India cbmpätiy in Sweden, 
1 the ſpecalation of all the trading 
part of Europe, who Ppronounecd it a 

viſionary {oleh HO and one which Could not 

poſſibly anſwer; but experience has now 
told them, "that nothing was leſb juſt than 
this eöndem nation! for the whole kingdom | 
of Sweden is Tipplied/by'it;- and there is & 
Frag confidsrable quantity of India goods 
3 ex- 


% TRAVELS THROUGH | 


_ exported to poland, alſo ſome to Germany, 


and a few to Ruſſia; all which are very great 


and conſiderable advantages, compared with 


9 
- 


the time when they themſelves bought. their. 


whole home conſumption of the Engliſh and 
Dutch "EE 


Another ſcheme of trade, which has been 


partly executed, though not entirely, is to 


import all their Weſt. dia commodities in 
their own bottoms this was not an eaſy, 


matter to execute, for it is contrary to the 


laws of all the nations, that have colonies 


in that part of the world; but certain it is, 


that in ſpite of all obſtacles of this ſort, they 


do purchaſe large quantities of ſugar, rum 
K. in the Weſt lil iſlands; and another 


channel, through which. they do this buſi- 


neſs, is through the Bahama iſlands, where 


they buy from the account of Boſton mer- 


chants, . goods Which come from the aden 


illands. This plan is not brought fully to 


bear, but if they get it to be quite facceGfut. 
it will make a conſiderable deduction Ben | 
the navigation of England, and ad it to that | 
of Sweden. 8 4 4b SHE; i 

Building ſhips for foreigners has! "lately 
received a very laudable bounty of ten fan 
lings a ton, which i is one of che belt c 


1 lidered meaſures t that could have. been Exe- 


td & 4 py n ha 3 of 1 
cuted; 
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eited; and if this bounty was to be raiſed ſo 


high, as to enable the Swediſh ſhip carpen- 
ters to underſell the Englith and Dutch ones 
by many per cent. in their own yards, it 
would be a moſt political meaſure, and per- 


haps give the kingdom a more advantageous 


market, for moſt of her ftaple commodities, 
| than all their other methods put together. 


Among the manufactures Which they | 


have been eager to-eſtabith, the principal is 
the woollen.. They have in coarſe cloths 


made ſomg progreſs, and begin ta work 


ſome that are fine; an improvement, which 
has been much owing to their gaining a bet- 


ber breed of ſheep from England, and which 
have been diſperſed with much aſſiduity over 


moſt parts of the kingdom. Their own. 
woot was a great impediment in their way; 
ft it was of ſo bad and coarſe a texture, 
that it would not do, even for coarſe cloth, 
without being mixed with that of Poland ; 


for theſe purpoſes, they i import great quan- 
tities from that kingdom; and it is very 


well for them that they have a nighbour ſo. 


little knowing in her own intereſt; as to per- 
mit the exportation of her raw products, to 


de wrought up by other nations; not, how- 
ever, that the Poles do not underſtand their 


own. intereſts, * they have the curſe: f 


2 =; ſuch 
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Mach a conftinition;' thæt nothing for the 
real advantagelof the country can go forward 
for half an Hour. By means af Poliſn 'wook 
mixed with the worſt of their own, the 
Swedes make” tolerable eoarſe cloths, and 
other fabricks ;/ and the beſt they import 
from Poland, mixed with the beſt of their 
con, makes a finer cloth, that ſolls well at 
home, andi preęludes the import of any but 
the fineſt of all, worn by the nobility and 
gentry of conſiderable fortunes. Their ma- 
nufacture of the coarſę ſorts is ſo enlarged 
by degiees;!'that they haye, for ſome! years, 
exported ſmall quantities of it to Poland; 
which ſhiws how! far they haye been able 
| to carry thtir poin if. F186 DUNIET L466 Ednieliob | 
Beſides theſe woollen tes, which are 
1 of Proving conſiderable enough to 
top totally! M importation in time, theß 
have alſo eſtabliſſied ſome of linen, but theſe. 
ate not yet advanced: ſo far as the former; 
mer make large quantities of à coaxſe ſort, 
ich ſells well among the common people; 
ut all the higlier claſſes pf inhabitants uſe 
that which bomps from England, Holland, 
or Germany. Preventing this importation 
J a fabonritę object with them at preſent, 
but the heſt judges of e pe they 
never be able to effect it. eil nin 
FW Much 
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| + Mugh-the greateſt manuſgRories. in Sve 
den are thoſet of hand ware. i Lheywork and 
caſt their copper and iron into panyformsz 
and make of them a great variety of imple- 
ments, utenſils; and materials for manuy 
facturing, ſuch as bars and plates of cope 
per and iron, various ſorts off) wire, great 
guns, and numergus other articles i in the 
foundery Way. The number. af mines of 
copper and iron in the kingdom is very great, 
and the forges that work conſtantly, not-.- 
withſtanding the decreaſe enplained above, 
form the moſt conſiderable. re of 
this ſort in the nation. They export vaſt quan- 
tities of iron annually, for which Roglind, 
Holland and France are theirſbeſt cuſtomers: 
but the Engliſhipay:them..a balance af trade, 
amounting to ſome hundred thouſand pounds 


nunmually; of which ãron and tiber are the 


prirwipal- articles they take whereas, the 
Prench pays them in nothing but wines, 
_+brantlies; and eres war en . roms | 
. Sroughtgreavquimtinies:of paper} but the 
:8wedes now. ſrpplythermſblies Heatly with 
all irticy uſe, gxdeprof thang s Of 
al tha artiches ofithrir trade, vigonand tim- 
ber are the muſteonſiſlerable and the beſt 
politicians amongitheor axtuſti ly-of: opi- 
Wien that theſe? * of the moſt 
. . certain 
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ndance, eign nations _ 
3 hone 3 as: are moſt 


natural in all the operations concerning them 


to their own people, that, for theſe reaſons, 
they ought principally to be encouraged, 
Much has of late years been done in favour 
of theſe branches ; for all the ranks of 
oyners of lands have found, that the proſ- 
2 ſame influence in raiſ⸗ 
ing the rental and value of their eſtates, as 
— agriculture itſelf; and for 
- whack: teaſon, it is to be expected that they 
will nexer neglect this part of their:domeſ- 
tenumänemfe N CCC 
Reſpet᷑ti g the improvements which have 
been made in their huſbandry, taken at large, 
the grand article has been the preventing the 
impartation.of corn from abroad; high du- 
tits: at firſt, and then a prohibition, have, in 
this inſtarice, been attended with every effect 
hey could wiſh. By quick degrees, a. 
toduced the culture of wheat in many pro- 
vinces; which; before had never thought of 
_ Nach àn article of cultivation; and by tak» 
ing ſeveral proper meaſures for encouraging 


he peaſants, che point has been ſo tho- | 
We eee that Sweden, at preſent, 


ic] ede ”_ conſumes}! and 
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3 ſo that a ſmall aper | 
tation has taken place more than once. 
In the debates which have ariſen at Ae | 
rent times, among the members of the le- 
giſlature, on this point of the advancement 
of huſbandry, they have had, what may be 
called two parties among them; one:wha 
were for eſtabliſhing many rules for the par- 
for their good conduct, for the procuring 
good farmers from other parts of Europe, 
to ſet examples; alſo the beſt implements 
and breeds of cattle; witli ſome good works 
men for draining of bogs, and bringing 
waſtes into culture, at the expence of the 
legiſlature, by way of ſhewing in what man- 
8 | 2 works 3 — — 2 en 


5 wo the execution of abated ” 1 
would-prove very nen and particularly 

m being obliged to truſt them to many 
people, and almoſt without controul. That 
pbeſides this ſtrong objection, the effects re- 
ſulting could not be great or general, but 
would be confined ta ſmall: ſpots, from 
which it might be a century before they 
would travel over half the kingdom; for 
this reaſon, they propoſed to omit all ſuch 
wee confine "thennelyes to general 


Laws, 3 


* 


2 good price, chic 
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Jaws; whicly<hould affect tlie whole king- 
dem 3 thy fbr inſtance, as the prohibition 
of the importation of all foreign comtnodi- 

ties chat could abe raiſed at home, and par- 
ticularly corn; that when this lab Had 
taken full effect, then to give che imptove- 
ment of another, offering bounties upon 
the exportation of various ſorts of corn, and 
other commodities, to inſure a quick ſale at 
vhich would be of all other 
meaſures the maſt likely to induee the far- 
mers to enlarge the culture: of them. Other 
general laws ſhould alſo be brought in aid, 
to exempt the improvers of waſte lands from 
all taxes, tith:s and public charges for life. 
Alſo to introduce leaſes, in the tenures of 
lands, of. long duration with ſeveral other 


| »\'The-legillature very ky followed. | 

' ther of theſe propoſals in excluſion of the 
eee but gradually took from both What 
prudent and likely to be efficaci- 

ous. They prohibited the importation of 
corn, upon the plan of one party; and they 
attended to: the minutiæ of agriculture; pur 
ſuant to the ideas of the other. Some laws 
were alſo made concerning leaſes; and im- 
1 9 from taxes; dut 
Th = REO 


whether they will ever give a a bounty on ex · 
portation is yet a queſtion. It is the gene · 
ral opinion, that the plan is not dropped, 
and that the meaſure will be executed, hen 
ever the quantity of corn raiſed at home 
ſufficiently reduces the price. They ſeem to 
have this meaſure in idea, ready to apply as 
a remedy for the price of corn faliing too 
low, in caſe it ſhould ſo happen This 
whole meaſure of ꝓrohibition, and a 
on exportation, is copied rum England bm 
if I\maychers ſpeak in my own perſon, I o 
Nat perfectly comprehend the merit of ſuch 
bounties, either in England or in Swedem; 
for theſe, nations do not ſo much want to 
raiſe corn for an article of trade, as to enable 
them to feed a numerous pegpie; and ſure- 
I, it is of much more} advantage to them to 
apply their corn to that neceſſary pu p,ỹrt 
tiban to export it. The riches ariſing from 
an increaſing population, which is always che 
conſequence of cheapneſs af proviſions, muſt 
be of far more importance to theſe king- 
doms than the money received for the corn. 
5 Indeed the payment of hounties is not of 
any great moment, as they Hibs e the 
5 Lahe of the government ee eee 
I think, it cannot be en but the 
moſt advantageous conſumptiom of - cormjis 
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that at home; for che people muſt broke 
pretty mach th pi on to the lo- price 
of -neceffaries ; we ſee that the Increaſe of 

population is prodigious i in North America, 
and which muſt be attributed to the grea 
eaſe of gaining land, which produces the ne- 
ceſſaries of life; for which reaſon a govern- 


ment, it ſhould ſeem,” ought to encourage 


alſo take every other ſtep to rei 


increaſe in proportion to it; an aim mud | 
ſuperior to rats ſums of money which at 


7 


z read in ract 
years ago, that che bounty, b giving à mar- 


the growth' of corn as much as ö ie 
nder it as 
cheap as poſſible; for then the people will 


trade can , in. 1 remember to have 
rats printed in England ſome 


ket, encouraged the farmers to raiſe more 


corn than they would otherwiſe do; and 
cis is the idea which they have got in "Swe. 
| gen; But ſuppoſing it ever'fo trite, will 
not an increaſing people cauſe a greater con- 
ſumption, and conſequently make a makket 5 
cqually as good? Of what conſequence is it 
to the A whether he ſells his ts 


a merchant at five ſhillings à buſhiel, or to 


a miller at the ſame price? 86 that this ar- 


gument —_— to” a e bak be A [thy | 


queſtion. * 
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ih the progreſß of agriculture in England. 
zoted. as a proof of, the benefits which 
| M8 reſulted from the bounty, it might 
have been replied, that that progreſs may 
not have been wing ſo much to this mea: 
ſure as to the increaſe of people, procecd- 
ing from the great commerce and manu- 
factories which have been eſtabliſhed, and 
. which have been perpetually on the increaſe, 
It is for theſe reaſons, that I am inclined; to 
believe, the legiſlature. of Sweden would act 
more for the benefit of their country, if theß 
firſt encouraged the growth of corn, and 
chen the conſumption of it at home, which 
is beſt done by a collateral encouragement 
of arts, manufactures, commerce, and all 
other means of enriching the people: for the 
richer they are, the more numerous will they 
be, and at the ſame time the better able to 
purchaſe the farmer corn. But this a ſub- 
ject of too much conſequence to be decide 
on from ſo light an examination, it well de- 
ſerves the attention of * ene! pat: 
liticians. — LO IHR 2nd uot ag aft 
Encouragement has alſo; hon vines: in 
Sweden. to ſeveral other things, particularly 
in the making great roads, in improving 
ſome inland navigation, andialſo: to the body 
1 nin 9 — _ 
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there are few kingdoms in Europe where 
they are ſo/ bid, nor have the inhabitants 
been able, in any orie provitice, even with the 
. affiſtance-they Have received from the legil- 
lature, i in enabling them to raiſe provincial 
taxes for that purpoſe, to do the work (ef- 
fectually. Lam told there are one or tw] ö⁰ 
great roads, pretty toferably made, but it 
has been done by concentrating ſche⸗ whole 
3 the province om thatfingle point, 
_ and totally neglecting all others within it. 
Wherever have travelled, except Cloe to 
the metropolis)" they aue dangerouſly! bad. 
Indeed, the good partscheld but @ very little 
way out of Stockheim. here have been 
un deliberations in the Senate upon this 
evil; but thecgeneral/Gpitiion'is; tht ie Will 
never be remedied to any effect. 
\ 3» There ars ſomerivers 1 
the kingdom, which wanted only ſmall ob- 
ſtructions to be removed, and Which the 
government have enabled the people to ren- 
der navigable. by provincial taxest There 
_ have been, many propofals for inereaſing the 
number, but theyigo: on very flowly' init, 
and never will anale any great figure in this 
branch. of improvement. Indeed Sweden 
wants exertions of this ſort i leſs than any 
antry Len for the: whole kingdom is 
WW cut 
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eut and interſected in . ; 


—_—_ lakes and nvers,;and they have a ſea 
coalt | prodigiouſly extenſive, ſo that there 


conan ſcarcely be a production which is not 


within reach of a navigation 5 5 27 nk l 1 | 


The encouragement; given toattifisiof, vas 
rious ſorts, is much better adapted to the 


improvement. and advantage of the nation; 


The Swediſh artiſts, except in working 


rough timber andi iron, are ſurpriaingly de- 


ficient.: The means hitherto taken to re- 
medy cis evil, have boen hy offering pre- 
miums, by regulating apprenticeſhips; and 
by procuring wotkmen from ſevcral count 
tries; but Sm they, bave:not performs 
edimuch.! | 14 In mt 200 136" rachfob TIS a> 
At the Gone time that I:procured-this/in- 
formation, I made enquiries into the ſtate of 


their public revenues and military poter. 
'Dhe; irevenues of the kingdom are not at ali 


much ſurprized me; for I conceived,” that 


all the improvements, of which Ihàve bi | 
giving an account, muſt have much i rs 


fed the revenue of individuals, and conſe- 


quently that of the public; but the-contrary 
is | the: caſe, and vthich is moſtly owing to 

the evil Which I before noticed, ben ding 
* ſudden rags of foreign manufac- 


4 ' a tur E83 3» 
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eres ; for as I there ſet forth the ill conſe= 
quences of depriving a vaſt number of peo- 
ple of an old market for their wood, iron, 
&c. the miſchief. was. felt by the public in- 
come, as well as; by thoſe individuals; for 
the manufactures, which were then prohibi- 
ted, paid conſiderable; cuſtoms, an importa- 


tion, moſt of which were loſt by that mea- 
| ſure 3. ſo. that the revenue, which, all taken 


together, amounted before that meaſure to 
about twelve hundred thouſand pounds a 
year, ſcarcely reaches: that ſum at * 
although ſeveral new taxes upon articles of 
luxury have been ſince laid on. Seve . 
ſons much experienced i in the revenue 


fert, that 1 it will be many years before it re- * 


covers theſe ſtrokes; that all the late im- 
provements muſt have time to ripen into 
perfection, and ſpread a free and conſidera 
ble circulation through the kingdom, bes 


© SIP 
As to, the military, power. of he. 1 5 
* change in the conſtitution upon the 
death of Charles XII. ſunk it entixely to the 
militia, except a few guards for the King's 
rſon; the former i is entirely upon the od 

ſyſtem, they are maintained by the farmers ; 

but the h 8 ich was once 4.0858 
| * 
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men, is not at preſent more than 42,000 3 
however they are very well diſciplined, and 


ſufficient for the defence of the kingdom 
againſt any force that is likely to march 


againſt it. Sweden has nothing to fear but 
from Ruſſia; and whilſt ſhe leaves the con- 


quered provinces peaceably in the hands of 


the Moſcovites, which undoubtedly ſhe will 


do, there is not any danger of their diſturb- 


ing her poſſeſſion of the remainder. The 
fleet of Sweden was once pretty conſidera- 
ble, amounting to forty good ſhips of war; 
but it is much deelined. They could not 


ſend out to ſea twenty ſail of the line in good . 


order,” ſo that their power is not equal to 
that of Denmark by ſea; nor that of Ruſſia. 
Theſe are circumſtances in which Sweden 
has been very remiſs; it is faving money to 
a very bad purpoſe ; for a nation that wiſhes 


to be poſſeſſed of a conſiderable trade and 


commerce, ſhould never neglect her ma- 
rine, which ever was, and ever mult be, ef- 


| ſential to the preſervation and well being of 
trade; and this ſhews, that the ideas of nas -- 


tional improvement in Sweden are but crude, 
and hot near brought to that degree of pro- 


priety as to produce thoſe new and great ad- 
vantages they want. Nothing is of ſo much 
e to a trading power, as a mari- 
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time force; 5 for all commerce without it, 75 
precarious. France has made for a century 


immenſe efforts for raiſing a great trade, but 
| all of them have been nearly unſucceſsful, | 


from her being more ſolicitous in the ſame 
period to keep up a formidable army, than a 
ſtrong and well regulated navy, ſuſficient to 
guard her commerce in times of war. No- 
thing is ſo difficult to rear as a trade that has 


been once ruined. Itisa great miſtake to 
ſuppoſe, that the preſent, ſtate of F rance 


contradicts this maxim; on the contrary, it 


confirms it; for France once poſſeſſed a 


flouriſhing trade, but .it hath never aroſe 
again to its former proſperity, after once 


being demoliſhed by a ſuperior force at ſea. 
The bringing home the product of colonies 


n done as well almoſt without a navy as with 


tit; and which is evident in the courſe of the 
. mmunication between France and her co- 
lonies, after the total deſtruction of her ſhip- 


ping by the Engliſh, in every war from King af 


5 William s time to the preſent. 


But to return to Sweden, I muſt acknow- i 
ledge, that hitherto I have given the moſt 
fayourable view of all the internal affairs of 5 
this kin gdom. I have been minutely pra 
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can ſcarcely be called trade, which may be 
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but chen it came from ſome noblemen, who . 
have been among many others very deep in 
oe convulſions, that have harraſſed the 
egiſlature of Sweden. All Europe well 
1956 the political ſquabbles, which, have 
much diſgraced that country; accounts have 
been publiſhed 'in numberleſs Gazettees, 
which ſeem to have been deſigned merely to 
5 repreſerit the kingdom! in the moſt deplora- | 
ble fituation. Whatever is circulated by a 
patty; ever carries marks of prejudice. and 
unfair repreſentation ; it may be replied, 
that T hive my intelligence from a party, and 
therefore, that it equally wants the ſtamp of 
impartiality; and agree that this is in ſome 
meaſure che fact. But then, in extenuation, I 
fay, that what I have principally reported, 
concerns facts alone; I have kept clear from 
giving party, or even national reflections, 
; which always attend them ; and another 
mg motive for my giving a repr reſentation 
of the affairs, or rather facts, concerning the 
preſent ſtate of Sweden, from the Indra 
tion 1 received from ſome very reſpectable 
noblemen, is; that all the accounts which 
I have lately read, ſeem to have been dictated 
by the oppoſite” party, and to which 1 was 
the more eee from my ſetting out _ 
thfough” the paſſage of the Sound quite to 
I oft „„ MS 2 Stockholm. 
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Stockholm. But the a pearances of things 
carried no ſuch marks of ruin and deſola- 
tion, as foreign prints had given me to ex- 
pect; I looked for nothing but falling houſes 
and neglected lands, deſerted by emigrating 
inhabitants; but found nothing of this; 
from whence I was lead to think that theſe 


repreſentations were ſomething of the nature 


of thoſe, which are ſo common in my own 
cou ntry, which even in the moſt flouriſh- 
ing times, attempt to Prove the kingdom 
in the high road to ruin.' But let-the rea- 
der carry with him the authority, on which 
I give my report, and remember, that, in 
theſe caſes, which are certainly of real im- 
portance to be known by other powers, it 
is of conſequence to be informed of the 
truth, and which can never be nearly gueſ- 
_ ſed at, while only one ſide of the ame is 
| 1 | 
| [hive with all oh attention of FT I 
am maſter, avoided giving any particulars 
relative to the preſent ſtate of parties and 
politicks in this country. I; think them to 
be no objects of an inquiſitive traveller; they | 
change every day; thete-is nothing ſtable in 
them; all intelligence that concerns them is 
Full of prejudice and misinformation; no- 
- Mn is 95 inſi pid to Ken readers, no- 
e. 12 8 * 2 5 ing 


thing carries 1 it 10 little aſcful 8 


gence, of which truth we have in England 


many inſtances ſufficiently ſtrong; for how 
| few ſpeeches are made in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, which would convey any uſeful facts 
to foreigners ? Are not our news- paper and 
.our pamphleteer complaints, which denounce 
immediate ruin upon the kingdom, with 
half the clamours of coffee-houſe politi- 
cians, are they not, I ay, perfectly ſenſeleſs and 
forgotten ſquabbles in a very few years? 
This, 1 think, ſhould guard every writer from 
venturing to mix ſuch temporary politicks 
| with matters of laſting duration and real im- 
5 Partaofe . Trade, manufactures, arts, and 
iculture are intereſting to all the world, 
| but the ſphere. of perſonal Pelze. 18 ex 
emen ſmall, = 
It is fer theſe reaſons, that I paſs. entirely. 
over the diſmal factions, which, at preſent 
diſgrace the government of Sweden. I ſin- 
cerely hope, that in a few years all parties 
will be indued with more moderation, and 
a general harmony ariſe from the experience 
of ad zun, en faction Wales to them 


4 
e ; 3h 8 ES [RE as - $4 WE, IF £3 * Ci 8 of 2 70 £4 1 k 
R 
"I "1 : 
2 * F i „ 

: * 
3 
12 

£ « 
— 


* 


35 TRAVELS/THROUGH - 


g R RS. 
gerne from Sboekbaln 70 O geek 5 
- mora—Deſcription. of the C ountry— Tourney" 
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'LE PT Stockholm the 1 ich, raking the! 
road for Oregrond, the diſtance forty 
Gow miles; which, with ſome difficult 
reached by night, through a countty Which 
ranks among the beſt I have ſeen in Sweden,” 
and in which I obſerved ſeveral ſeats” of the 
nobility and gentry very well built, wWith a 
good appearance of ſuperior cultivation a- 
round them. Oregrond is a ſea port on the 
ph of Bothnia, tolerably well ſituated for 
trade, eſpecially that of timber. From a 
hill near the town, is a moſt beautiful!“ 
view of the gulph, with a great part of Fin- 
land on the other ſide; the iſlands of Aland | 
ſpot the fea in a moſt pic ureſque manner. 
There were ſeven ſhips in the harbour, load- 
ing deals for Holland; they told me the 
tad 128 this place has been but lately ac- 
ad 
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mien but that it increaſes, and will ſoon 
be conſiderable. From Oregrond, I ſet out 
the 12th for Hedemora, the diſtance of one 
hundred miles; and which, from the rocky- 
neſs and dangerouſneſs of the roads, took me 
up four days, ſo that I did not arrive there 
before the 15th at night. The three firſt 
nights 1 ſet up my bed in the houſes of 
peaſants, in ſmall vilages, not paſſing through 
any towns: the country is very wild and 
various, hills and dales, mountains and 
tocks, bogs, rivers and lakes, all mixed 
thickly with a ſmall quantity of cultivated 
and profitable land. All the peaſants here are 
farmers, and moſt of them own tlie lands 
they cultivate; their houſes are very well 
built of wood, and covered with ſhingles, the 
materials being to be had in the utmoſt plent); 
they are much better, and more comfort- 
able dwellings, than the cottages of mud, 
covered with thatch; which are ſo common 
in England. Their furniture is of their wm 
manufacturing, conſiſting of very little more 
than what they make of their friendly pines. 
All of them handle the ſaw and the axe with 
as much agility as our peaſants uſe the 
ſpade and the pickaxe, nor do they mak 
bad or elumſy work; for their chairs, tables, 
ac &c. are very decently eut and put to- 
| = "OS" es, Oe 
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gether. They ſeem to be a very happy and 


1 


contented people; each has his farm divided 


into regular incloſures around his houſe, and 

which the women almoſt totally cultivate, 
while the men are employed in cutting tim- 
ber in the foreſts, for they have a conſider- 


able river, down which they float vaſt quan- 


tities. In their huſbandry, theſe | women 
ſeemed to be tolerably underſtanding; they 


do all the ploughing, which is not indeed 
laborious work, for I ſaw: ſeveral ploughs 


going with a ſingle ox in them, and athers: 
with a ſingle cow, and not of a large breed. 
Therebaupe fix their houſes in the midſt of 5 


a vale of dry ſoil, upon a rock, if they can 
— ſo that all the works of tillage are 


performed with great eaſe. They cultivate 


but very little wheat, though their land ap- 


pears to be good enough for any product; 
oats, and a little barley, with a good many 


beans, are their chief crops; but theſe ſeem 
to bear no proportion to their fields of Swe⸗ 


diſh turnips, and alſo another ſort, which, they 
informed me, does very well in the ſevereſt 


climates, and is more generally cultivated in 


the northern parts of the kingdom: upon theſe 


turnips I found they principally. depended. 


for their on diet, as well as that of their 
| cattle; +; 4 their Horſes: in winter have no 


* | 


„ n SO Ns 367 


other food; their breed is ſmall, but very 
ſtrong, uncommonly hardy, and very ſure 


footed, going down the moſt rocky moun- 
tain's ſides. If the roads continue, as Iexpect, 
to grow worſe and worſe, as I advance 

northward, I ſhall not know what to do 
with my chaiſe and ſouth country nags; 
for I muſt have recourſe to theſe little moun- 
tain ponies, which will enable me to travel 


forty miles a day, in the worſt roads; 
whereas five and twenty is now a hard days 
work for me. In the preparation they make 


for their crops, they plough four or five 


times, and manure: richly with a compoſt of 


bf the dung they raiſe in winter with vaſt quan- 
tities of wood aſhes; they ſeldom ſow a crop 
without previouſly making a vaſt pile of offal 

wood as near as they can, and ſetting fire to it 


| els fake of the aſhes ; and their crops are 


very good, railing to an equality of four quar- 
ters an acre Engliſh, of whatever corn or 


5 pulſe they ſow ; and which crops: they at- 


tribute entirely, and I ſuppoſe very juſtly, to 


the manuring of the wood-aſhes and dung. 
Their turnips yield a very conſiderable pro- 


duce; one acre 1s ſufficient 40 winter two 
head of cattle.” They have ſome © meadows; 


which are artificial, having been * . 


_ them from the waſte, and with: g 
| effect ; 


4, 
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effect; where they were too wet, they dug 
ditches, and ſpread the earth that came 
out upon the land; and then they finiſh 
the improvement by - manuring plentifully 
with wood-aſhes, which bring up conſider- 
able crops of good graſs; nor do they think 
the expence of theſe works great. But. I 
ſhould remark, that they have an advantage, . 
and a prodigious one, which i 18 of the wo- 
men labouring almoſt as hard as the * 
ſo that their induſtry ; is in effect doubled. 
Hledemora is a little town, well ſituated or 
a conſiderable river down which they carry 
large quanties of timber and iron for expor- 
tation. The 16th I got to Jahtun, which 
Which wðas all I could do, though the diſ- 
tance is little more than twenty miles. This 
fixed: me in the determination of changing 
my way of travelling, and the rather, as 1 
had found the climate regularly fine, ſince 
I landed in Sweden. It was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, for the landlord, at a very neat 
and agreeable inn here, told me, that no car- 
riage could carry me among the mountains 
of Delacarlia, which has been repreſented 
to me as a part of Sweden extremely well 
worth viewing. From hence, therefore, I 
diſpatched my-chaiſe for Stockholm, with a 


| letter t to Baron Miſtler, informing him of my 
e error, 


exror, and begging he would order the 
chaiſe and horſes to be fold, and remit. me 
the money to M. de Verſpot, in Middelpade. 
I directed the man to buy a Swediſn moun- 
taineer, for bringing bim back, appointing 
him to come 
all expedition i into Dalecarlia; and in caſe: 


taken, appointed Hudwickſwald, upon the 

ſea coaſt, for the rendezvous. Having diſ- 
patched this buſineſs, I made enquiries after 
ſome horſes, and was preſently 1 yo 


the peaſants, with one for myſelf, : 3% 
for my interpreter, and three for my — 
and baggage, which, they aſſured me, would 


require no driving, but would follow re- 

gularly, according to their conſtant habit, 
go where we would. Theſe five horſes coſt 
me but ſixteen pounds Engliſh; it took me 
up a day at Jahtun to get ſaddles, een 
packs, and other accoutrements fittee. 


The 18th in the morning, I began ny 


march towards Grenge, a little village in 


Dalecarlia, at forty miles diſtance; and this 
I performed in one day, with much more 


= eaſe and pleaſure than I ſhould have done 


in my chaiſe in two, although I ſtopped = 
ſome hours to view a very — 3 work. 


1 told me, that no ſtran 
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to Jahtun, and follow me with, 
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into that country, without going down i into | 
che mine, but J had been at the bottom of 
ſo many, that I had not the leaſt curioſity 
dt.o enter this. The village of Grenge ſtands 
a | in a little romantic valley, at the foot of a 
E ridge of mountains, with a beautiful lake 
in front of it. All the hills here, and nine 
tenths of the country in general, are covered 
with wood; but the people have farms in 
* ſttte vales, on a very fine, light, black foil, 

. which; I ſuppoſe, is entirely formed of rot - 
ten vegetables, which time has waſhed. down 
from the mountains. Their crops, I found, 

dpoivenuiry,: were very great, and all of 
ſtmem had many fields of turnips; and a white 
| ſort of carrot was here cultivated for their 
garttle and themſelves ; it has a root like a 
parſnip, wilh a carrot top; they ſbewed 
me ſome remaining of laſt vears crop. which 
ven ſtanding for ſeed. They eat it boiled, 
in the ſame manner as turnips, and generally 
. wick buck- wheat flower made, into pottage; 
ana their cattle of all forts are as fond of ö 
| _ _ themasof turnips. The crops are not, how- 
ever, ſo great, as of that root; but then they 
* have, in another reſpect, a ſuperiority, which 
= is thriving well on their worſt lands, and 
without any manure. Buck wheat is a com- 


8 mon crop, and they olten fow and. Leap. it in 
| En > | | | ſeyen 


_— 
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ſeven * it yields well with them on 
their worſt lands, if tolerably ſheltered. 
The 19th, I continued my journey to ow. 
lebode,.. another little village, three and 
forty. miles from Grenge, through a moſt 


mountainous and wild country, chiefly co- 
vered with foreſts; but here and there you 
paſs little villages in the hollow vales, ſur- 


rounded with cultivation enough for their 


ſupport. In two or three places, I ſaw. 
plains of greater extent, which ſeemed to be 


all well cultivated; the corn was up high 
and green, and appeared as good as any 1 
remember to have ſeen in England. Let 


me remark; that the peaſants do not culti- 
vate as Ace as they could, but all ſeem to 


confine. their endeavours to ſmall farms, 
fufficient for the full maintenance of their 
families. 1 am convinced, that vaſt trac ks 
of country, among theſe mountains, might 
be rendered very profitable farms; for the 
ſoil is in many places equally good, accord- 
to the accounts they gave me, as what they 
had under culture; but there is a want of 
people, as well as of an attention in the pea- 
ſants, to make the culture of the earth their 
dependance equally with their foreſts but 
they are ſo bred to cutting, chopping, and 
; ſawing of trees, that they never think. 2 
'h 
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' huſbandry, but leave the managertient of 


their farms to their wives and daughters. 


reaching Malun, a 
village between thirty and forty miles from 
Eplebode, but in crofling a river at Jerna, 


or rather a torrent, which potrs t raging over 


a Clift of rocks, a horſe that carried part of 
my baggage, by a falſe ſtep, fell down 4 
ſmall precipice, and was killed; and his load 
was driven by the ſtream, from 4 girth 5 
breaking, ſome way down the river, into 
fo wild a place that it was with ſome diffi- 
culty I could perſuade the peaſants to at- 
tempt the recovering it: by a conſiderable 
bribe; however, three of them were induced 
to follow the torrent, on the edge of the 
precipice, until they met with it, ftopped 
Me the rocks or broken. trees, and which I 
was clear, from the appearance of the ſcene, 
"eu not be far. This obliged me to fix my 
lodging at Jerna, and it was noon the next 
day before they returned; they brought, 
ee the cloak- bags, wich no other das 
mage than being very wet; which was e 
fortunate for me, as I sud, in the re- 
mainder of my journey, have been Wen 
.diſconcerted by the loſs. Waiting upon ac- 
count of this accident, gave me a longer pe 5 
8 than I thould — eat had, : 
—— to f 
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to 3 into the domeſtic c 
nomy of thoſe: peaſants. The whole coun- 
try looks as if there was not any private pro- 
perty in it; but I found that theſe foreſts 
and wilds had owners, as well as more cul- 
tivated provinces. There are ſome gentle - 
mens {eats in Dalecarlia, as I was informed, 
though I ſaw none; and their ſtewards” and 
agents employ. the peaſants in cutting tim- 
ber, in drawing pitch and tar, and in 
making charcoal, on their accounts, paying 
them, in general, by meaſure and tale; 
their rates of labour are not high, few of 
them earning more than four pence or five 


poence a day, Engliſh, though they are in- 
Auſtrious and uſed to hard labour; but this 


pay is ſufficient for maintaining them very 
well, with-the help of their farms, as their 
wives dung them, and very old men do the 
Principal buſineſs of them. All the Ppur- 
chaſes they have to make with money are 
ſome parts of their cloathing, which is 
extremely coarſe and cheap, and alſo uten- 
ſils and implements, all which are boughe 
f travelling pedlars, for I do not appre- 

hend there are three ſhops for buying them 
in this immenſe province. As their money 
is: ſufficient therefore to their wants, theſe 

I a ſome; very: 
3 
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| flight taxes, they have very few inſtances 
among them of unhappineſs on account of 
che want of money; nor do J any where re- 
member ſeeing a people, that had more ap- 
. pearances of perfect content and happineſs 
among them. They are bleſſed with an al- 
moſt uninterrupted flow of health, which 
is owing to the hardineſs of their lives, at- 
tended with wholſome diet: a bolder, braver, 
hardier race of men, I apprehend, do not 
exiſt than the Delacarlians; indeed, man- 
hood, in all the active vigour of undaunted 
courage, attended with a proportionable de- 
gree of ſtrength, is never found but among 
the mountaineers; the inhabitants of fer- 
ile plains are effeminate, compared to them. 
Thjs idea is finely ſtarted and illuſtrated by 
Monteſquicu; and had he travelled through 


£ dis pt 'Ovince, he would have had abundance 
: 2 reaſon, in every peaſant he met, to have 


been convinced of the truth of his obſerva- 
tion, and the deductions, which he has 
drawn from. the n. of ſo. __— na- 
tions. N 

e eee os I 1 3 tit 
with, appear to be a very honeſt, ſimple, N 
but plainly ſenſible. people; they are as hoſ- 
pitable as can well be conceived, inſomuch, 

that had: 1 been a and attentive to take 
12 11 | advan- 
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A of this good PT IO IR I ſhould. 
have travelled through their province, ſpend- 


ing nothing but good wotds: indeed, money 


is fo ſcarce here, that paying them what they 


| demanded, without the leaſt heſitation; and 


| forcing money upon ſome of them, ſtill my 


expences in travelling were low: beyond 


conception. I have ſeveral days travelled 


forty miles; and paid for myſelf, man, and 


8 five horſes, with two or three meals, and 
a night's lodging, only the value of three 


millings Engliſh. Indeed I took up with 
the food of the peaſants, ſat at their board, and 
was particular in nothing but ſetting up my 
on bed. This was a Str of travelling ex- 
tremely deſirable in ſo wild a country, 
where the peaſants are the only people in 
it, that demand the leaſt attention; and 


whoever is fond of ſeeing the ſtrong . varia- 
tions of human life and manners, would, 
uith the utmoſt pleaſure, accept the com- 


pany of Dalecarlian peaſants: but 1 had 


another ſtrong motive for reliſhing this me- 
thod of travelling. which was the opportu- 


| nity;it-gave me of making enquiries into the 


. domeſtic, economy. of the country through. 


5 which I palſed; and by - habituating myſelf 


to look with ſome degree of curioſity upon 


every er of eultivaced * 1 
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many queſtions doncernit g their manage- 
ment and ſucceſs, 1 eame at length to find 
real entertainment in the buſineſs, and 
gained a ſmattering of knowledge in the 
art of agriculture. Indeed I have reaſon to 
to regret, that this knowledge is merely 
cheoretical, for it is my misfortune, though 
I reſided long in the country, to have none 

practical, not having then any idea that 
huſbandry could yield entertainment to 
any but uncultivated minds, or admit of 
ſuch variations as I have ſince, experienced. 


In theſe, as in other things, we are apt to 


be the children of euſtom; and he, who 
ſets out from home, with a painter's idea, 


will run with freſh pleaſure. from picture 


to picture, through the longeſt journey: 


it is the ſame with the other arts; and 1 


3 Feel, at preſent, in the enquiries I' take all 


; accafions of making into the ſtate of agri- 
culture, arts, manufactures, and commerce, 
an increaſing pleaſure, as I e in in | 

ing more intelligence of them 
The aiſt I reached Lyma, e ce 

4 near forty miles, having bought another 
horſe at Jerna. The country, as advanced, 
grew amazingly romantic ; the view, as far 

as the eye can command, from the tops of 


35 the mountains, -s one vaſt range of moun— 
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8 mountain; till b ridge 


that parts Sweden from Norway piſing far 


above the common clouds“ The whole 
proſpect is a thick woodland ; and, in many 


Places, very - corffiderable” lakes, of ſome 


| viiles long and broad; break upon 'the eye3 


nothing een be see da fap br more ſublims 


Yan mee wonderful Kenes, The fitua- 
46h of the village of Ems is © greatly 
tincotnmon; —— Within the bend of 'a 
river; Which is {Ha a chnünual waters 


fill, pötring Ger mio ridlge of rocks the 
moment it has paſſed another}! and- enge 


filth a continua ri as aimoſt t ſtun t 


whole village; er behind it riſes 
«ridge of mountain, Whéſe tops arc; = 


eloudy weather; fafuboue"the clouds: but 
fortanately for me, the weather has been 
uniformly clear. The appe 


down” at their cet, is magnificent in the 


higheſt degree I have viewed meuntains, 


rocks, waterfalls,! and lakes, in the north 


of England, and yet more in Scotland, but 


they are pigmies compared with theſe. 


There is an impreſſion in theſe ſcenes that 
ſtrikes the el a a A Men em * | 


ou me 


nee of - theſe . 
dreadful heights with the torrent pouring 


— 


| «# 
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The villages here have a very near re- 
feniBlance to one another, only the quan- 
tities of cultivated land vary; there are a 
good many. farms at Lyma, and I think, 
in general, larger than at the villages I have 
yet come to ; here are many that reach ſixty | 

| and ſeventy. Engliſh : Acres # and one, which 
extraordinary! in this country, where the 
pro "depends alone upon his huſbandry. 
HHearin of ſuch” a one, made me deſirous 
of ſeeing him, 10 that 1 in the morning of 
the 7 T' Paid him a viſit; his farm is 
more than t three hundred Engliſh acres, and 
| he employs five peaſants i in the culture of it 
ularly 3 'belides three ſons, himſelf, his 
hes | bg a daughter. 1 rode over his 
whole farm, and was much entertained ; 
for he i 1s 2 fer iſible and very intelligent fel. | 
18 b, giying me not only plain facts, but. 
the reaſon for them. His farm is 7 
partly i n the vale, and partly on the ſide of 
a ry FoavY but not ſteep; it is all divided 
into inclöſures; thoſe in the vale by ditches, 
_ with hedges of various woods; and thoſe 
on the hill with pines, ſet ſo cloſe as almoſt 
to touch in the bodies, and the branches, cut 
; regularly, form a very fine fence.” A moſt 
_— circu mſtance attended this man 
OF" e is Peter Sligwelhurſt) all that 


part” 
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part of his farm, which lies on the fide of: 
the mountain, is of his own improving ; it 


was a waſte, where the peaſants had burned 
| the trees and rubbiſh, and carried away all 
the aſhes ; but lying handily for his vale 
lands, he attempted to cultivate a part of it, 
but without any ſucceſs: in a few years 
after, he remarked, "that 4a 19 rill of 


water, which had broken from a ſmall : 
ſtream, and came down from the moun- 


tain ſide, had ſpread itſelf oyer a part of this 
neglected land; and in a year after this ac 
_ cident, which happened from the nien 
of © a rock, he took notice, that the land 

ba which this little water went, was of 


a fine verdure, from a full growth & 


19 5 he 1 it, and found . . 


#3 4 1 


bio 2 was, — 7055 We the ca | FN wich 
 eagernels.,, He had NG. engugh to. eſteem 
this as an uſeful diſconety, 35, it pointed out 
0 hic a method, bf improving. this waſte 
5 track, and making i it very profitable. 1 He. 
immediately, incloſed a field of ten acres; 


and cut. little channels to bring the water 
all < oyer it, and the effect was. equal; he 
| gained. lh 5 they beſt (Perm: of Staſs of i 
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take in another field of 26 iactes;,uover 
which he ls brought. whe Tony and it 

proved equally: beneficial ;avith nh "pres 

ceding F "adi this manner he gedled. 
every year takifig in ten acres of land;ihyhich 


- 2 preſent” timef gain- 


ing in the whole, ' one hundred and thirty 
& — this method; hut there is not above 
tem acres more over Wkich ho can throw 
ehe water: He has been foreed to-warpbhis 
fFovding, [Ropping the water in fome fields, 
While he throws it over others; and this 
Aas proved better for the land than. keep - 
hg it eonſtantly em one. Fle flops it time 
Though ft ſummer for à growth of hay 
And while that is growing, he throws it ever 
"thoſe flelds that are fed, and comtives 'tofeod 

and mow interchangeablix. 
his diſcovery of improving ade dend; | 
by water Tanning aver it and converting it 
3X6 be profitable, — apprchend, turn 
_ pat'6f- great utility in eery country z far 


ere are, in all muuntainous ones, very 


nomerous tracks that · would admit ſuch a 

watering' as this with the greateſt caſe, and. 

n, ut no etpence; but 

| for want of the fact being known, ſuch 
n, Have not been made. The ſucoeſs of 
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bouring ci of the vena * 


he had got half through his i improvements; 


all of them, that had waſte lands achbining 


the mountains, and over which they O 
_ carry little rills of water, immediately, did 
it, and their ſucceſs has been anſwerahle ta 
biss which ſhews, that it is not any thing 


peculiar in his foil, or Water, but common 7 


to all And ſome of theſe peaſants bays 
undertaken this improvement; about three 
miles off, where there is a large Welving plain 
with ſeveral broken ſtreams, that come 
down from the tops of the hills, and an. 


| proſecuting their watering and incloſures | 
very briſkly, It has alſo reached the vip : 


s lage of Lynſtone, eight miles off, where 
ſieveral dae have den it with; {ues 
ceſs,” r * x, 3 E I 


Farmer Sligwelhurſt Is a goed huf- 


bandman in this inſtance only, I viewed his 
arable lands with much pleaſure; they ae 
_ well tilled, very free from weeds, and: his 
| "crops make a moſt promiſing appearance. 


He rows Wheat, barley, Oats,o pegſe, = 
deans, turnips, white carrots, and; af ſort f 


potatoe which 1 had not ſeen before 5.3648 
ok a greeniſh caſt, grows to a large ſize, 
5 and is much reliſhed by the an He 
manures with the common © compatt. job 
VV Bb 4 
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od aſhes and dung; and as he ploughs his 
Ex Jand:. often and well gets fine erops f 

1 wheat he has up to three. quarters am acre ; 

Tf ef barleyn two and an half; of oats and 
pPoeaſe, four quarters; and of a dwarf ſort of 
hardy bean, five quarters not unftequently. 

An acre of his turnips, with goad manage- 

ment, winters three head of cattle; an 

acre of cartots as many; and the; potatoes 
yield ſo conſiderably, that he keeps many = 
hogs entirely on them. ie de een 

al enquired of him where he found a 
market for the products of his farm, as al- 

maſt every family, I had obſerved, had a 

| Aitrle:farm- of their "0wn he ſajd, that his 

_ _ -pwincipat: commodities for ſale, were but- 

ter and cheeſe, and ſalted pork, beef, and 

mutton, with ſome wool; and wich he 
ſends in panniers on haves, to a river about 
| - intoenmiles from him which is navigable 
|| for boats to Lake Silla, here there are 
factors who gurchaſe all; ſurts of commo- 
dies, which they reſell tothe miners: of 
|| GSeſtricis: and-tis he reckoned 4 very ad- 


| vantaggous market to goto, as dt was con- 
3 ſicderable ęenoughoto take off much greater 
I quantities than, all. Dalęcarlia could produce, 
=: A hoes. Tate, ped aber the 
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Thheſe are circumſtances, >which,: Lon, ” 
make me wonder very much, that greater 1 
quantities. of the lands of this bountry are 
not cultivated. I ſhould apprehend, in- 
deed the fact is as plain as any can be, thgt e 
they would admit it 3 fr this farmer u - 
is acquainted with all the country around 5 
for many miles, told me, that he knows 
many plains that, contain thauſands o % ö 
zores, and innumerable. patk.pnothefileapy 5 | 
hills, from one to two ra three | 
acres each, which would admit of gverylim- 
provement andi culture which:\he. Wa 
;tiſed:; ſo that it is a miſtaken idea to i 
ine, that becauſe a country-igrextretnely | p 
mountainous, that therefore it Will adſmit 
ol very little culture. Delacarlia, they toe 
me at Stockholm, was a country but Little | 
ſuperior to Lapland, and aſſured me, that 
I chould ſee nothing hut rugged: mountains. 1 
and;boundleſs foreſts the face of it in ga- ; 
neral is ſoz but the ſpots that are in fertility 
are equal to any plains,. are very numerous, 5 
and would of themſelves make a very fine pro- | 3 
vince. They want nothing but people, pro- . 
perly convinced of the importance of agricul- = 
ture; and ſuch a people, a government in har- : 
mony, and really zealous to cultivate à coun- 
Tags raul preſently get. 1 am FOE | 
om 


% 


— — becauſe the Fee was once 


„„ TRAVELS. THROUGH 
from what I have ſeen of the Dalecarlians, 
that if an exemption: from the poll-tax was 


allowed to every farmer who incloſed and 
; improved fifty acres of waſte land, it would, 


give a new face to abundance of the terri- 
tory. This tax is not ſevere, but they think 


In the morning of the 226, 1 took yy 
re of the induſtrious Sligwelhurſt, and 


went to Serna, which is two and thirty) 
miles; where met with nothing worthy = 


af obſervation.” It is a little village, the peas 


ſunts of which have nothing more than gar- 
dens. The whole country 16, however; 
i amazingly magnificent, as the eye com- 


mands ſuch ranges * tO wood 55 00 bs 
almoſt unbounded. e ti . 
From Serna, 4 dtned fall Eaſt e 


Gala, the diſtauce near ſixty miles, Which 


took me up two days; through 2 country, 
in Which there is a very broad&and conſider- 


dle flat track of land, wirh a river in the 
5 middle of it. It is, as J gueſs, twenty miles 


acroſs, and of a far greater length. I ſup- 
poſe, Sweden does not contain a richer track 
of land, yet very, little of it is cultivate d; 


much Xx} it 1s bog, ſome. marſh” bat moſt of 
| It a dry, deep, rich, found loam. At Her- 


* dala, 


% 


% 
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4 my fervant overtook me from Stock- 
helm, having traced me . the e ng 
you of the peaſant. 

From thence I ſet off the FTA Fl 
Linſdal, a village at the diſtance of four- 
ſcore miles, in the province of Helſingia; 
and which proved a journey of three days, 
through a more romantic, wild, and moun- 
tainous country than any I had yet ſeenn. 
Here therefore ends my travels through 
Palecarlia, in which, I muſt on, I have 
met with very great ſatisfactlom The ha- 
neſt plainneſs of the inhabitants, conſiſting 
totally of a race of peaſants, gave me as much 
pleaſure as the awfub ſublimity of the coun- 
try raiſed my aſtoniſiment. Nature may 

de faid to reign in full majeſty in theſe 
wild and almoſt deſart tracks; but what- 
ever may be their character, a view of them 
is moſt . certainly: worthy the attention of 
the moſt cultivated minds, for they may 
hene read leſſons as ſtrniking, and as in- 
ſereſting, as any in the moſt refined: booms 
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